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INTRODUCTION. 


AVING led our Readers through 
the moft confiderable countries in 
» Afia, we fhall return to Africa, 
where we have not only already de- | 
{cribed Egypt, and the country of 
the Horttentots from the moit learned and cele- 
brated Authors; but have illuftrated our de<«: 
‘t@ {criptions of both by very elegant plates. In-. 
@ deed little more of this vaft country is known, 
i7@ except thofe kingdoms and provinces fituated 
on the coaft: thefe we fhall defcribe from the 
moft approved Authors that have wrote upon 
the fubjeét ; and where we have materials that 
may be depended on, we fhall enter into the 
heart of the country, and gratify the Reader 
with whatever is found whee moft curious and. - 
entertaining. , 
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2 # DESCRIPTION 


C H A/P. I, 


Of the Gold Coaft of Guinea; the Manzer in 


avhich the Gold is found; wuiits the Drefs, Re- 
ligion, and C'uftoms of the Inhabitants. 


UINEA is a large country that extends 
feveral hundred miles along the weftérn 
coaft of Africa, and is divided into many king- 


doms and-commonwealths. The Gold Coatt~ 


reaches about 330 miles: it beginning ac-~ 
cording to Mr. Smith, at the river Mancha, and 
extending to the Volta ; ; comprehending the 
countries of Axim, Ante, Adom, fabi, Commani, 
Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, Acrin, Agena, and Aquam- 
bee ;, cach containing .a. village or two on the 


fea-fhore ; but their moft populous towns are 


generally within the land. 


_ * "Po begin with Axim, the inhabitants of this’ 
country are generally rich, from their driving 


x great trade with the Europeans for gold, which 


they chiefly difpofe of to the Ex,/: pb or Dutch.. 


They employ themfelves either in trade, fith- 
ing, or the cultivation of. rice, which is trant- 
ported from thence all over the Gold Coatt ; 

and they receive in return, millet, jammes,. 
potatoes, and palm oil. The river Ancoser, on 
the borders of this province, has a winding 
courte ;. and its banks are adorned with uc 


lolty trees, that afford a molt agrocene fhade,. 
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and defend the traveller from the fcorching 
beams of the fun. It is very pleafant to ob- 


ferve the birds beautifully variegated with the 
brighteft colours, and the fportive apes, divert 


ing themfelyes on the boughs of the trees. 


The Dutch fort of St. Authony is at the mouth 
of this river} and about feven or eight leagues 
to the fouth-eaft, they have alfo a large beauti< 
ful fort which belonged to the King of Pruffia 5 
but was taken by the Dvtch in the year 1724. 

In the next province, which is that of Aste, 
the Exglifh have a fort called Dichfcove, which 
is a handfome regular fortification with four 
good batteries,on which are mounted 20 pieces 
of ordnance. ‘This, and all the other Exgli{> 


‘forts, are fubordinate to Cape Coa/ft Cattle, 
-There are alfo feveral Dutch forts. ‘Ths . 


country, as well as the Gold Coaft, abounds 
in hills covered with lofty and beautiful trees. 
Between thefe hills, the valleys are wide and 


“extenfive. The earth produces in great abun= 


dlance, very good rice, the richeft fort of mil- 
let, which has a red grain; fugar canes of an 
extraordinary fize ; and the palm-trees, which 


affords the inhabitants the moft excellent wine 


and oil. ‘There are here all forts of tame and 
wild. beafts. This country is watered by a 
river that is navigable three miles from its 
mouth; but the cataracts above that diftance 


render it impaffable beyond it. It affords great — 


plenty of fith, notwithftanding its being peftered 
by incredible numbers of. crocodiles. On each 
fide of this river grow a fort of trees, great 
and {mall intermixed, whofe branches fhoot 
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dire&tly into. the water, where they are imme- 
diately covered with fee which are at firt 


of the bignefs of fhell-fnails; but in a fhort 
time grow to their natural fize. | 
The countries of 4Adom and Fab: are *ex- 
tremely fertile in maize, and have feveral 
mines of gold, | 
In the country of Commani or Commenda, is 


‘atown thus named, where is the largeft and 


ftrongeft of any fort belonging to the Exglif 
on the Gold Coaft, except Cape Coaft Catftle ; 
and within a mufket-fhot is alfo a good Dutch 
fort. The gardens are very good, and thete 
= large villages of Negroes belonging to both 
orts. — , 

In the next province named Fetu is Cape 
Coaft Caftle, which being a place of great con- 
fequence belonging ‘to England, deferves a par- 


. ticular defcription. This caftle was founded 
. by the Portuguefe about the year 1610, upona 
_« large rock, which projects into the fea, form- 
- ing a head-land, to which they gave the name 
of Cabo Corfo. Ina few years they were dif- 
_ poffeffed by the Dutch,who enlarged and beau- 
tified it. The parade, which is 20 feet perpen- 


dicular above the furface of the rock, forms:a 


_ kind of quadrangle, open on the eatft fide to- 


wards the fea, which renders it very cool, airy 
and pleafant, and affords a fine view of Queen 
Anne’s Point, and of the fhips inAzamaboe road, 

é thirteen pieces of 


heavy cannon. ‘The other three fides contain 
ynany neat and {pacious apartments and offices, 
: particularly 
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particularly on the fouth fides is a large well- 
built chapel, the back part of which joins to 
the caftle wall. The Negroe town is very 
large and populous, ‘The inhabitants, though 
Pagans, are a very civilized fort of people: 
their chief employment is fifhing, at which 
they are very dexterous, and it is a pleafing 
fight to behold 80 or 100 canoes going out to 
fifh in the morning, and returning in from iea 
well freighted in the evening, which may be 
feen every day during the dry feafon, except 
Tuef{day, which is their Fetifh day, or Sab- 
bath, The garden of Cafe Coa/t Caltle is 
very large and pleafant, it being near eight 
miles 1n circumference: it is no where circum- 
{cribed by either walls or hedges, except on 
the fouth fide next the town; but all in gene- 
ral is called the Garden as far as any regular 
walks are planted. It produces every thing 
that grows within the Torrid Zone, as pine- 
apples, oranges, lemons, limes, citrons, guavas, 
plantaues, papas, bonanas, cocoa-nuts, cinna- 
mon, and tamarinds; alfo many forts of Ez- 
ropean fruits and falads. 

By the fide of the garden, on the top of a 
fteep hill, is a little round tower, that mounts 
feven guns; which, from its being built by 
General Phipps, 1s called Phipps’s Tower; it 
is three quarters of a mile to the north-weft of 
thecaitle. At the fame diftance to the eaft by 
north is another Exgili/b fort called Fort Royal, 
which formerly belonged to the King of Den- 
mark, and is eyery way inacceiffigle through | 
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the fteepnefs of the hill, except by one nar- 
row path, which a fingle gun may defend. 


The Dutch have likewile feveral forts in thel 


country of Fetz, the principal of which is the 
caitle of St Georze del Mina,.fituated near the 
town of Mina; this, according to Mr. Bo/man, 
has not its equal i in all the Gold Coait. It is 
built fquare with very high walls, and has four 
good batteries within, and another on the out- 
work of the caitle: on the land fide it has the 


advantage of two canals cut in the rock on 


which it ftands, which are always furnifhed 
with rain or frefh water fufficient for the ufe of 
the garrifon and fhips. Befides, within the 
caftle are three very fine cifterns, containing 
feveral hundred tuns of rain water. Below 
the caftle is the town of Miza, called by the 
natives Oddexa; but though it is but indiffe- 
rently built, the houfes are of ftone, wherein 
they difier from thole of the other towns on 
the coait, which are ufually only raifed with 
wood and clay. 

The next ‘country is Saboe, in which is 
a Dutch fort named Nafau, that is almott 
fquare, but is broadeit at the front: it has 
four batteri les, and 18 pieces of cannon: the 
curtain takes in two fea batteries. and is eqgsal- 
ly fpacious and convenient. ‘The village of 
MMouree, which lies under it, 1s not fo large as 
Mina, butis more populous ; the greateft part 
of the inhabitants are fifhermen ; four or 500 
of whom go out every morning in canoes to 
fith ; who, upon their return, are obliged to 
pay every fifth fith as a toll to the Dutch factor. 

In 
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In Fantyn, the next divifion, the Exzgli/h and 
Dutch have feveral {mall forts. The inland in- 
abitants, befides trading, are employed in til- 
age and the making of palm-wine. The 
ountry is very poptilous, and betides its being 
ich in gold, produces all the neceffaries of life ; 
and more efpecially corn, which the inhabitants 
ell in large quantities to the fhips that.arrive 
it-Mhere. Here is no King, the government be- 
hefng in the hands of a chief commander, whom 
onf@they term their Braffo, or Leader. He is a 
ed@@kind of chief Governor, and has greater pow- 
of Mer than any other fingle perfon in the country ; 
hef#but his authority is reftrained by the old men, 
ng M#who compofe a kind of parliament. 
wi The remainder of the Gold Coaft contains 
he @the kingdoms of Acron, Agonna, and Azuamboe ; 
fe-@the firft of which borders on Pantyn, and has a 
inf Dutch fort in the middle of the coaft, that has 
on #two batteries, on which are mounted eight 
th pieces of cannon, under it is a fmall village 
inhabited only by fifhermen. ‘The people of 
is @ Acron feldom or never enter into war; for hay- 
oft Bing choten the Fazxtynians for their protectors, 
as @ none dare injure or attack them ; which afford 
he #them an opportunity of tilling their land in 
il-@ quiet, and they accordingly have annually a 
of # plentiful harveit; a great part of which they 
as § difpofe of to other countries, Harts, hares, 
rt § partridges, pheafants, and other wild-fow! and 
90 F quadrupedes, are here very good, and in great 
to § abundance. 
to A little below the above fort, is°a-falt river 
tT. — that abounds both in-fifh and fowl. About a 
mile 
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_ mile farther eaftward, is a very high hill, ¢alle 


the Dewil’s Mount, faid to contain vaft quan 


tities of gold. About this hill begins the 


country of Ageuna, which furpaffes Ac: on i 
Jargenefs, power, and riches, though in ferti 
lity and pleafantnefs they are nearly equal. 
We come next to the laft country on the 
Gold Coaft, that of Azuambor, the greateft pat 
of which is fituated within the land; but th 
King extends his power over the Negroes of th 
Coait for above 20 miles, tha’ they are govern 
ed by feveral diftinct Sovereigns. The 4gvam 
b0e Negroes are haughty, arrogant and warlike 
and their power fills moft of the neighbour 
ing countries with terror. The Englifp, Dang 
and Dutch have each a fort at Acra in this pro 
yince. Mr, Bo/man fays, that the King ant 
his favourites are fo rich in gold and flaves 
that he is of opinion, this country poffeffe 
greater treafures than all the countries on the 
coaft we have hitherto defcribed : but tho’ th 
foil is fufficiently fertile, the inhabitants com 


"monly fall fhort af provifions before the end ol 


the year. 

The countries where moft of the gold i 
obtained, are fituated fome diftance within land; 
the beft gold i is found in or between particula 
hills ; where the Negroes dig pits, and feparate 


it from the earth dug up with it. It is alfof 


found about fome rivers and water-falls, where 
after heavy rains it. is wafhed down from the 
mountains bythe violence of the torrents w hich 
fometimes fall, and bring down great quanti: 
ties of earth that carry the gold with it, It 
1 
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s likewife gathered on the fea fhore, particu- 
arly at Mina and Axim, where are little branches 
»f rivers, into,which the gold is driven from 
ountainous places. In the morning after a 
ainy night, thefe places are fure to be vifited 
by hundreds of Negro women, who have no 
other covering but a cloth tied round the waitt, 
ach is furnifhed with two callabafhes, one of 
ympvhich they fill with earth and fand. This they 
igewath with many waters, by often turning the 
allabath round, till it wafhes over the brims'; 
while the gold, if there be any, finks to the bot- 
tom by its own weight: and thus they continue 
till they have wafhed all away, except two or 
three fpoonfuls at the bottom; this they care- 
fully take gut, and lay by in the other calla- 
bafh ; then they fill the other again, and wafh 
on till about noon, when the callabafh that re- 
rm ceives the fettlings, being pretty well filled, is 
carried home, and what remains is diligently 
nag searched, when they fometimes find a fhilling’s 
worth of gold, or fometimes as mush as is 
worth half a guinea, and fometimes none at all. 
_ The gold obtained by digging, or thus found, 
is of two forts, one called gold duft, which 1s 
ye the beit; the other confifts of pieces of differ- 
‘ment fizes; fome being hardly the weight of a 
farthing, and others weighing as heavy as twen- 
(om ‘Ys Or thirty guineas: few indeed are found fo 
large as thefe; but the Negroes fay, that they 
he 24ve in the country pieces that will weigh one 
-hg OF two hundred guineas ; but the multitude of 
:: § ‘mall ftones which always adhere to them, occas 
ig 20n great lofs-in the melting, 
it the 
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The Negroes of thefe countries are, however I 
faid to be artifts in adulterating gold, and fome ith 
times impofe upon the unexperienced tradefgm’’Y 


nd 

BRR hh hh hh ohh eh SE” 
CHAP. I. * 

Of the Manners and Cuftoms of the Negroes, ommdo 
the Gold Coaft. OU 


eo HE Gold Coaft-being fituated within f fi 
: the fifth degree of north latitude, the 
heat is exceffive during the months of Ofober, he 
November, December, Fanuary, February, anx ha 
-March; but it is more temperate during they 
fix remaining months. ‘The coaft is extremelygy! “ 
unhealthful, owing to the heat of the day anggy*! 
the coolnefs of the night; with the thick andy’?! 
fulphureous mifts which arife in the mountains f C 
‘Indeed few come who are not feized by a fick: it! 
nefs which frequently proves fatal: but fincé 1] 
Dr. Fames's dilcovery of his admirable powder, f ’ 
and its:being tried on. this coaft, the danger ol KI 
going thither is in a manner removed. Bul 
Mr. Bo/man, whofe only fault as an hifto-jP ‘ 
-Tian, feems to be his writing with too muct dd 
acrimony +, fays, that all the Negroes on thi Id 
-coaft are without exception, crafty, fraudulent 
‘and feldom to. be trufted; being iure to flip on 
opportunity of cheating an European, or eve & hy 
one another. mn: 


.4+:The manner in which he fometimes treats tl 
Enzlifo, is equally void of candour. vr} 


\ 
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The richeft of the natives adorn their hair 
rith a fort of coral called conte de terra, which 
ey efteem much more valuable than gold ; 
nd with a fort of blue coral called by the na- 
ves accori. ‘They’ are very fond of our hats, 
r which they will pay a great price. Their 
‘ms, legs and waifts are adorned with gold ; 
nd coral, and their arms in particular are 
dorned with rings of gold, filver and ivory. 
ound their waifts they wrap three or four ells 
f filk, cloth, perpetuana, or other ftuff, which 
anging from the. navel, covers half the leg. 
heir other ornaments are ftriags of gold, or 
hains of gold, filver, fhells, &c. which they 
ear round their necks. But their Caboceros, 
fer chief men, who have a fhare in the govern- 
ent, wear only a handfome cloth round their 
ailts, a cap made of deer-fkin, with a ftring 
f coral about their heads, and always appear 
ith a ftaff in their hands. 
The common people have fome an ell or two 
rf cloth round their waifts, others have only 
i kind of girdle to which was faftened a piece of 
uff which paffes bet ween their legs, and ferves 
mo cover their nakednefs ; to this the fifhermen 
4 fadd a cap made of deer-fkin or rufhes, or an 
(ld hat, purchafed of fome European failor. 
The women of rank fhew themfelves more 
ied in the ornaments of drefs than the men. 
The cloth they wear round the waift is much 
nger. and faftened with greater neatnefs about 
eir bodies. ‘Their hair is more beautifully 
dorned with gold, coral and ivory. Gold 
hains and ftrings of coral not only hang shew 
their 
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3% A DESCRIPTION 

their necks, but their arms, legs and waih 
are in a manner covered by thefe fplendid orf 
naments: befides on the upper part of theif 
bodies they frequently caft a veil of filk, « 


- fome other fine ftuff. : 


The Kings, while in their own houfes, ange 
not diftinguifhed by the leaft grandeur. Theigiyt 
cloaths are fometimes not worth a fhillingg 
amd they eat the fame food as the meaneft « 
their fubjects ; for bread, oil, and a little ftinkiyr* 
ing fifh make up their bill of fare; and wate’ 
is their moft common drink$ but they have! 
brandy, which they purchafe of the Ezropeangp° 
and palm-wine, which they receive from thg> 
inland country. They have no guard at that 
palace gates, nor any but their own wives an 
their flaves to wait on them ; and when they g 
abroad in their town, they are ufually attende 
by only twoboys, oneof whom carries the King 
{abre, and the other his feat. But in cafe the 
go to pay a vifit to a confiderable perfon i 
another town, or are toreceive a vifit from ant 
ther ‘great man, they take care to fhew the 
grandeur; on fuch occafions they and the 
wives are richly adorned; they are accémpay 
nied by armed men, and have umbrellas he 
over their heads. , 

The arms ufed by the troops are mufket 
of -which vaft numbers have been bought | 
the Europeans, and in the ufe of which tha 
are extremely expert ; their other weapons am! 
a kind of lances called affagays, and a fort @*' 
fabres ; they alfo wear large fhields four or figt® ! 
feet long and three broad, made of offers, fong 
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of which are covered with tyger-fkins, or other 

materials ; and fome again have broad thin cop- 

per plates at each corner and in the middle, to 

ard off the affagays and arrows of an enemy. 

hey fight without the leaft order, and are 

hiefly intent on obtaining prifoners, in order 

to make them flaves, and to obtain from them 
ornaments of gold and coral. 

Almoft all the Negroes believe in one God, 

o whom they attribute the creation of the 

worldand all thingsinit. It alfo appears that 

hey have’ fome idea of the immortality of the 

oul. Everyone has what he calls a Fetifh,which 

Bas {ome ornament worn on the head, or any 

Mother fubftance dedicated to God, and to which 

hey pay the greateft reverence; for thinking 

hemtelves too mean to be allowed to offer their 

apetitions immediately to the Supreme, they ig- 

orantly efteem it moreymodeft to addrefs them 

o their Fetifhes. Each Fetifher, or Prieft, has 

is peculiar idol prepared in a particular and 

lifferent manner; which is moftly a large wood- 

n pipe filled with earth, oil, blood, the bones 

jt dead men and beafts, feathers, hair, and 

Mell fuch kinds of excrementitious fubftances. 

hemenruit into the pipe: by thefe mixtures the Prieft 

ay tdaggee | convey the idea of fome fecret 

ketanyitery, or fome powerful charm, that has all 

ht @Le powers of necromancy. Ifa Negro is to 

 thagake an oath before this Fetith, he firft afks the 

am ricit its name, each having a peculiar one; 

ort @uen calling the Fetifh by it, he repeats what 

. same is toconfirm by an oath, and defires the Fe- 


- fopfgth to punifh him with death if he {wears falfly 5 
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14. ADESCRIPTION 
then going round the pipe, he afterwards {tands 


in the fame place, and repeats the oath a fecond 
time, in the fame manner as before, and foa 


third time; after this the Fetither takes fome 
of the ingredients out of the pipe, with which 
he touches the perfon’s head, arms, belly, and 
legs, and holding it above his head, turns it 
three times round. He then cuts a bit of the 


nail of one finger on each hand, and one toe on 


each foot, and fome of the hair of the head, 
all which he puts into the pipe ; and thus the 
ceremonies of the oath are concluded. 

Befides when their fifhery is at a low ebb, 
they make offerings to the fea; and almof 
every village has a imall facred grove to which 
the Governors, and principal inhabitants fre- 
quently repair to make their offerings. They 
are {aid to have fome notion of the Devil, bu 
are fo far from paying him any kind of wor- 
fhip, that they have a cuftom of banifhing 
him, which they perform annually with abun- 
dance of ceremony at a time appointed for tha 
purpofe. ‘This is done after a feaft of eigh 
days, in which they take the greateft liberties 
with each others characters, and particularly 
with their fuperiors. This time of licenct 
being ended, they hunt out the Devil with ar 
horrid cry ; all running after one another, an 
throwing ftones, dirt, and every thing that 
comes in their way at the fuppofed fiend. Wher 
they have driven him far enough out of town 
they return to their houfes, on which the we 
men immediately wath and fcour all their wood 
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én and earthen veffels very neat, to cleanfe 
them from all pollution. ) 

Marriage is not here obftructed by previous 
‘ceremonies. If a man likes a young woman, 
1 @ he has nothing more to do, than to afk her of 
t@ her parents, who feldom refute fo reafonable a 
CM requeft, efpecially if he be in the leaft agree- 
n@able to their daughter. The bride brings no 
»f_ifortune ; but the man keeps an exact account 
eM of the expences of the wedding-day, and of 
theprefents hemakes to the bride orher friends, 
b,fmthat if ever fhe become fo far difg&fted with 
Mi him as to leave him, he may demand the whole 
h@acain.. But if he puts her away, he can de- 


¢-@mand nothing of her or her relations, unlefs 
ey@he produces very good reafons why he di{mifles 
ut@her. They allow of a plurality of wives, and 
or 


‘Miome are faid to have even twenty; but thefe 
are obliged to cultivate the earth, and to drefs 
provifions for their hufbands, who generally 
ipend their time in loitering about, and drink- 
ing palm-wine: however, thofe who are rich 
have two wives that are perpetually exempted 
rom labour. Thefe are the firft wife, who 
as the chief command, and the care of houfe- 
1 alkeeping; the fecond is confecrated to their 
God, and is called their Fetifh wife. Of this 
tha@laft they are generally very jealous; with her 
heMithey lie on the night following their birth-day ; 
wigand on that day of the week, which they 
~WOdcall their Fetifh day. Each wife ufually endea- 
oodfvours to pleafe her hufband in order to ob- 
Watain the greateft fhare.in his affections, - and 
fhe who is fo happy as to be pregnant, is 
2 fure 
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few manual arts; however, befides building, , 
their houfes, or rather huts, making their ca 
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fure to be waited on and refpected by her huf. ‘ 
band, . 
The women are delivered with very little 
pain, even without the affiftance of a midwife, 
and it is ufual for them to go as foon as they if 
are delivered to wath in the fea, The child is 
no fooner born than the Fetifher or Prieft is 
fent for, who binds a number of cords, pieces 
of coral and other things about the infant's 
head, body, arms and legs, which are to {fe 
cure it from ficknefs and ill accidents, and thefemm,- 
are all the cloaths it is to wear till it is fever 


or eight years old, at which age jt puts of « 
a fort of apron of halfan ell of cloth. Tha. 


number of females, born is faid greatly to ex 
ceed that of the males, which may render thei, 
having fuch a multitude of wives fomewhat 
more excufeable. - : 3 

As the people are naturally inactive from thal, 


heat of the country, they are matters of bulg,, 


noes ; and being {killed in managing them and 
in fifhing ; they employ themfelves in the mak: 
ing of wooden bowls, and earthen veffels ; and 
in forming rings and chains for the arms ant 
legs, of gald and filver and ivory: but their; 
are molt expert at {miths work ; for by mean 
of afmall pair of bellows with two or thre 
pipes, which is entirely their own inventiot 
they with a great ftone for an anvil, make no 
only {words and other offenfive weapons: b 
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feveral inftruments of agriculture, with hooksg, 
and harping irons for fifhing, and knives ang, 
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eols for making their canoes, the largeft of 
which are about thirty feet Jo They alfo 
make feveral forts of mufica] 14 sb beg the 
principal of which are a kind of horns made 
of elephants teeth ; drums made af the hollow 
runk of {mall trees, covered at one end with 

eep-fkin, and a {mall ftringed inftrument re- 
embling a harp, But they have not the leatt 
dea of letters. 

What is moft commendable among the 
vegroes, is their having no beggars ; for when 
ne of them finds himfelf fo poor that he per- 

“mecives it dificult to procure fubfiftance, he 
“minds himfelf for a certain fum of money; or 
‘his friends do it for him, and the matter .to 
vhom he engages himfelf, fets him a tafk that 
Was far from being flavifh ; 1t being chiefly tox 
fefend him in cafe he fhould be attacked, and 
th@et his leif{ure time to affift him in tilling the 
Berth. But yet all the people in general, from 
Wemhe King to the meaneft fubject, freely beg 
@rhatever they like of the Ezropeans, a 

In ficknefs they have firft recourfe to reme- 

hes ; but not thinking them alone fufficient to 
‘mrelerve life and reftore health, they apply to 
heir fuperititious worfhip, as more effectual. 

lm he phyfician being alfo the Fetifher or Priett, 

e eafily perfuades the patient’s relations that 
Htahe cannot be recovered without fome offerings, 
ead therefore propofes a fheep, a hog, a cock, 

- DNDr whatever he likes beft ; but this facrifice he 
"Rlvays proportions to the ability of the perfon 
Mo be ferved. If the difeafe increafes, more 

| @Bxpenfive offerings are made. It- frequently 


C3 happens 
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happens that one phyfician is difcharged wi 
a good reward, and another called in his ftead 
and this change of phyficians fometimes ha 
pens twenty times or more fucceflively, eat 
of whom has the benefit of making freth 
ferings, and of appropriating. them, as th 
always do, to their own ufe. 

Such boys as are flaves or fervants to t 
Europeans, if they think they have a go 
matter, will, on his being feized with the le 
indifpofition, go without his knowledge 
make offerings for him, that he may recor 
his health; and accordingly there are fon 
times found on the*beds, or.in the chambe 
of the Europeans, ‘things confecrated by 
Fetifher, laid there to defend their mafter fre 

‘death : but as they know that the Europeans: 

difpleafed with fuch marks of their gratitu 
and affection, they always do it privately, a 
conceal them {fo well, that they are feldom 4 
covered before the perfon is dead, when th 
have not time to remove them. 

The chief medicines ufed here are lemon 
lime juice, the grains of paradife, the roc 
branches and gums of trees, and about thi 
forts of herbs, impregnated with fanative 
tues; and with thefe they fometimes perfo 
very extraordinary cures. 

When a perfon has breathed his laft, his 
Jations and friends fet-up a difmal cry, ‘and 
youth of his acquaintance now generally { 


their refpect by firing mufkets. 


ceafed be a man, his wives immediately fh 


their heads very clofe, imear their bodies w 
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white earth, put on an old worn-out garment, 
and run about the f{treets making difmal lamen- 
tations, continually repeating the name of the 
Heceafed, and the great actions of his lite; 
and this lafts feveral days fucceflively till the 
corpfe is interred. While the women are’ la- 
menting abroad, the neareft relations fit by 
the corpfe making a difmal noife, and wafhing 
and cleaning themfelves : the diftant relations 
alfo affemble from all parts to be prefent at 
thefe mourning rites. The town’s people and 
acquaintance of the deceafed, come likewife 
to join their lamentations, each briaging his 
prefent of gold, brandy, fine cloth, theets, or 
other things, to be carried to the grave with 
the corpfe; and the larger the prefent is the 
more does it redound to the honour of the 
perfon who makes it. During this ingrefs and 
egrefs of all forts of people, brandy in the 
morning, and palm-wine in the afternoon are 
very britkly filled out; fo that the funeral of 
a rich Negro becomes very expenfive: for 
after this the body is richly drefled and put 
into the cofhn with fetifhes of gold, the fineit 
eorals, and feveral other things of the greatetft 
value, which it is fuppofed the deceafed will 
have occafion for in the other world. After 
two or three days, the relations and friends 
being all met, the corpfe is carried to the grave, 
followed by anumber of men and women with- 
out the leaft order, {ome filent, others crymg 
and fhrieking. At the fame time many young 
foldiers running about, load and difcharge their 


mufkets, till the deceafed is laid in the ground. 


The 


Tay - emesis 
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' with every circumftance of inhumanity. With 


child of fix years of age, who was to cut off 


in performing, he not being ftrong enough to 
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The corpfe being interred, the multitude go 
where they pleafe ; but moft of them return to 
the houfe to drink and be merry; this latts 
feveral days fucceflively, fo that every thing 
now rather refembles a wedding, than a time 
of mourning. F 

They fometimes keep a King, or very great 
perion a whole year above ground, when, to 
prevent putrefaction, they lay the corpfe upon 
a wooden frame like a gridiron, that ftands 
over a very gentle clear fire, which by flow 
degrees dries it. When'a King Is to be pub- 
lickly buried, notice is firft given, not only to 
the people of his own nation, but to othet 
countries, which brings a furprifing concourte 
of people, and all are as richly drefied as pol- 
fible. In thefe funerals feveral of the flaves of 
the deceafed are inhumanly killed, that they 
may ferve him in the other world, as are alfo 
ithofe whom he has dedicated to his falfé gods, 
which are one of his wives, and one of his 
principal fervants; and even fome poor 
wretches, who, through the infirmities of age, 
or other incidents, are rendered incapable of 
labour, are fold, in order to be victims in 
thefe horrid offerings, and who are put to death 


the utmoft horror, fays Mr. Bo/man, I faw 
eleven perfons killed in this manner, among 
whom was one, who after having endured the 
moit exquifite tortures, was delivered to 4 


his head, which the boy was about an hour 
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ield the fabre. But human facrifices are only 
» ufe among thofe Negroes who are not fully 
abject to any European government, and are 
t a diftance from our forts. 

The Negroes generally build a {mall cottage, 
r plant a little garden of rice on the grave, 
to which they put fome of the goeds of the 
sceafed ; but no houthold furniture, as fome 
tuthors have pretended. s 
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emer RE Vegetables, Beafts, Birds, Reptiles and 
sof: Infects on the Gold Coaft, 

¢: § F the trees and plants of this country we 
Ifo have already given fome account in treat~ 


gof the Gold Coaft in general. There are 


he ere cocoas, and palm-trees of various kinds ; 
norMc® cabbage-tree, orange-trees, lemon-trees, 
ge, bananas, pepper, ananas, water-melons, and 
eofmecany others. Amang thofe for timber are 

ing ey of an extraordinary height and fize, and 
ath others of different coloured wood, fit for the 


neft cabinet-makers work: of the corn,.there 
Is maize, or Judian wheat; but there is little 
rice or other corn on. this coaft: Among the 
legumenaus plants are feveral kinds of heans, 
one {pecies of which js.of a bright red, and 
grows in pods three quarters of a yard in length, 
and another fpecies grows on trees of the fize of 
# goofberry-bufh; and among the roots, are- 
elda potatoes, 
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potatoes, yams, and feveral others fit for for 
as well as fome ufed in medicine. 

In the inland countries.are great numbers 
cows and goats; but only a few of them < 
brought to the coaft; however, at Axim, f 
Mina and Acra, great herds of them a 
bred ; but they are fo light and fmall, that 
full grewn cow does not ufually weigh aboy 
250 pounds, and both the beef and veal : 
very indifferent meat. There are alfo ma 
fheep along the coaft; but they are dear, at 
not above half as big as ours: they haver 
wool, but that want is fupplied with hair 
however, thefe fheep are very dry and di 
preeable meat. As to the goats, they a 
innumerable, and both fatter and more flefh 
than the theep of Evropfe, though they are « 
«<eeding fmall. There are likewife many hos 
‘but thofe bred by the Negroes are extreme 
bad. 

There are no horfes on the coaft ; but thet 
‘are great numbers of {mall ordinary ones | 
the inland country: but the affes, which ai 
pretty numerous on the coaft, are larger, an 
handfomer than thofe horfes.. Among the wil 
Dbeafts the elephant, on account of its fize, aq 
ferves the firft place. Thefe beafts, which agp 
here 12 or 13 feet high, are very prejudic@yF 
to the fruit-trees, efpecially to the orang 
‘bonana, and fig-trees, and with refpeét to th 
two laft, eat both the fruit and the ftem; b 
though thofe' animals are of fuch ufe in t 
Laft Indivs both in war, and as beatts of bur 
then, none-of them are here tamed. Howevet 
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en unprovoked they feldom hurt any body ; 
dit is frequently not very eafy to put the 
phants of this coaft ina rage. Mr. Bof/man, 
om whom this defcription of Guinea is chiefly 
ken, gives the following account: ‘* In De. 
wher 1790, at fix in the morning an elephant 
me here to E/ Mina, walking eafily along 
e fhore under the hill of St. Jago. Some. 
egroes were {fo bold as to go to him without 
y thing in their hands; he fuffered them to 
compais him, and went quietly along with 
em under Mount St. Fage, where one of our 
icers fhot him above theeye: but this, and 
e following fhet, which fome Negroes now 
pured ont him, did not even make him mend 

pace, and he only feemed between whiles 
threaten the Negroes by pricking up his 
rs, which were of a prodigious fize. He, 
pwever, Went on, and ioon entered our gar- 
nn. This drew the Director General and 
yfelf thither, and we were foon followed by 
me of our people. He had broke down four 
five cocoa trees, and in our prefence he 
ought down five or fix more; when the 
ength he feemed to ufe in breaking down a 
ee, might be fitly compared to the force 
mmecrted by a man in knocking down a child of 
ree or four years of age. While he ttood 
ere above an hundred fhot were fired at him; 
nich made him bleed as if an ox had been 
Milled. But this did not make him ftir, he, 
iy. fet up his ears, and made the men appre- 
end that he would follow them. At length 
Negroe going foftly behind him, wantonly 
got 
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got hold of his tail, and was going to cut ¢ 
a piece of it; but the elephant giving the N 
gro a blow with his trunk, and drawing hi 
to him, trod upon him two or three time 
and as if that was not fufficient, gored t 
holes in his body with his teeth, large enoug 
for a man’s double fift to enter. He then | 
‘him hie, and even fteod {till while two N 
groes ventured to fetch away the body, wit 
out offering to hurt them. At length tl 
elephant, after he had been about an hour | 
the garden, wheeled about, as if he intend 
to fal] on us, on which we all flew to the fa 
door, in order to make our efcape ; but he fc 
lowed none of us; but going to the ba 
doer, threw it to a good diftance ; then tun 


_ ing from it, walked through the garden hedg 


and proceeding flowly to the river by Mou 
St. Fago, bathed himfelf. Having thus 

frefhed himfelf a little, he came out of tl 
river, and ftood under fome trees, by fome | 
our water-tubs ; where he alfo cooled himfe 
and then broke the tubs in pieces, as he d 
alfo a canoe that lay by them. The firing 1 
here renewed till the elephant at laft fell ; aft 
which they cut off his trunk, which was 
hard and tough, that it coft the Negroes thi 
ftrokes before they could feparate it, whi 
muft have been very painful to the elephan 
fince it made him roar; which was the of 


‘noife 1 heard him make. He was no foon 


dead, than the Negroes fell on him in crowd 
each cutting off as much as he could, fo th 
he furnifhed great numbers with food. Th 
ate wl 
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who pretended to underftand elephant-fhooting, 
afterwards told us, that we ought to have fhot 
iron bullets; indeed our’s were not only of 
lead but too {mall, and therefore moft of them 
had rebounded from his hide, and very few 
penetrated his fkull.” 
Tygers are here numerous, and of feveral 
{fpecies, fome of which are very large, and 
they are all extremely fierce and voracious ; 
but happily for the natives, while they can 
{atisfy their appetites on the flefh of brutes, 
they will not attack.any of the human race, _ 
The jackal is next_in fierceneis to the tyger, 
and is fo beld, that it devours whatever comeg. 
jn its Way, whether man or beaft. 
_ There are alfo wild boars; but they are 
yery few, and not fo rapacious as thofe of Lz 
Mrope. Theie are excellent meat. 
There are prodigious numbers of apes, of 
f tmgwhich there are a great variety of ipecies.. 
mlhe moft common fort are of a pale moufe- 
colour, and grow to the height of five feet. 
Some of the Negroes are firmly perfuaded 
that they can {peak ; but that they will not 
. af@tor fear of being fet to work. Another fpecies 
is fo jimall, that four of them put together 
would not weigh one of the former. ‘There 
mis a third fort very beautiful. Thofe of this 
@ipecies grow to the height of about two feet : 
their hair is as black as jet, and above a finger’s 
length, and they have a long white beard. 
-owdg delides theie there are many other kinds, 
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all of them are good to eat, particularly 4 
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There are feveral forts of wild cats, among 
whichis the civet cat. The Negroes are great 
lovers of dog’s flefi; which they prefer to 
that of cattle: their dogs are very ugly, and it 
is remarkable, that thofe brought from £z- 
rope {oon degenerate, and their ears grow long 
and {tiff like thofe of foxes, and in three or 
four broods, their barking turns into a howl. 
Aniong the wild beatts, there are incredible 
numbers of deer all along the Geld Coaft, efpe- 
cially at Arte and Acra, where herds of an hun- 
dred together are fometimes feen. Of thete 
there are many different fpecies, fome as large 
as cows, and others no bigger than cats ; but 


fort about two feet long, the flefh of which 1 
eiteemed very delicate. One is about four fee 
in length, and of a flender fllape, with a lons 
head and ears, and is a beautiful creature of a 
orange-colour, ftreaked with white. 

_ There are likewife hares and porcupines 
Thefe laft, which, as well as the former, are 
efteemed good faod, are great enemies to tht 
fnakes, and will attack the largeft and mol 
dangerous of thofe reptiles. 

Befides thefe, there are feveral other: qua 
drupedes, and among the reft the floth, ont 
of the moft lothfome animals in the world, 1 
being almoft impoffible to look on it withoul 
horror +. 


+ The Reader may fee the Sloth defcribed 1 
Captain Woodes Rogers’s Voyage, Chap. V. 
Vol. VI. p. 17:25 172. 
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boy Ameng the feathered tribe theré are cocks 
Pe and hens, thofe at Axim are fat and good, 
, : though fmall; but about £/ Mixa, and other 


places on the coaft, they are extremely dry and 
lean. There are alfo tame and wild ducks, 


Pe pigeons, vaft numbers of partridges; plenty 
"got pheafants, {nipes, herons, parrots; great 
ible numbers of large and fmall birds, fome of 
{pe-H which are extremely beautiful, their plumage 
hef being finely variegated with the brighteft co- 


lours, and their heads crowned with tufts of 
feathers. ‘There are likewife eagles, falcons, 
kites, and many others ef the birds of Europe, 
as well as thofe that feem peculiarly the natives 
of the Torrid Zone. | 
Let us now take a view of the amphibious 
animals and reptiles : we have already obferved, 
that the rivers {warm with crocodiles ; befides 
thefe, there is an animal of nearly the fame 
form, though it feldom exceeds four feet in 
length, its body is black, fpeckled with a 
m round fort of eyes, and the fkin is very tender. 
m it injures neither man nor beaft; it however 
fometimes makes great flaughter among the 
poultry. Its flefh isfometimes eat by the £z- 


i 1 j ropeans, and all who have tafted it agree, that 
he . it is much finer than that of a young cock or a 


B hen. 

' In this clafs of animals we may reckon the 

lizards, of which there are every where many 

B thoufands, efpecially by the walls of the forts; 

and of thefe there are various fpecies, differing 

in lize, fhape, and coleur: there are likewife 
D 2 great 
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- great numbers of cameleons, which are. far 


from living on air alone +. 

Frogsand toads are as numerous as in Exrope; 
but the latter are in fome places as large asa 

ewter plate. Thefe are mortal enemies to the 
inakes, with which they have frequent engage- 
ments, Of thefe laft reptiles there are not 
only great numbers, but a prodigious variety, 
and fome of them are of a hideous fize. Mr, 
Bofman fays, that the largeft of thofe taken 
while he was on this coaft was 20 feet long, 
and he even believes that they are ftill larger 
within land; and we have frequently found, 
fays he, in their entrails, not only harts and 


other beafts, but alfo men f. 


Some of my fervants, fays the above-men- 
tioned Author, once going to the country be- 


yond Mouree, found a fnake 17 feet long, and 


very bulky, lying about a pit of water; near 
which were two porcupines, between which 
and the fnake began a very fharp engagement, 
each fhooting very violently in their way, the 
{nake his venom, and the porcupines their 


quills of two {pansin length. My men having 


feen this fight a confiderable time, without 
being perceived by the furious combatants, in 


the heat of the battle loaded their mufkets, and 


+ See a curious defcription of the Cameleon in 


‘Vol. XII. pages 26, 27, 28. 


ft It muft be confetied that this account at firf 


fight fhocks probability, and yet the concurrent 


teitimony of many authors of reputation render the 
fact indifputable. 


let 
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et fly at the three champions to fo good a pur- 


sMemnofe, that they killed them all, and brought 
afehem to Mource, where they were devoured by 
ef™ehem and their comrades, as very great de- 
2. fam icacies, 


Moft of the fakes are venomous; but 
ne is fo to an extraordinary degree; this is 
carce a yard long ; it 1s two {pans thick, and 
ariegated with white, black and yellow, 
The {nakes not only infeft the woods, but the 
lwellings of the Negroes, and even the.very 
bed-chambers within the forts. 
The,country alfo produces {corpions, mille- 
pedes of a poifonous nature; but whofe fting 
s not fo dangerous as that of the fcorpions on 
his coaft. But nane of the reptiles and infeéts 
»f this country appear more extraordinary than 
he ants, ‘** Thefe vermin, fays the above 
ch@@raveller, make nefts about twice the height of — 
nt, f/m man, of the earth which they turn up in the 
he Mhelds and hills, and fometimes build large nefts 
eir Mpn the trees, from which places they fometimes 


ing™ome to the forts in fuch prodigious {warms, 
out Mhat they frequently oblige us to quit our beds 
inf§n the night. They are ftrangely rapacious, 


nd no animal can ftand before them: they 
ave often in the night attacked one of m 
1 inffive fheep, and before morning have made it 
b perfeét a fkelcton that nohuman hands could 
lave performed the work with fuch art. ‘hey 
| rve chickens and other fowl in this manner; 
tt Bad the rat, notwithftanding its {wiftnefs, can-_ 
lot efcape them ; for as foon as one of them 
let tacks a rat, he is inevitably gone; for at- 
, 3 . tempting 
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tempting to run away, he is affaulted by fev 


ral others, till fo many fall upon him that 

is over-powered. ‘Thefe ants are of vario 
fizes and colours, The fting or bite of the re 
ant raifes an inflammation that is more pai 
ful.than that of the millepedes. 


force thatin one night they will eat throu: 
a thick. wooden cheft of goods. 

The want of flefh and neceflary provifio 
in this country, renders it neceflary for tl 
natives to fubfift principally on fifth, and 
feems‘a particular favour of providence tk 
the fea and rivers feem to contend which fh 
producesthe belt. There are here many fa 
found in £urope, as pike, place, flounde 
bream, thornback,. lobfters, crabs, praw 
and fhrimps; befides a great variety of exe 
lent fifh that-feem peculiar to thefe feas, 


‘he whi 
are as tran{parent as glafs, and bite with fue 
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DF the Slave Coaft of Guinea. A general De. 
fcription of the Country of Whydah ; with the 
Manners and Cuftonis of the Natives: the Ho- 
mage paid the King: the Manner of punifbing 
thofe Men who have been caught with any of 
bis Wives, The Ceremonies obferved at the 
Funeral of a King, and thofe relating to Re- 


bigi ON.» 


HE Slave Coaft begins about K/o Volta, 
probably fo called from the rapidity 
with which that river rufhes into the fea; for 
being very broad a few miles within land, and 
narrow at its mouth, where the fhore riles 
high, 1t difcharges its waters with an amazing 
impetuofity. The country affords nothing ex- 
> Mtraordinary till we come to the Kingdom of 
Whydah +, which is one of the moft delightful 
places in the world. The great number and | 
variety of tall, beautiful and fhady trees on 
the coaft, {sem as if they were planted in fine 
proves, for. the fake of ornament, and are 
without under-wood or weeds, The verdant 
fields are-evety where cultivated, and no other- 
wile divided. than by thefe groves, and by 
villages, each encompafied by a low mud 


+ This country is called Fida by the Dutch, Juda 
by the French, and Whydab, by the Engli/h, Portuguefe 
and Natives. 
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wall, and regularly placed over the face of th 
country, In fhort, every thing contributes’t 
render the profpeé the moft delightful tha 
imagination can form, Not a mountain, ¢ 
even an hillog interrupts the view ; the whok 


‘country being a fine, eafy, and almoft imper 
ceptible afcent, for the {pace of 49 or go mile 
‘from the feay’ fo that from any part of thi 


kingdom you may have a profpec of the ocean, 
and the farther you go from it the more beau 


-tiful and populousisthe country. Yet the ai 
‘is extremely unhealthfyl with refpeé& to. f 


reigners, 


All the fruits produced on the Gold Coat 


grow here, befides which there are abundant 


of tamarinds, citrons, and fome others ; Eure 
pean feeds grow up to great perfeftion ; and 


- here might be planted the fineft falad gardens 
in the world. 


The cattle are cows, fheep, goats, and hogs, 


all which are but little different in fhape and 


fize fram thofe of the Gold Coaft, but are more 
ficfhy and of a more agreeable tafte. There 


are alfo horfes; but they are very indifferent 


ones; and farther within land, there are ele- 
phants, buffaloes, feveral forts, of deer, hares, 
and tygers. There are here alfo vaft numbers 


of apes, of different kinds, 


There are no other forts of tame-fowl but 
a few turkeys and geefe, cocks and hens, of 
which laft there are great plenty, which tho’ 
{mall are fat and good. The whole country 


{cems covered with wild fowl, as geefe, ducks, 


{nipes, 
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ipes, turtle-doves, and twenty other forts 
birds that are both good and cheap. 
Among all the birds in this country, there is 
e that has this remarkable circumftance at- 
nding it, that whenever it moults it changes 
s colour, fo that thofe that are black this 
sar, become blue or red the next; they will 
e yellow the following year, and afterwards 
een: but they never vary from thefe five 
plours, which are always very bright, and 
e never mixed *, 
The natives are better dreffed than thofe of 
1e Gold Coaft. ‘The drefs of the King and 
lat of the great.officers, is nearly the fame. 
confifts in a piece of white linen about three 
lslong, which encompaffes the waift, anid 
angs down to their feet like a petticoat. Up- 
this they wear a garment of filk of the fame 
ze and form; and over this laft they have a 
cher piece of filk fix or feven ells in length, 
hich they tie by the two corners, and making 
great bunch on the right hip, the reft hangs 
own to the ground fo as to form a train : 
t none are allowed to wear red, except the 
byal family. They wear necklaces and brace- 
ts of pearl, gold and coral, with chains of 
old. Moft of them never wear any thing on 
e head, to fhelter them from the rain or the 
eatof the fun; but a few of the great put 
a hat and feather, | | 


* This and moft of the following particulars relating 
Whydabh, are abridged from Le Voyage dy Chevalier 
§ Marchais en Guinee. Tom. II, 
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The common people have generally only 
few herbs or a piece of cotton of the fize o 
napkin faftened round their waiifts, to co 
what modefty teaches them to conceal: | 
the women pf the fame rank, have five or| 
cloths round the waift, the longeft of whi 
covers half the leg, and the others which 
Over it, are each Torte: than the other. 

The King’s wives, and thofe of the gn 
dees, are like all the others, naked from 


girdle upwards, and from’ the girdle do 


wards have two or three coverings of cott 
and filk, the longeft of which reaches to the 
cles, and the others are a little fhorter. Th 
are all very large and form a roll aboutt 
hips, that makes them feem as if they wort 
hoop-petticoat. They are adorned with ne 
laces, and with ftrings of pearls, gold and co 
from the wrift tothe elbow, and wear on th 
headsa cap of plaited and coloured ftraw w 
as very light, and refembles the Pope’s tiara 
Thefe people are remarkable for their ¢ 
lity to ftrangers, and the extraordinary relp 
they fhew each othen If any of them ¢ 
to vifit_a fuperior, or meets him by chan 
he immediately falls on his knees, and thi 
times kiffes the earth, and clapping his han 
wifhes him a good day or night, which t 
fuperior anfwers only with clapping his hag 
and returning the wifh. The fame marks 
refpe& are paid by the younger to the el 
brother ; by the children to the father, and 
the wives to their husbands, none of wh 


receive any thing from the other but on! 
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ee, With their hands joined ; or if they fpeak — 
them one hand is always put before the 
uth, that their breath may not be offenfive. 
hen two perfons of equal condition meet, 
y both fall on their knees, clap their hands, 
| mutually wifh. each other a good day; 
ich ceremonies are alfo nicely obferved Ae 
ir followers and dependants on each fide. 
But notwithftanding the fervile complai- 
ce, they are next to the Chize/r, the moft art- 
thieves in the world; like them, they are 
tremely addifted to gaming, after having 
their whole fubftance, they play for their 
ves and children, and when they have loft 
em, {take their own liberty, and thus be- 
me flaves to their countrymen, who fome- 
ies fell them to the Europeans ; and like the 
inefe they are indefatigably induftrious. Be- 
les agriculture, from which the King and a 
w great men are only exempted, they fpin 
ton, weave cloths, make callabafhes, wooden 
ffels, aflagays, hardware, and feveral other 
ings, which are done to greater perfection 
ere than on the Gold Coaft. While the men 
We thus employed, the women make a kind of 
cer, Which they carry to market to fell, to- 
ther with their husband’s merchandize. 
The meaner fort carry goods from tke fhore 
the King’s village, and with a burthen of 
hundred pounds on their heads, they run 
fort of continual’ trot fo faft that it is difh- 
lt to keep up with them, without any load 
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Thofe who are very rich, befides husbay 
ry, in which their wives and flaves aree 
ployed under them; drive a very confideral 
trade, not only in flaves, but in many o 
commodities, 
Thefe flaves are generally prifoners of w 


which are fold by the viétors as their bod 
When thefe flaves come to Whydah, they: 


ut in prifon all together, and are afterwa 
Ecuihe ou into a large plain to be foldto 
Ecuropeans, who before they purchafe the 
examine every limb with the greateft care. 
invalids and maimed being thrown out, the 
mainder are numbered, In the mean w 
a burning-iron with the arms or name of 
companies lies in the fire, and with this in 
the Exglifh, French, and Dutch brand tht 
poor unhappy wretches both men and wont 
to prevent their being.exchanged. After t 
they are returned to their prifon, where th 
are keptat the charge of thofe who have bou 
them, on bread and water, till they are re: 
to be taken on board, before which their 
mer matters {ftripthem entirely naked; in wh 
condition they are ftowed in the holds of 
fhips, and carried to Amerjca, where they 
again fold to the planters in the European co 
nies. I gladly drop this dreadful comme 
fo inconfiftent with Cri/tianity, and fo dill 
nourable tohuman nature. 

It is remarkable that the natives of Ay 
are {0 expert in accounts, that they reckon vt 
confiderable fums as quick, and as juftly by! 


head alone, as we do with the affiftance of fm 
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and ink, which makes it very eafy to trade 


ith them, and not half fo troublefome as it 
sto deal with other Negroes. : 
A plurality of wives is here carried to a 


yreater length, than on the Gold Coaft, or 
perhaps in any country in the world, fo that 


f the females do not vaftly exceed the males 
n number, it is evident that multitudes of the 
atter'muft for ever be excluded from marriage. 
t is faid that private men have often forty or 
fty; that their chief Captains have 3 or 400, 


mend the King as many thoufands. Thefe wives 


ay be confidered as only fo many flaves, and 
ndeed*the greateft part of them are probably 
aptives, who happen to pleafe their mafters, 

ho therefore rather chule to keep them, than 
o fell them to the Europeans, The chief part 
of them till the ground for. their hufbands, 
shile the thoft beautiful itay at home, where 


Mehey are not excufed from working ; but the 
Maen are fo extremely jealous of them, that on 


Behe leaft fufpicion they fellthem to the Evrope- 
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ss On the Gold Coaft, itis common for the. 
nufband to fhare with hiswife the profits of her 
proftitution; but here adultery is punifhed with 
leath, and if the perfon injured bea rich man, 
he crime is fufhicient to plunge his whole fa- 
nily into flavery. 3 | 
There are feveral claffes among the King’s 
ives. She who has brought forth the firft 
ale infant is at the head of the firft. This1s 
he Queen, or as they term her, the King’s 
reat wife; all the others treat her with re- 
pe&t. All in the Seraglio are under her. coms 
Vor. XVII. - B mand, 
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mand, and fhe has no fuperior but the King’ 
mother, whofe credit is greater or lefs accord. 
ing to the degree of his Majefty’s affe€tion fo 
her, or her power of managing him. Shei 
properly of no clafs; fhe has a feparate apart 
ment in the palace, flaves of her own fex to 
wait upon her, and revenues for her fupport, 
When fhe has great credit with her fon, fhe 
receives many prefents from thofe who ftand 
in need of her protection ;. but fhe is obliged 
to live in a ftate of celibacy, and is not allows 
ed to marry again, | 

If.aman accidentally touches any part of the 
body of one of the King’s wives, his head, of 
at leaft his liberty is forfeited, fhe is defiled, 
and being unfit to return to the palace, both, 
are doomed to perpetual flavery.. Hence thei 
King is entirely ferved by his wives, and no 
man is permitted to enter the apartment inha- 
bited by them; and when any of them go to 
-work in the fields, which they do by hundreds, 
whenever they fee a man they call out Stand 
clear,on, which heimmediaicly fallson his knees, 
or flat onthe ground, and thus waits for thei 
pafling by, without prefuming fo much as to 
look at them. The King on the leaft difguf 
fells 18 or 20 of them; but this does not leflen 
their number; for the officers to whom thei 
governmént of the Seraglio is intrufted, fupply#; 
their places with frefh ladies ; and whenever, 
they he a beautiful virgin, they prefent her tof, 


the King, none daring to oppofe them; and iff, 
a lady happens to pleafe his Majefty, he does , 
her the honourtolic withhertwo orthree timesMh, 

: ee after, 
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nfter which fhe is obliged to pafs the remainder 
of her life like a Nun: which in this country 
s confidered by the women as a moft dreadful 
punifhment. 

Upon the father’s death the eldeft fon inhe- 
its not only all his goods and cattle; but his 
vives, Which he keeps and enjoys as his own : 
xcepting only his own mother, for whom he 
provides a feparate apartment, and fufficient 
ubfiftance. ‘This cuftom prevails both among 
he great and the commonalty. 3 

The kingdom of Whydah is hereditary; the 
ldeft fon fucceeding his father, unlefs the great 
ave {ome extraordinary reafons for excluding 
im, and placing the crown on the head of 
mae of his brothers, as was the cafe in the year 
725. The King’s eldeft fon is therefore pre- 
imptive heir of the crown ; but then he mutt 
save been born after the King’ s acceflion ; for 
hofe he had before he afcended the throne, 
re only confidered as private perfons. 

But they have here a cuftom that is much 
nore extraordinary ; tho’ it is a law never to 

Wc violated. The fucceffor is no fooner ‘born, 
han he is carried by the great men into the pro- 
ince of Zingua on the frontiers of the king- 
lom, where he is educated as a private perion, 
fithout knowing his birth, or having the leaft 
inowledge of ftate affairs. None of the great 
re allowed to vifit or receive vilits from him. 
eis to continue at Zimgua under the care of 
private man, who tho’ he is intrufted with. 
he fecret of his birth, he is not toreveat it to- 
um on pain of death, and is to treat him in 
i 2 the 


“ 
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the fame manner as if he was his own fon, 
Thus on his afcending the throne, knowing 
neither the interefts nor the maxims of the 
ftate, he is obliged to abandon the government 
to the management of the great, and their fuc- 7 
ceffors ; for their pofts are hereditary, and the Mh 
eldeft fon always fucceeds them. a 

The ftate of abafement and ignorance, from 
which the prefumptive heir of the crown is 
thus raifed, makes him long fenfible of the 
pleafure of royalty, when he fees himfelf thus 
unexpectedly placed on the throne. Indeed 
that moment is no fooner arrived, than he 1s 
no longer confidered as a man; he becomes in 
an inftant a kind of deity, who is never ap. 
proached, but with the. moft profound reve- 
_ rence. As foon asa perfon is arrived at the 
gate of the hall of audience, he proftrates him- 
felf on the earth, and advances, creeping on 
his hands and knees, till he comes within a cer- 
tain diftance of the throne, and the King 4l- 
lows him to {peak by gently clapping his hands, 
He then utters what he has to fay in a low 
voice, and in few words, with his face to- 
wards theearth. Nobody is exempt from this 
inconvenient and humbling ceremonial; the 
greateft Lords in the Kingdom are fubject to 


—. 


it, as well as the others, and none but the ™™: 


chief Captain of the Seraglio, and the High 
Prieft can enter the palace without leave ; but 
if they {peak to the King, they, as well as the 
others, are obliged to do it in the above 
potture. 


When | 
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When one of the great men would {peak 
» the King, and has obtained his permif- 
on, he goes to the palace,: attended by all 
is men in arms, and with drums, trumpets 
nd flutes. When he arrives at the gate of 
e hall of audience, his men make a general 
iicharge of their mufkets, the drums, flutes 
d trumpets {trike up, and all the men fhout 
oud. In this manner he enters into the firtt 
ourt, and there {trips off all his cloaths, and 
ides his nakednefs with herbs put round his 
aift; he alfo takes off his bracelets, necklaces, 
ings, and in general all -his jewels. In this 


inf™ondition he proceeds to the hall of audience, 
ip-Mhere he proftrates himfelf, advances creeping 
y¢- Mio the foot of the throne, fpeaks with his face 


pwards the earth, and when his audience 1s 
nuded, retires, creeping backward, without 
anging the pofture he took in entering. On 
eI- Mis rejoining his men, who wait for him in 
al« he court, he dreffes and puts on his orna- 
ds, ments. and the King is informed:of his de- 
ow M@Barture by the firing of guns, the found of the 
to- Minfiruments of mufic, and the loud cries of joy 
his MBttered by his people. 

he The King never comes to the hall of au- 
toM@@icnce but when the directors of the com- 
the MBanies, or his great men have affairs to com- 


gh Municate to him, and are to receive his orders, 
ut Mr when he would adminifter juftice to his fub- 
the Mects. He paffes the reft of his timein hisSeraglio, 
ove’ 


ccoinpanied by his women, fix of whom ftay 
ith him; thefe are magnificently adorned, 
_ Bnd kneel before him with their heads. almott 
em E 3 touching 
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‘touching the floor. In this pofture they ente 
tain and endeavour to divert him; they dre 
him, and wait upon him at the table; an 
ufe every art to render themfelves beloved 
When he weuld be alone with one of his wive 
he touches her flightly, and gently claps hi 
hands : immediately the five others retire, ar 
having fhut the door of the room where tl 
King remains with their companion, they. ke 
it, till the happy: woman leaves it. Then f 
others take the places of the former, and: thi 
they relieve each other. 

The King’s palace is now pientifully pr 
vided with European furniture, while the gre 
men and rich merchants in this refpect endes 
vour to furnifh their houfes in the fame man 
ner. They have magnificent beds, eafy chain 
canopies, looking-glaffles, and in a word, eve 
thing fit to adorn a houfe in that climat 
There are here cooks inftruéted by thofe¢ 
France, fo that when an entertainment is give 
to an European, he finds the tables of tl 
Negro Lords ferved with as many delicaci 
as thofe of Europe. Wineis brought them fra 
Spain, the Canaries, Madeira, and France ; the 
are aHo fupplied with brandy, fw eetmeats, te 
coffee and chocolate ; and their tables fhewn 
remains of their ancient fimplicity. They a 
covered with fine linen, and they have vefld 
of filver, and fervices of china. But th 
politenefs is confined to the great and tl 
wealthy, the common people preferving the 
ancient manner. 


Notwit 
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Notwithftanding the fervility with which the 
ing ig treated by his fubjects, when the Di- 
ectors of companies or the Captains wait upon 
fim, he receives them in the hall of audience, 
aufes eafy chairs to be brought them; and 
ven drinks and {mokes with them. 
We have already obferved that the people 
ire extremely jealous, and that adultery is 
pinifhed with death: but if a man 3s fur- 
rized with one of the King’s wives nothing 
an faye them; the King himfelf pronounces 
entence again{ft them on the fpot. The offi- 
ers of the palace inftantly caufe two pits to 
We dug, fix or feven feet long, four broad, and 
ve deep, fo near together that the criminals 
Mnay fee and {peak to each other. In one of 
hefe pits a poft is fixed, to which the woman 
is faitened with her hands tied behind her. 
wo wooden forks are fixed at the end of 
he other pit, and the man being ftripped na- 
ked, is faftened to a great iron bar like a fpit, 
vith iron chains, in fuch a manner that hecan- 
not move. ‘Fhe King’s wives then bring fag- 
ots, which they put into the pit, and before 
they are lighted, the {pit to which the man is 
faftened, is put upon the two forks, and fire is 
nut to the wood in fuch a manner, that onl 
the extremity of the flames can reach his body. 
He is thus left to burn by a flow fire; a cruel 
punifhment that would laft for a long time, 
had they not the charity to turn him with his 
face downwards: in which fituation he is foon 
titted by the fmoke.. When he no longer gives” 
feny fign of lite, they undo the chains, and 
| letting 
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letting him fall intorthe pit, cover him with 
earth. ; 

The man being dead, about-so or 60 of the 
King’s wives, efcorted by a party of mufketeers, 
and accompanied with drums and flutes, come 
from the palace with each a large earthen pot 
of fcalding water on her head, which they pour 
one after another on the head of the poor wretch 
who is tied to the poft, and afterwards throw 
the pots.on her head with all their force. Dead 
or not, all the water, and all the pots that come 
from the palace are thrown on the body o# this 
unhappy woman ; after which, whether fhe be 
full alive or dead, they cut the cords that 
faiten her to the poft, pull that up, and bury 
her in the pit, under a heap of earth and 
jiones. yet 

When the wife of a great man is taken in 
adultery, he may either fell her tothe Ewropeais, 
or put her to death : if he chutes the latter, he 
caufes her head to be cut off, or has her itran- 
gled by the public executioner, and is acquitted 
by informing the King of what he has done, 
and paying the executioner’s fee. But as he 
has no power over the man who has difhonoured 
him, unlefs he catches him in the very act, in 
which cafe he kills them both, he is obliged 
to demand juftice of the King, who never fails 
to condemn the guilty to fufter death. 

This feverity is only inflicted with refpect to 
married women. lhe unmarried are not fub- 
jeét to it, and a man runs no danger in being 
caught with one of them; for nobody has any 
fault.to fiad with him, becaufe fhe is fuppofed 

| to 
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» be her own miftrefs, Itis fo far from being 
:famous for her to have children before mar- 
age, that,fhe is fure this will caufe-her to be 
poner married; becaufe it is a proof of her 
uitfulnefs, which is a very important confi- 
ration in a country where the fathers con- 
er children, efpecially the males, as the 
reateft riches, and the fupport of their fami- 
es: and it muft be obferved, that they never 

ll their own children for flaves. 

When*the King of Whydah is dead, the 
ueen, or great wife of the deceafed, lets the 
randees know it, who are obliged to keep his 

ath fecret for three months, during which 

ey affemble in order to confult whether the 
ing’seldeft fon be worthy to afcend the throne. 
his term being expired, the King’s death is 


ade public, on which every thing falls into - 


onfufion ; law, policy, juftice, feem to have 


Mexpired with the King, and the moft dreadful 


iforders are committed : but this ftate of con- 
lion lafts only five days; during which, the 
rince is fought for who is to fill the throne, 
dis put in poffeflion of the palace. A num- 
er of great guns are now fired to inform the 
eople that they have a King, and immediate- 
tranquillity and good order are reftored; the 
arkets are open, and every body applies to 
ufinefs. 

It being cuftomary to pull down the palace 
which the King dies, within three months 
iter his death another is built, to which the 
ew King is brought with all the wives belong- 
gto his father, which now become his. None 
but 
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but the mother of the deceafed, and that of 
the reigning King being exempt from this 
law. 

The new King immediately orders the fune 
ral of the late Monarch, by caufing five ca 
non to be fired at break of day, five at noon, 
and five at fun-fet. The noife of the laft i 
followed by dreadful cries and howlings, which 
refound through the whole palace. The High 
Prieft, who fuperintends the funeral, caufes: 
pit to 'be dug fifteen feet {quare and five deep, 
mn the middle of which they hollow out a vault 
eight feet {quare, in the centre of which the 
King’s body is placed with great ceremony 
The High Prieft then chufes eight of the fa 
vourite wives of the deceafed to go and ferve 
_ him inthe other world. Being dreffed in their 
-richeft apparel, and loaded with provifions, 
which they are to garry to the late King, they 
are conducted to the vault in which they are 
fhut up alive, and left there to perifh: bu 
their death is fpeedy, they being foon coveret 
with earth, 

After the death of thefe women they bring 
the men, who are alfo to go and ferve the late 
King, the number of whom is not fixed, tt 
depending on the will of the prefent Monarch 
and the High Prieft. As it is not known on 
whom the lot will fall, his late Majefty’s do- 
meftics endeavour to fly or hide themfelves, 
and do not appear till four or five days afte 
the ceremony is over. They are then reproach 
ed with having eaten the King’s bread while 
« he was living, and with receiving an infinite 
numbel 
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mber of favours from ‘him, and yet want- 
fe the gratitude to accompany him into the 
Meher world. Tothis they ufually reply, that 
e thoughts of death are dreadful, and that 
sing of an age capable of enjoying the plea- 
res of life, they could not think of quitting 
fo foon. With fuch excufes they obtain 
ardon, and are entered into the fervice of the 
ew King, promifing that if he happens to die, 
ey will be more faithful to him. 
Among, all the officers or domeftics of the 
ing who muft infallibly follow him to the 
her world, his” favourite is the principal. 
he perfon who is honoured with this title has 
particular office in the palace; he is not 
en permitted to enter it: when he has any 
‘our to afk, he muft addrefs himfélf to the 
igh Prieit, who makes known his requetts 
the Prince, who always grants them imme- 
ately. He has a right to take out of the 
arket whatever pleafes him. He is drefled 
along robe with large fleeves, and wears a 
bod, it may be of white linen, filk or Judian 
if, adorned with flowers ; and when he ap- 
ars in public, holds a cane in his hand. He 
treated with great refpect, and exempted 
i the payment of all taxes. He lives a 
ppy life ; but it ends with that of the King; 
r nothing can difpenfe with his accompany- 
¢ his matter into the other world, and he is 
€ firft who lofes his head, after the King’s 
ourites are fmothered in the cave. All the 
her men who were deftined to ferve the late 
ng, have alfo their heads cut off, and ac. 
cording 
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cording to the High Prieft’s order, their bod; 
are laid dawn, or placed fitting, with th 
heads befide them, and buried about the ca 
of the King. 

When all the bodies are covered up, tl 
raife above them a_ great heap of ear 
which terminates in a pyramid, at the to 
which they place the arms which the Kin 
accuftomed to ufe, and furround them with 
number of Fetifhes, or little earthen figure 
that are the tutelar deities to. guard them. 

Thofe would be very much to blame wi 
fhould accufe the Negroes of Whydabh of havi 
no religion: they practife circumcifion, } 
this does not here feem to be a religious rit 

‘for they know no better reafon for. it, thant 
being practifed by their fathers and gral 
fathers, who learned it from their anceito 
and that they ought therefore to follow th 
example. | 

The moft fenfible men of Whydah have 
confufed idea of the exiftence, and unity. 
God ; whom they fuppofe to be in heaven, a 
fay, that he rewards the good, and punifhest 
wicked, and that it is he who makes the thund 
roll-in the fky : buti imagining that it would! 
prefumption in them to addrefs their petiti 
to him, they have feveral inferior deities, 4 
befides the Fetifhes, which they have in cot 
mon with the Negroes on the Gold Coaft, th 
have four principal objects of religious’ wi 
fhip ; the ferpent, which holds the firft ey 
the trees, which are of the fecond clafs; 
fea; which is only in third rank, and dk 
who is the god of countels, 
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The worfhip of the ferpent is accounted for 
» the following manner: the people of Whydah 
sing ready to give battle to the king of Arad, 
neighbouring nation, a great ferpentcamefrom 

eenemy’s army, to furrender itfelf to that 
f Whydah, and, appeared fo gentle, that far 
om biting, it fawned upon every body; which 

e the High Prieft obferving, ventured to take 

in his hands, and to hold it up on high, to 
ew it the whole army; who being aftonifhed 

the prodigy, proftrated themfelves before the 
armlefs animal, and then fell upon the enemy 
ith fuch courage, that they gained a complete 
Bectory. This the foldiers attributed to the 
Marpent. They carried it away with them, built a 
uufe for it, brought it provifions, and ina 
tle time the new god eclipfed all the others, 
ren the Fetifhes, which were the firft, and 

e moft antient gods of the country ; and its 
orfhip encreafed in proportion to the imagi- 


y @ety favours they fuppofed they had received 


om it; thus it did not long remain in the firft 


stagpute they had built for it ; they erected a more 


mptuous one, with many courts, and {paci- 
siodgings. They appofnted it a High Prieft, 


nd an entire order of Marabouts to ferve it. 


ut this was not all, they dedicated to it the 
meott beautiful women, and that it might never 
meant fervants, chofe new ones every year. 
It is remarkable that the moft fenfible Ne- 


anfaroes, very gravely affert, that the ferpent they 


bw worthip is really that which came to their 
aceftors, and gave them the celebrated victory 
at delivered them from the oppreifions of the 
Vou. XVII. oS - King 
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King of Ardrab. The pofterity of this ferpe 
have multiplied extremely, and have not & 


generated from the good qualities of their f 


ther. They do no injury to any one; b 
{uffer the people to place them in their b 
foms, to put them about their necks, a 
into their beds. The only refentment th 
fhew is againft the venomous ferpents, whi 
they always endeavour to deftroy: and the 
is no danger of the people’s miftaking one f 
the other. Thefe laft are all black, andr 
femble vipers ; they are four yards long, a 
an inch and a half in diameter; but the ben 
ficent ferpent is not commonly above feven f 
and a half in length, but it is of the thickne 
of a man’s leg. It has a large round hea 
anda pointed tail. Its fkin is very beauti 
it being of a whitifh colour, marked in war 
very agreeably with yellow, blue and brown. 
The people efteem themfelves happy wht 
one of thefe honours their houfe with its pr 
fence: they give it a bed, and if it be a! 


tale with young, they make her a little hou! 


to which fhe retires to bring them forth, a 
when fhe or her young want food, they fete 
it them till they are big enough to take cal 
of themfelves. The perfon that fhould } 
one of them would fufter a cruel death. 
Every body knows that ferpents or {nal 
multiply extremely, and that they live for 
long time: one would therefore imagine, th 


the earth would be covered with them: } 
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the black ferpents give them no quarter, “i, 


without refpect to their divinity, kill and: 
thei 
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em: the {wine do the fame, and this dimi- 
fhes their number; but it always cofts the 
e of thofe animals when they are caught in 
efaét; nothing ¢an hinder a hog from be- 
g immediately put to death; the people have 
p refpect to thofe to whom they belong ; for 
jough they are the King’s they are killed on 
ie fpot, and their flefh belongs to thofe who 
wghter them. 
The ferpent of Whydah, from which all the 
hers of the fame fpecies are faid to be de- 
ended, is worfhipped in his houfe or temple, 
pon every occafion: therefore the offerings 
d facrifices made to him are not confined to 
lls and rams, to loaves of bread, fruit, ora 
w gold rings. The High Prieft often pre- 
ribes a confiderable quantity of valuable mer- 
andize, barrels of bougies*, powder, bran- 
"Way, hecatombs of bulls, fheep, fowl, and fome- 
mes even human facrifices are offered to his 
mour. All. this depends on the fancy and 
arice of the Prieft. 
The Marabouts or Priefts of the grand fer- 
ent, are of one family, of which the High 
neft, who is one of the grandees, is. the chief. 
llthe other Marabouts receive his orders, and 
ay obedience to him. But befides the men 
nd women of this family a number of girls are 
onfecrated to the ferpent, which procures them 
Miverfal refpect, and confers upon-them many 


* Thefe are the fame with the thells called cowries, 
lgarly termed blackmore’s teeth, which are brought 
mom the Ma/diva ifland, and on the coaft of Guinea 
Ps for fmall money: 
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extraordinary privileges, one of which is 

right to tyrannize over their hufbands, whe 
they can find aman fuch a fool as to margggts 
one them. : 

But to proceed to the other deities : Agay 
or the god of countels, is confulted by the per 1 
ple before they undertake any thing, Th I 
god is a paltry Jittle idol of black earth, whidiy © 
rather refembles:a mifhapen monfter than ane’ 
thing elfe, It is reprefented feated or crouclm” 
ing on a kind of pedeftal of red earth, on whid 
there is a piece of red cloth, adorned wit 
cowries, and \he has about his neck a {carle 
band, to which hang four cowries. His he’ 
is crowned with lizards, ferpents and red fe 
thers. This idol is placed on a table in th 
High Prieft’s houfe, with three callabafhes be 
fore him, in w hich are fifteen or twenty ball ‘ 
of earth. Thofe who would confult him, adam’ 
drefs themielves to a Marabout, tell him th 
fubject that brought them thither, give Mf 
shee offering defigned for the ‘god, and th | 
price of confulting him, after which the 
tion is determined by throwing the balls ha 
one callabafh into another a certain number mm 
times, when if there be an odd number ing 
each, the Marabout boldly pronounces that them 
oracle has declared in his favour, and the mag? 
may undertake the affair on which he has cong 
fulted the god. 

When the fea is agitated in an extraordinaty 
manner, fo that merchandize can neither | 
embarked, nor brought afhore, they conful 
the High Prieft, and by his advice facrifice a bul 
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afheep on the bank of the fea, fuffering the 
ood to run into the water, and throw a gold 
ng into the waves, as far as they are able. 
e ring and blood are loft; but the body of 
¢ faerificed beatt belongs to the Prieft, who 
infes it to be carried to his houfe. 

It cofts lefs to render the trees favourable. . 
is commonly the fick that have recourfe to 
em, who make them an offering of millet, 
aize or tice, which the Marabout places at 
e foot of the tree to which the fick man pays 
s devotions. 


CHAP. V. 


concife Defer: iption of the Kingdom of Ardrah, 
on the Slave Coa ft of Guinea ; - vith the 
Cuftoms and Manners of the Inhabitants.* 


I HE Kingdom of Ardrab, is but of {mall 
extent on the coafit, where the King- 
oms of Waydah and Popo are taken out of it. 
tea ches only 2; - leagues along the fhore ; but 
in land it extends from eatt to weit from 
le river /olta “ that of Benin, which is above 
00 leagues, and it reaches fill farther trom 
orth to fouth. 
The manners, cuftoms and religion of thefe 
Bee are in fome refpects the {ame as t! yole of 
tydah, except their not worhht ping th 


* Betracted from the Sieur @’ Elbée. 
, 3 ferpent,. 
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ferpent. On the contrary, they fearch for the 
tame and gentle ferpents, in order to kill and 
eat them. 

However, the people here offer up neither 
prayers nor facrifices. They feem to have no 
idea of another life, and only dread the ac. 
-cidents that may render this life unhappy, 

The great Marabout appoints for every fa 
mily the Fetifhes they are to honour, 1n order 
to fecure themfelves from thefe misfortunes, 
The Fetifhes of the King and the court ar 
certain black birds almoft like the crows of 
Europe. With thefe the gardens of the palace 
are filled, and they are fed as well, though 
they are not treated with the fame refpect, a 
the ferpents of Whydab. 

Private perfons have for their Fetifhes fome 
a mountain, others a tree, a ftone, a pieced 
wood, or any other inanimate fubftance, which 
they regard with a kind of refpect ; but as we 
have already obferved, offer no prayers to 
them. 

The great Marabout has in every town? 
houfe to which he invites by turns the wives 
of all the freemen, to learn {ome religious ex 
ercifes. They ftay there five or fix months, 
and are inftruéted by old women in a fort oi 
finging and dancing. ‘They make them entel 
by bands, which fucceed each other day ant 
night, in a hall appointed for that purpofe, 
and after having tied {mall irons and brafs plate! 
to their legs and feet, in order that they my 
make the greater noife, they dance and fing 
with all their force. This dance confifts 4 
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hemamping and performing all the agitations and 
nimmnotions of the body that are moft fatiguing, 

d moft difficult to fupport. They accom-_ 

any it with a fong, mixed with cries and 
owling, performed in cadence, and contmue 
Mais violent exercife till they faint away, when 
y.aan an inftant their old miftreffes fubftitute ano- 
fammmer fet of fcholars in the room of thofe who 
re out of breath, who begin the fame dance, 
ese fame fong, and the fame cries, to the great 
arcimmiturbance of the neighbourhood. 

The Sieur @’ Eléée, who was there in 1670, 
actMmbierves, that in the great Marabout’s houfe he 
igh WV a figure made to reprefent the devil, which 

amas of the fize of ‘a child of four years of age, 
nd painted white $ and he afferting that the 
mefmevil was black, the Marabout sravely replied, 
hat he was miftaken, for he was fure he was. 
ich@™ery white, for he had feen and {poke to him 
wemmeveral times. | 
ti/™ The above gentleman found at A/em fome 
legroes who were Chri/tiazs, and came to afk 
nif™mim for chaplets of’ beads, and to afk if he 
vem ould not order mafs to be faid in his apart- 
ex@™ent. It is probable that. thefe Negroes had 
ths, meen baptized by the Portugue/e while they 
—ofere eftablifhed in the kingdom. 
itet/™ All the men of rank wear two fhort petti- 
andmmoats of taffety or other filk, and have filk 
arfs in the form of thoulder-belts. Mott of 


atel™mem go with their heads and feet naked ; they 
mayfmay, however, wear bonnets, or hats. and 
fing@ndals, except in the King’s palace. ‘The 
s omen of the common rank are covered from the 


girdle 
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virdle to the knees with a piece of ferge, thagiivst 
goes twice round them, the ends wrapping 
over at the navel. The poor, and thofe who 
gain their living by their labour, have only 3 
{mall piece of cotten cloth, or fome grafs to 
cover their nudities, and have the head and 
feet naked. | 

The women of rank have petticoats and 
{carts like the men, and as they feldom leave 
their houfes, they commonly wear nothing 
on. their heads and feet. The poor women 
have fhort cloths tied about their waifts, an 
have their heads and feet always naked. 

The city of Affem, the capital of the king. 
dom, is furrounded by four walls of earth which 
are very high and thick. This earth is red 
and forms a fubitance as firm and as even @ 
plafter, though it does not-appear to be mixed 
with lime. Each wall has a large and deep 
ditch, not on the outfide but within it, and over 
thefe ditches are wooden bridges. 

The palace when Mr. @’£déée was there*, 
was very large and compofed of many great 
courts, entirely furrounded with porticos, 
above which were apartments, that had fmall 
windows. In fome of thefe chambers the floot 
was covered with large Turdy carpets, , and in 
others with mats. A fingle eafy chair was i 
each room, and they were likewife furnihet 


* This country hes been fince ravaged by the i 
of Dahomey, who in 1724, made a conqueft both 0 
Whydah and Ardrah, which has tprobably produced 
fome confiderable changes. 


will 
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ammvith fkreens, cheits, cabinets and porcelain 
wmmprought from China. There was no glafs in 
hie windows but only frames of white linen, 
fend taffety curtains. The ‘gardens were very 
pacious, and confifted of long viftas of thick. 
ees, to afford a cool and fhady retreat. 
The King always eats alone, and when he. 
rinks an officer makes a fignal with two {mall 
ods of iron, in order that all who are within 
ght may turn away and not look at his Ma- 
ty : for feeing him drink js thought a crime 
jorthy of death. ‘The very officer who pre- 
nts the glafs is faid to turn his body and head, 
ndto prerent it backward. This they fay is 
one to prevent the effects of forcery at that 
oment. 
The King is always ferved on the knee, and: 
is refpect is fhewn even to the provifions fet 
nhis table. Thofe who happen to be in the 
ray of the officers who carry them, proftrate 
emfelves with. their faces to the earth, and 
ve not raife-them up, till the difhes are out 
ight. : 
The commerce of the ftate confiits only in 
aves and provifions : thefe flaves are of feve- 
il kinds ; fome are prifoners of war, others 
e paid to the ftate by the neighbouring king- 
ms, dependant on that of Ardrab. Some 
e condemned to be fold for flaves, for having 
olated the laws of their country. Some are 
<ingimaves by birth, as are the children of all flaves ; 
) ofj™md there are others who not being able to pay 
ucol@heir debts, are fold for the benefit of their 
editors. T hofe who have difobeyed the Ki : 9’s 
orders 
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orders are inevitably condemned to fuffer death, 
and their wives and kindred, to a certain de. 
gree, become flaves to the King, who fells 
them to whom he pleafes. 

‘The common: people can neither fead not 
write, they theref®re in buyingand felling make 
ufe of cords tied in knots, each of which ha 
a particular fignification. Thefe knots are in 
ufe among many of the Savages of America 
But the reat underftand the Portugue/e tongue, 
which they read and write very well. 


AINSI SER 


CHAP, VI. 
Of the Kingdom of Great Benin. 4 De/cripti 


of the City of Benin, and of the King’s Palast 
with the Religion, Cuftoms, and Manners | 
the Inhabitants, 


BOUT fifty miles eaft of Ardrah ar 
fituated the cape and river of Formo/i 
otherwife called Benin, from the kingdom 0 
Great Benin on its banks. The country by th 
fides of this river is very unhealthful, an 
peftered with mufketoes, which are very troubl 
{ome to the Europeans, who have had factorie 
in three villages up the river. 

The natives feem very civil to each other 
and at the fame time are prudent and refervet 
efpecially in the management of their trade 
always pretending to be poorer than they real 
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are, in Order to efcape'the rapacious hands of 
heir Governors. 

The habit of the Negroes 1s neater and more 
yrnamental than that of the Negroes on the 
aid Coaft. The rick wear a white callico or 
otton cloth, about a yard long, and half a 
ard broad, which ferves them for drawers. 
Over this they wear a finer white cotton drefs, 
hich 1 Commonly 16 or 20 yards long, this 
swrapp’d about them; over this is a fcarf, 
bout a yard long, and two fpans broad, the 
nd of which is adorned with fringe or lace. 
n thefe cloaths they appear abroad; but at 
1omd they wear acoarfe cloth about their waitts 
ftead of drawers ; and above all a great paint - 
dcloth, of the manufacture of the country, 
hich they wear like a cloak. ‘The meaner 
rtare dreft in the fame manner, only the 
uf they wear is coarfer. 
The wives of the great Lords wear fine cal- 
co cloths round their waifts, handfomely che- 
uered with feveral colours. ‘The upper part 
the body is covered with a beautiful cloth 
bout a yard long. Their necks are adorned 
ith necklaces of coral, very agreeably difpoi- 
i; their arms are dreffed up with bright 
opper, Or iron bracelets ; as are alfo the legs of 
me of them; and their fingers arelas thick 
rowded with copper rings as they can poflibly 
earthem. ‘The meaner fort differ from the 
ch only in the goodnefs of their cloaths. 
imoft all the children go naked; the boys 
il they are ten oF twelve years old, and the girls 
U nature di{covers their maturity: till then 
they 
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they wear only ftrings of coral twifted ak: 
their middles, which are not fufficient to hi 
their nudities, | ee 
The men let their hair grow in its natu 
form, except buckling it in two or three pl 
ces in order to hang a great coral to it 4 
the women’s hair are artfully turned up in 
great and {mall buckles, and divided at tl 
crown of the head like a cock’s comb invet 
ed, by which means the {mall curls are pla 
ed in exa&t order. Some divide their h 
into twenty plaits and curls, : 
The King is an abfolute Monarch, his w 
being a law. Next to him are three gr 
Lords, to whom all muft addrefs themfel 
who want to apply to his Majefty ; but as th 
are fure to inform him only of what they, the 
felves pleafe, the whole adminiftration of t 
government depends on them. Next to. the 
are the dre de Roe, or ftreet Kings, fomet 
whom prefide over the commonality, othe 
over the flaves ; fome over military affairs, a 
others over the affairs relating to the cat 
and the fruits of the earth, &c, | 
From thefe Are de Roes arechofenthe Vi 
roys and Governors of the countries fubjed 
the King ; who are recommended by.the thr 
great Lords, and are refponfible to them, 1 
King prefents each of them a ftring of con 
as a mark of their honour: but this fring th 
are obliged to wear about their necks, witho 
ever daring to put it off on any account wit 
foever, and if they are fo unhappy as to lole! 
or carelefly fuffer it to be ftelen, they are ¢ 
: : tals 
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tainly condemned to die, The King keeps 
thefe corals, which are faétitious, in his own 
poficffion ; and the counterfeiting, or having 
any of them, without his grant,’ is punifhed 
ith death, They are made of a fort of 
pale red earth or itone, and are fo well gla- 
zed, that they look like fpeckled marble. © 
The King has a great revenue ; for his ter- 
itories are very large. He keeps his courtin 
he city of Benin, whence the river and the 
whole kingdom derives its name. This city 
s of great extent, and the ftreets are very long 
ind broad: and befides are keptvery clean and 
eat, every woman cleaning her own door. 
ormerly it was clofely built, and in a manner 
verftock’d with inhabitants, buthalfthe houfes 
renow in ruins.” Thofe that are {till ftanding 
re large and tolerably handfome but are built 
ith clay walls, there not being a ftone in the 
hole country as big asa man’s filt, They 
recovered atthe top with reeds, {traw or leaves. 
larkets are kept every day in the {treets, e1- 
er of corn, cotton, elephants teeth, or Ez- 
pean wares, but theinhabitants are all natives, 
reigners being not permitted to live there. 
The palace, which forms a principal part of 
ecity, is built upon a large plain, and has 
Ohoufes joining to it. The firft place you 
ome to is a very long gallery, (if it may he 
alled by that name,) fuftained by 58 ftrong 
lanks, about twelve feet high, inftead of pil- 
rs; thefe are neither fawed nor plained ; but 
nly hack’d out. On paffing this gallery, you 
me to a mud wall that has three gates, at each 
Vol. XVII. G - corner 
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corner one, and one in the middle ; this lat) 
adorned on the top with a wooden turret, about 
69 or 70 feet high, ornamented on the top with 
a large copper {nake, well caft. Entering on 
of thefe gates, you come into a large fquar 
almoft a quarter of a mile over, and enclofe 
by a low wall, at the oppofite fide of whid 
you come to another kind of gallery, whit 
has a gate at each end; and paifing thro’ on 
of them, a third gallery appears, differing fron 
the former only in the planks which fuppot 
it, that have fome little refemblance to huma 
figures, but wretchedly executed. Going thn 
a gate of tnis gallery you enter another gred 
fquare, and a fourth gallery, beyond which 
the King’s dwelling-houfe, where is anothe 
brazen {nake. The firft apartment is the King 
audience chamber, where he fits on an ivoy 
couch, under a canopy of Indian filk ; thi 
room is adorned with feven elephant’s tecth 
made perfectly clean, and placed on ivory | 
deftals. | 

As to the religion of the inhabitants of Beni 
they afcribe to God the attributes of omnipr 
fence, omnifcience, and invifibility, and f 
that he governs all things by his providence 
but like the other Negroes on this coaft, tht 
offer up their petitions to things confecrated fe 
that purpofe, as elephant’s teeth, and the le 
and yet they think it abfurd to make any 
poreal reprefentation of the Deity. They mia 
daily offerings of a few boiled yams, mit 
with oil, which they lay before their fubord 
nate deities ; and fometimes they offer a *” 
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wut then the idol has only the blood ; becaufe 
ey like the flefh themfelves. ‘They are faid 
oobferve a kind of fabbath every fifth day, 
nwhich the great facrifice cows, fheep and. 
oats, while the commonality kill dogs, cats, 
nd chickens; and of whatever is killed large 
ortions are diftributed to the neceflitous, in 
rder to enable them to celebrate this feftival. 
hey have a ‘great feaft in May, called the 
oral feaft, which is the only time when the 
fing appears publicly. On this occafion, he 
omes magnificently dreffed to the fecond{quare 
f the palace, where he is feated under a fine ca- 
\opy, his wives and great officers placing them- 
elves around him. Soon after they begin a 
roceflion, and the King rifes in order to offer 
acrifices, * during which he is faluted with 
he loud acclamations of the people. In about 
quarter of an hour the King returns to his 
lace, where he ftays about two hours, in or- 
ler to give the people time to perform their 
levotions ; which being done, he returns home. 
rhe remainder of the day is {pent in featting, 
nd the King caufes all forts of provifions to be 
iftributed to all in common, and the great 
ollow his example : fo that on that day nothing 

s feen throughout the whole city, but all 
offible marks of rejoicing. The reafon of this 
etival is unknown. 

One day in the year they have likewife an 
xpenfive feftival in honour of their deceafed 
nceftors. 

The men marry as many women as their 
ircumftances will allow them to keep; they 

G 2 have 


64 A DESCRIPTION 


have fcarce any marriage ceremonies among 
either rich or poor, except only, that the firk 
treat the bride’s friends more {fplendidly than 
the others. ‘hey are very jealous of their 
wives with their own countrymen, but plac 
greater confidence in the Ewropeans ; for they 
fuffer the latter freely to converfe with them; 
but no Negroe is allowed to come near the wo 
men’s apartment. All the difference between 
the wives of the great and thofe of the meanet 
fort, is, that the former are always fhut up very 
clofe ; while the latter go every where. 

Adultery i is here ‘punithed different ways: I 
one of the commonalty furprizes his wife it 
the fact, he may lawfully feize all the effects 
the paramour, which he may immediately ap. 
ply to his own ufe. While he punifhes his wi 
with a cudgel ; and then turns her out of door 
to feek her "fortune. The rich revenge them: 
elves the fame way; but the women’s relations, 
to avoid the fcandal that might fall upon the 
family, reconcile the injured hufband by giving 
him a good fum of money, to induce him td 
reftore her again to favour, But if the Gover: 
nors furprize a perfon debauching their wives, 
they kill both on-the fpot, and then throw ont 
their dead bodies, that they may become a pre 
to the wild beafts. -. 

If a woman bears two children at a birth, tt 
is believed to be a good omen, and the King 
is immediately informed of it, who caufes the 
public joy to be exprefled by all forts of mufic. 
This is the cafe in all the territories of Benin, 


except at Arebo, where both the woman - 
the 
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etwins arecruellyfacrificed toa certaindzmon 
hich they fuppefe inhabits a wood near the 
wn. But if the man happens to have an ex- 
aordinary affection for his wife, he generally - 
ys a female flave, and facrifices her in her 
cad. At prefent the men, when the time of 
cir wives delivery approaches, fend them to » 
nother place where this inhuman cuftom is 
ot obferved. : 
When the child is feven days old, the pa- 
nts make a imall feaft, imagining that the 
fant is paft its greateft danger; and in order 
prevent the evil {pirits doing it any mifchief, 
ey ftrew all the ways with provifions ready 
efled, in order to appeafe them. 
Eight or fourteen daysafterthe birth of their 
ildren both males and females are circumcil- 
; the former are bereft of the prepuce, and 
elatter'of a fmall part of the clitoris; be- 
les they make {mall incifions all over the 
Mies of the infants, in a fort of regular man- 
tr, exprefling fome figures; and notwith- 
nding the cruelty of thus torturing the poor — 
nocents, this cuftom is univerfally obferved 
ong the inhabitants of Bevin. 
If they fall fick they have immediately re- . 
fe to the Prieft, who here, as well as on 
> Gold Coaft, aéts the phyfician. If his re- 
dies prove ineffectual, he has recourfe to 
rifices, and if the patient recovers is much 
eemed. But the Priefts are here generally 
or, becaufe on common occafions each per- 
otters his own facrifice, and performs the 
vice of his idols, without troubling them. 
73 The 
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The cattle and productions of the country ' 
are much the fame as in the other parts of Gui- , 
nea, only the country contains great numbers . 
of elephants, and lions, as well as tygers. 

When any perfon dies, the corpie is wathed | 
and cleaned, and if a native of Beniz happens 
to die at a very diftant place, the body is per- 
fectly dried up over a gentle fire, and put into 
a cofin, whofe planks are clofe joined with 
glue, and brought the firft opportunity to that 
city, in order to be buried. The neareft re- 
lations, wives and flaves, go into mourning 
for the deceafed; fome fhave their beards, 
others half their heads. The public mourning 
commonly lafts fourteen days. Their lamen- 
tations and cries are accommodated to the tunes 
of feveral mufical inftruments ; with large in- 
termediate ftops, during which they drink very 
plentifully. When the funeral is over, each 
perion retires to his own houte, and the neareft 
relations, who continue in mourning, in this 
manner bewail the dead, during feveral months. 

Their mufical inftruments chiefly confift of 

large and {mall drums not very different from 
thofe of the Gold Coait: they have befidesa 
fort of iron bells on which they play; .and 
callabafhes hung round with cowries, that ferve 
them inftead of caftagnets; all which together 
afford a very difagreeable and jarring found. 
Befides thefe they have a kind of harp, ftrungg If 
with fix or feven extended reeds, upon which 
they play with much art, at the fame time they 
‘fing to it very agreeably, and dance in fuch: 
juft manner as is very diverting. th 
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The natives here are not at all addi&ed to 

yming ; for they only play for diverfion ; but 
ever for money. eg 

They divide the time into years, months, 
| Meecks, and days; and reckon fourteen months 
; MP the year. 
They are entirely ignorant of the art of war; 
dit is with the greateft relu€tance they are 
ce to face anenemy. Their weapons are 
fort of hangers, fmall poniards, affagays, 
ows and poifoned arrows, ‘They have light 
ields made of {mall bamboos, but as they 
annot ward off a forcible blow, they are of 
ttle fervice. — 
They are well fkilled in making feveral forts 
dyes, as green, blue, red, yellow and black. 


n« Whe bine they prepare fiom indigo ; ‘but the 
ry Mer colours they extra& from certain trees. 
ch @hcy {pin cotton, and weave cotton cloths in 


ch quantities, that many thoufand pieces are 
kported every year. Befides weaving, they 
ave few mechanical arts; their otherworkmen | 
¢ moftly {miths, carpenters, and leather- 
om Meliers ; but their workmanhhip is fo clumfy, 
lat an ingenious boy who had been but a 
lonth or two learning in Ezropfe would exccl 
remem ; though perhaps the mafters themfelves 
her ight be unable to outdo them, -had they only 
cir tonls, 
If poffeffed of wealth, the people live well ; 
tir common diet being beef, mutton sad 
ickens, with yams for bread; which after 
ey have boiled they beat very fine, in or- 
mm to make cakes of it, They frequently 
| treat 
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treat one another, and generoufly impart: 
portion of their fuperfluity to the neceflitoy 
The meaner fort content themfelves wit 
fmoaked or dried fifh: their bread is alf 
yams, bananas, and beans, and their drini 
water and pardon wine, which 3 is none of th 
belt. 

The King, and the great Lords, and even 
Governor, who is but indifferently rich, fut 
fift feveral poor at their refidence ; employin 
thofe who are fit for any work, aad charitabli 
fupporting thofe incapable of ‘labour withou 
working ; fo that there are here no beggar 
nor do we find any among ‘them remarkab} 
poor, They fhew their liberality by ml 
tual prefents of all forts of goods which th 
fend to each other: and likewife fhew they 


hofpitality by giving the Europeans prodigiou 
quantities of refrefhing provifions, 
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CHAP; 1. 


Author arrives at James’s Fort, in the River 


ambia, which is defcribed, as is alfo the 


aclery of Tancrowall, and fome other Places 
a the Continent. Oue of the Kings comes to the 


ort. A particular Account of the Mundingoes, © 


ve African Portuguefe, Jolloifts, Pholeys, 
nd Floops, who are different Tribes that in- 
abit the Countries near the River Gambia. 


EFT England in Fuly 1730, on my being 
appointed a writer in the fervice of the 
jal African company, and on the gth of No- 
yber came to an anchor in the mouth of the 

bia, As we failed up that river near the 

| fhore, 
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fhore, the country appeared very beautify 
being for the moft part woody; and betwee 
the woods were pleafant green rice groun 
which, after the rice is cut, are ftocked wi 
cattle, On the 1:th we landed at Famtes’s iflan 
which is fituated in the middle of the rive 
that is here at leaft feven miles broad. Th 
ifland lies about ten leagues from the river 
mouth, and is about three quarters of a m 
in circumference. Upon it is a {quare ftor 
fort regularly built, with four baftions; an 
upon each are feven guns well mounte 
that command the river all round; befide 
under the walls of the fort facing the fea, : 
two round batteries, on each of which are fa 
large cannon well mounted, that carry ball 
24 pounds weight, and between thefe are nin 
{mall guns mounted for falutes. As this fo 
is the chief fettlemeut of the Exzgli/fs on th 
river Gambia, the following north view of 
taken on the fpot, will not be difagreeable| 
the reader; and here A is the {mith’s fhop 
_B the foldiers barracks; C baftions; D a bel 
E apartments; F a terrace walk; G a fenty 
box; H a lime-kiln ; I the river Gambia. 

Befides the fort, there are feveral fa€tont 
up the river, fettled for the convenience | 
trade; but they are all under the dire€tion | 
the Governor and chief merchants of the fo 
For this purpofe the company have here thr 
or four floops of about 30 tons each, and abc 
the fame number of long-boats; fome of whi 
are conftantly employed in fetching provi 
and water from the main for the ufe of t 
garrilo 
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rrifon, and the reft are employed in carry- 
g goods up to the factories, and bringing 

pm them flaves, elephants tecth and wax. 
On my arrival, I had a good apartment 
en me near the compting-houfe. I dieted 
th the reft of the writers, at what was call- 
the fecond table ; and we had frefh provi- 
ns in plenty, there being a beaft killed every 
erday; fowls were brought daily by the 
tives to fell to the Governor, and he allowed 
ery perfon who did not care for beef, to 
we them at a very eafy rate. Our table, as 
ell as that of the Governor’s, was almoft 
ery day fupplied with greens from the com- 
ny’s garden at Gillyfree, for which we paid 
thing. Flour we were well fupplied with 
y the company, and having a baker on the 
and we had very good bread made us every 
yy. Oyfters we had when we pleafed, for at 
w water we could pet them at the north- 
rth-weft point of the ifland, . We had wine 
d brandy at a moderate price, and when 
¢ Governor had any quantity of beer, we had 
pretty good fhare of it. In fhort, we wanted 
i nothing that was neceflary in regard to diet; 
tevery one who come there ought to bring 
dding, cloaths and chefts. As foon as a 
rion arrives, it is ufual to agree with fome 
roman at Gillyfree, on. the oppofite continent, 
)wath their linen, which they do by the 
lonth, with good foap of their own making. 
On the 16th, Mr. Fobn Hamilton, my fhip- 
ate; was ordered up to manage the factory 
Tancrowall, fettling there chiefly for bees- 
Wax, 
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wax. This town is divided into two py 
one for the Portuguefe, and the other for 
Mundingogs. ‘The former live in large {fq 
houfes, the latter in round huts, made q 
good fat binding clay, which foon harde 
they are about twenty feet diameter, and a 
eight feet high, with a roof like that ¢ 
bechive madeeither of ftraw or palmetto leat 
fo well fitted together, that the rain can 
penetrate, nor the heatof the fun ftrike thro 
them. TZazcrowall is the refidence of a Pr 
annually fent over from ‘St. Fago, one oft b 
Cape de Verd iflands, who has a church hime) 
in which, during the Prieft’s ftay, mals is{ 4 ¢ 
almoft every day. Here are many of thet Bs 
{ccndants of the Portuguefe, who fend can ¢ cal 
up the river to trade once or twice a year: “ti 
which means they have made this town a pla ~ 
of great refort, and the richeft in the wh 
river. Itis about half a mile in length, 3 
pleafantly fituated by the water-fide, with 
woody hill behind it, | a 
A night or two after, I fupped upon oyiit 
that grew upon trees: this being fomewhat 
markable, it may be thought worthy of 
explanation. Down the river where the wal 
is falt, and near the fea, the river is bound 
with trees called mangroves, whofe leaves } 
ing long and heavy, weigh the boughs intol 
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water: tothefe leaves the young oyfters fa 
in great quantities, where they grow till th 
are very large, and then you cannot feparé 
them from the tree ; but are obliged to cut? 
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e boughs, with the oyfters hanging on them, 
fembling ropes of onions. | 

On the 20th, I went to St. Domingo on the 
ain land, which was the firft time of my 
nding upon the continent of dfrica. Iwalk- 
from St. Domingo to Gillyfree, which is about 
mile and a half, all the way through grafs 
pent or nine feet high. By the way wefaw a 
oer number of lizards, fome of which have 
Macads as yellow as gold. St. Domingo lies on 
enorth fide of the river, directly oppofite to 
ames’s ifland, and confifts only of afew round 
uts belonging to the company, in which fome 
ftheir caftle-flaves live, who cut wood for the 
. mime of the fort, take care of a well, and fill 
mare cafks daily brought over from the-fort for 
at purpote. : 

On the 22d of February, one of the Kings of 
mia came to the fort, and on his landing, 
as faluted with five guns. He came to fee 
eGovernor, or rather to afk for fome powder 
nd ball, in order to enable him to defend him- 
If again{t fome people with whom he was at 
ar: he was a young man, very black, tall, 
of Med well fet ; was dreffed in a pair of fhort, 
wie vow, cotton-cloth breeches, and wore on his 
ndaec® 2 garment of the fame cloth, made like 
es Ma Utplice: he had on his head a very large 
‘oer, to which was faftened part of a goat’s 
imme, which is a cuftomary ornament with the 
 thameeat men of this river; but he had no fhoes 
varie” ftockings. He and his retinue came in a 
‘utdaege canoe holding about fixteen people,’ all 
~ qgmed with guns and cutlaffes, With him 
Vou. XVII. H came 
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came two or three women, and the fame num 
ber of Mundingo drums, which are abcut a yan 
long, -and a foot or tw enty inches diametg 
atthe top, but lefs at the bottom; made oy 
of a folid piece of wood, and covered only a 
the wideft end with the fkin of a kid. The 
beat upon them with their left hand, ufing onl 
one drum ftick; and the women ‘will dan 
very brifkly to the found. They ftaid at th 
fort all night, and then returned home, havin 
nine guns fired at their going off. 
It may be here proper to obferve, that th 
are many different kingdoms on the banks¢ 
the Gambia, inhabited by feveral races of pe 
ple, as Mundingocs, Folloiffs, Pholeys, Foo 
and Portuguefe. The moft numerous are cz 
Mundingoes, as is likewife the country they i 
habit: thefe are generally of a black colou, 
and well fet. When this country was cot 
quered by the Portwguefe about the year 1421 
fome of that nation fettled in it, who have 
habited with thefe AZundingoes, t till they are nt 
very near as black as they; but as they ftilln 
tain a fort of baftard Portuguefe language calk 
Creole, and as thev-chriften and marry byt 
help of a Prieft annually fent thither from! 
Jago, one of the Cape de Verd iflands, t 
ftill efteem themfelves Portuguefe Chr ipians,| 
mick as if they were actually natives of Pot 
gal, and nothing angers them more than 
call them Negroes, that being a term they | 
only for ‘flaves. 
On the north fide of the river Gamdra, 
from thence in land, are a people called Fol 
W | 
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hofe country extends even to the river Sexega/. 
Thefe people are much blacker, and handiomer 
han the Mundingoes; for they have not the 
broad nofes and thick lips peculiar to the Muz- 
jinzoes and Frloops. 

In every kingdom and country on each fide 
of the river are people of a tawny colour call- — 
at Pholeys, who refemble the rats, whole 
anguage moft of them {peak ; for it is taught 
n their fchools, and the Koran, which is alfo . 
heir law, isin that language. They are more 
venerally learned in the dradic, than the peo- 
le of Ewrope are in Latiaz ; for they can mott 
of them fpeak it, though they have a vulgar 
tongue called Pholey, ‘They live in hoards or 
lans, bnild towns, and are not,fubject to any 
ot the Kings of the country, tho’ they live in 
heir territories ; for if they are ufed ill in one 
ation, they break up their towns, and remove 
o another. They have chiefs ef their own, 
who rule with fuch moderation, that every act 
of government feems rather an act of the peo- 
le than of one man. ‘This form of govern- 
ment is eafily adminifired, becaufe the people 
are of a good and quiet difpofition, and fo well 
inffructed in what is juft’'and right, that a man 
tho does ill, is the abomination of all. 

_In thefe countries the natives are not avari- 
lous of lands: they defire no more than what 
hey ufe; and as they do not plough with 
horfes or cattle, they can ufe but very little. 
ence the Kings are willing to allow the Po- 
fys to Cultivate the land, and live in their do- 
Minions. They plant tobacco near their houfes, 
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and all round their towns they plant cotton 
beyond that are their corn fields, of which th 
raife the four kinds ufually produced all ove 
this country; that.is, maize, or /zdian con 
rice, and the larger and lefler Guinea corn. | 
Gambia is no wheat, barley, rye, oats, n 
any other European grain; but they have a kin 
of pulfe between the kidney-bean and pe 
and alfo potatoes and yams. The Lydian con 
they fet in holes, about four feet diftance fro1 
each other, fo that it grows up like hops, am 
fhoots about eight or ten feet high in lar 
canes, with the ears growing out of the fides 
The rice, which is efteemed their choice 
food, they fet in rills, as we do peafe ; it grow 
in wet grounds, and the ears refemble thofe« 
oats. The largeft Guzzea corn is round, an 
about the fize of the fmalleft peafe: they fow 


it as we do wheat and barley: it grows t 


nine or ten feet high, upon a fmall reed, ant 
the grain is in a large tuft at the top. Ih 


‘leffer Guinea corn, called by the Portugue/e ma 


faroke, is fowed by hand, and fhoots tot 


fame height, on a large reed, on the top 4 


which the corn grows on a head like a bulruth: 
the grain is very fmall, and like canary feet, 
only larger. eee 

The natives make no bread, but thicker 


‘liquids with the flour of the different grains 


The maize they moftly ufe when green, parci 
ing it in the ear, when it eats like green peal 


“Their rice they boil in the fame manner as5 


practifed by the Zurks; and make flour of the 
Guinea corn and manfaroke, as they alfo fome 
: time 


. 
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times do of the two former f{pecies, by beating 
itin wooden mortars. ‘The natives never bake 
cakes or bread for themfelves, but thofe of 
their women who live among the Luropeans 
learn to do both. ee 

The P4olcys are the greateft planters in the. 
country, though they are ftrangers in it. They 
are very induftrious and frugal, and raife much 
more corn and cotton than they confume, which 
they fell at reafonable rates, and are fo re- 
markable for their hofpitality, that the na- 
tives elteem it a,blefling to have a Poley town 
in their neighbourhood : befides, their beha- 
viour has gained them fuch reputation, that it | 
is efteemed infamous for any one to treat them 
in an inhofpitable manner. Though their hu- 
manity extends to all, they are doubly kind to 
people of their own race; and if they know of 
any one of their body being made a flave, all 
the Pholeys will unite to redeem him. As they 
have plenty of food, they never fuffer any of 
their own people to want ; but fupport the old, 
the blind and the.lame, equally with the others. 
They are feldom angry, and ) never heard them 
abuie each other ; yet this mildnefs does not 
proceed trom want of courage; for they are as 
brave as any people of Africa, and are ve 
expert in the ufe of their arms, which are the 
allagay, fhort cutlaffes, bows and arrows, and 
even guns upon occafion. They commonly 
lettle near fome Mundingo town; there being 
lcarce any one of note, efpecially up the river, 
that has not a Pholey town near it. They are 
tit Mabometaus ; and fcarcely -any of them 
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will drink brandy, or any thing ftronger tha 
Jugar and water. Jerre | 
They breed cattle, and are very dexteroy 
at managing them, fo that the Mundingoes leay 
theirs to their care. The whole herd belon 
ing toa town feed all the day in the favannah 
and after the crop is off, in the rice-ground 
They have a place without each town fog th 
cattle, in the middle of which they raife a flag 
about eight feet high from the ground an 
eight or ten feet wide. to this is a ladder, an 
over it a roof thatch, with the fides all oper 
Round this ftage they fix a number of ftakes, ani 
every night the cattle are brought up, and ead 


beatt tied to a feparate ftake, with a ftroy 


rope made of the barks of trees. The con 
are then milked, and four or five men ‘ly 
upon the ftage all night with their arms, tt 
guard them from thelions and other wild beaf 
Their houfes are built in a very regular ma 
ner, and placed at a diftance from each othel 
to avoid fire. The following is a draught of 


Pholey town, with theircottonand cattle grou 


and moft of their towns are built in this mat 
her. 

They are likewife great huntfmen, and n 
only kill lions, tygers, and other wild beails 
but often go 20 or 30 in a company to hut 
elephants, whofe teeth they fell, and who 
flefh they fmoke-dry and eat, keeping it fev 
ral months together. The elephants, they {1 
generally go one or two hundred in a drovt 
and do great mifchief by pulling up the tre 
by the roots, and trampling down the com 
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prevent which, the natives when they have 

y fufpicion of their coming, make fires all 
nund their, corn to keep them out. 

The Pholeys are almoit the only people who 
ake butter, and of whom cattle can be pur- 

afed at fome diftance up the river. They 

e very particular in their drefs, and never 
rear any cloaths but fuch as are of white cot- 
on, which they make themfelves. ‘They are 
lways very clean, efpecially the women, who 
eep their houfes exceeding fweet. However, 

fome things they are fuperftitious, in parti- 
ular if they know any body boils the new milk 
ought of them, they will not on any confide- 

tion, fell that perfon any more, becauie 
hey fay, that boiling the milk makes the 
OWS Ary. 

On the fouth fide of the river, oppofite 
fames’s fort, in the empire of Foxza, and but a 
ittle way inland, are a fort of people called 
loops, who are in a manner wild: they border 
in the Mundingoes, who are bitter enemies to 
hem. Their country is of vaft extent, but 
hey have no King: each of their towns is 
ortified with a double row of ftakes drove all 
ound them, and filled up with clay: but 
hough they are independent of each other, 
and under the government of no one chief; they 
unite fo firmly, that all“the force of the Mun- 
“ingoes Cannot get the better of them. 

The moft general language ufed in thefe 
countries is the Mundingo; and if you can 
peak it, you may travel from the river’s mouth 
up to the country of the Yoncoes, or the mer- 

chants, 
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chants, a people fo called, from their annua 
buying a great number of flaves there, a 
bringing them down to the lower parts of t 
river, to iell them to the Europeans ; ; thou gh 
believe their country cannot be lefs than 
weeks journey from ames’ fort. 

The next language moftly ufed here is call 
the Creole Portugucfe, though I believe it woul 
be {carce underitood at L:/bon; it is, howeve 
fooner learnt by Exgli/bmen, than any oth 
language ufed on the banks of this river, a 
is always f{poken by the linguifts or interpr 
ters; and thefe two I learnt whilit in th 
river. 

The Arabic is not only {poken by the Pholy 
but by moft of the Mahometans in the rivet 
though they are Mundingoes ; and it is obferved 
that thofe who can write that language aren 
only very {trict at their devotions three or fot 
times a day ; but are fo remarkably fober an 
abftemious ia their manner of living, that th 
would rather die than drink itrong liquors, a 
rather faft, than eat any thing that is not kill 
by one of their own way of thinking. Al 
the Mundngoes pay them great veneration, ai 
if any of them are ill, they apply to one ¢ 
thefe Mahometans for a cure; not by inwar 
‘potions ; ; but only by a note wrote on a {ima 
piece of paper, to wear about them, imagi 
ing, that while they carry a paper wrete by: 
holy man, no ill can happen to them, or col 
tinue long with them: but the wort of itis 
they pay a great price for thefe papers; } 
which means the Mahoretants, commonly callet 

Bufberiitts 
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ufherines, are generally richer, and enjoy 
eater plenty than mott of the other Mundingoese 
Befides the above languages, there are others 
culiar to every Kingdom; fuch is that of the 
loops, the Banyoons, the Folloiffs, and Bum- 
ongs; the latter is ufed very high up the 
ver in the merchants country. : 


OO ARERR TR 
CHAP. It. 


1 Defcription of Gillyfree. Job, Sox to the High 

| Prieft of Bundo, fold for a flave. Vintain and 
Joar defcrihed, with the Manuers of the Inba- 
bitants, The King of Barfally’s Behaviour at 
the Fa ory of Joar. The Author being appointe 
td a Factor, fails up the River and gives a 
Defcription of the Towns on its Banks. A great 
Inundatiqn of the Gambia, which occafious the 
Fort of Yamyamacunda being rebuilt, 


.) N the 4th of April I went to Gillyfree, 
which is a large town, a little below 
fames’ fort, inhabited by Portuguefe, Mundin- 
os and fome Mahometans, who have here a 
retty little mofque. The Exgli/b company 
ave a factory here pleafantly fituated, facing 
efort, and alfo, as I have already obferved, 
me gardens that fupply the fort with greens 
nd fruit. The country round the town affords 
ine fhooting, and were it not too fandy, it 
ould be pleafant walking. Here are great 
umbers of plantain and banana trees; guavas, 
range and lime-trees ; and among the birds 

'. BPS 
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are many pelicans, which are as large a, 
goofe, and much of the fame colour : | the 
have a very long bill, and under it is a ve 
large bag. They live upon fifh, and therefq 
are commonly near the rivers. ta 

A native here took me to his houfe, and ther 
ed mea great number of arrows, daubed oy 
with a black mixture, faid to be fo venemoy 
that if the arrow did but draw blood it woz 
be mortal, unlefs the perfon who made th 
mixture had a mind to cure it; for the m 
obierved, that there were no poifonous her 
whote effects might not be prevented by theq 
plication of other herbs. 

On the 11th, came down the river a vel 
commanded by Captain Pyke, a feparate trade 
from Foar, loaded with fiaves, among whe 
was a perfon of an elegant figure, named J 
Ben Solomon, who was of the Pholey race, 
fon to the High Prieft pf Bundo, in Foota, 
place about ten days journey from Gilhfn 
This perfon was travelling on the fouth fide 
the Gambia, with a fervant, and about twen 
or thirty head of cattle, which induced ti 
King of a country a little within the land 
feize not only the cattle, but ¥od and his ma 
both of whom he fold for flaves to Captain Py 
The Pholeys, hishumanecountrymen,wouldha 
redeemed him ; but they hadthe mortification 
find that he was carried out of the river befo 
they had natice of his being a flave, and (: 
tain Pyke failed with him to Maryland. Job,W 
was a perfon of extraordinary abilities, # 
diftinguifhed merit, was not fo unhappy , 
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ad reafon to expect; but his adventures will 
> hereafter related, when I fhall have occa- 
yn to mention his return to this country +. 
On the 4th of Fune two Folloiffs came to 
ames’ land to fell cotton cloths : tliefe they 
ake very fine, and in large quantities: their 
ieces are generally 27 yards long; but are 
ever above nine inches broad; but they few 
em neatly together to make them ferve 
rr broader cloths. They clean the cotton 
om the feed by hand, and then fpin it with 
fpindle and diftaff, after. which they weave it 
ith a fhuttle and loam of very coarfe work- 
anfhip. In order to drefs themfelves with 
ele cloths, they make them into pairs, one 
bout three yards long, and a yard and a half 
ide, to cover their fhoulders and body; the 
ther almoft of the fame w idth, and but two 
ards long, to cover them from the waitt down- 
yards, ‘This pair of cloths is the cloathing of 
ther a man or woman, the only difference 
lag in the manner of wearing them. I have 
en a pair of thefe cloths fo fine, and of fo 
might a dye, as to be worth 1/. 10s. fterling. 
Their colours are either blue or yellow, fome 
ery lively: the firft is dyed with indigo, and 
he other with the bark of trees. 

On the 29th, the Governor and I fet out for 
‘intain, where we arrived. in three hours, 
hough it lies about fix leagues from Fames’ 
ort, Some part of the way is up the river of 
he fame name. ‘The town belongs to one of 
he Kings of Forfa, and is pleafantly fituated 

+ See the beginning of Chap. IT]. 
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on the fide of a hill clofe to the river, Jt} 
inhabited both by Portugu:/e and Mahometan 
the latter of whom have a handfome mofque 
It is noted for plenty of provifions, gre 
quantities of which are brought by the Flog 
who border on it; and the company have 
{mall factory there to buy bees-wax: aboy 
the town is fine. grafs, and fome trees, thd 
render its fituation very pleafant. 

On our coming to the town the Alead 
and all the principal inhabitants came to we 
come us, and foon after came the Prince, j 
whofe dominions the town is fituated. Th 
common people were dreffed with a cloth rou 
their waifts that reached to their knees, an 
another cloth over their right fhoulder : forth 
men have commonly one fhoulder bare; whid 
the women have not ; the cloths of the latte 
generally reach as low as the {mall of the 
legs. ‘They are very proud of their hair , fom 
wear it in tufts and bunches, others cut it! 
croffes, and others again {tring coral or bead 
upon it. The men have commonly caps of c 
ten cloth, fome plain, and fome adorned wit 
feathers and goats tails. The women general 
wear handkerchiefs tied round their heac 
leaving the crown bare, and for want of 


' handkerchief, they ufe a flip of blue or whi 


cotton cloth ; a great many of them, efpecial 
up the river, wear on the crown of the headi 
good number of {mall horfe-bells. | 
Their towns confift of a number of huts bu 
promifcuoufly together ; each hut is general 
fourteen or fifteen yards in circumference, bu! 
| wil 
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ith clay, and covered with long grafs, or 
almetto leaves, They generally keep their 
oufes very clean; but the ftinking fifh, and 
ther things they keep in them, prevent their 
ing very {weet. 
The inhabitants are not very curious in their 
miture; for the moft that any of them have 
a {mall cheft for cloaths, a matt raifed upon 
ofts from the ground, to lie on; a jar to hold 
ater, a callabafh to drink it with ; two or three 
ooden mortars, in which they pound their 
yn and rice; a bafket which they ufe as a 
eve, and two or three large callabafhes, out . 
f which they eat with their hands inftead of 
joons. They are not very careful of laying 
p tore againft.a time of fcarcity; but chule 
ther to fell what they can, as upon occafion 
ley can faft two or three days without eating ; 
t then they are always {moaking tobacco, 
hich is of their own growth. ‘The boll of 
eir pipes is neatly made of a reddifh coloured 
ay; but the ftems are only a piece of a reed 
a {mall ftick boared through with a hot iron 
Ire, and fome of them are fix feet long. 
fter they have boared, they polifh them with 
ugh leaves till they are very fmooth, white 
d handfome. They faften the boll and 
m together with a piece of red leather, and 
Metimes have a fine leather taffel hanging to 
emiddle of the pipe. The merchants, who 
vel much, carry with them pipes of fo large 
ize, that the bolls of fome of them hold no 
s than half a pint. 


Vor. XVII. But 
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But to proceed :. the Governor expecting (i 17. 
receive orders for appointing me a Factor, f 
me on the 28th of Auguf to Foar, to lea 
the nature of the trade. oar is fituated 
the kingdom of Bar/ally about three mil 
from a large town called Cowar, in a fine 
vannah, furrounded with woods that harbo 
wild beafts, which you may hear howling a 
roaring every night. It is about two miles fn 
the Gambia, and inhabited by a few Pon 
guefe; it confifts only of ten houfes befall 7, 
one belonging to the King of Bar/ally, andi o, 
Englifo factory ; but the two laft take ‘up am arf 
much ground as all the others. About amg, 
rom it is a ledge of high and rocky hills cova 4. 
ed with trees, which the natives fay rica. 
hundred leagues up the country. Jn the fumii,. 7 
mer it is pleafant walking on thefe hil. 7 
but the wild beafts being driven thither in i co 
rainy feafon, by the low ground being cove 
with water, one cannot walk there with 
danger. In that feafon, the frogs,.of whi 
there are vait numbers, much larger than tht 
of England, make in the night as much m 
as a pack of hounds, and at a goed dita 
the found is not very unlike it. About! 
above favannah are plenty of deer, buffalo 
wild hogs, partridges, geefe, ducks, and qual 
which are very good eating, and admired... 
the natives themfelves. It is remarkable ti ¢.. 

the partridges here have fometimes two lig... 
ipurs on one leg. There is here a remarka 
bird, of about the fize of a pigeon, wit 
comes abroad at dufk, and has four wing 
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Here are alfo cameleons, and great numbers 
crocodiles, which the natives kill and eat ; 
yy admire both them and their eggs, which I 
ave frequently feen them eat, when they had 
nung Ones in them as long as my finger. This 
one of their niceft difhes. 

Whilft I was here, I faw an oftrich, with a 
an riding upon its back, who was going down 
)the fort; it being a prefent to the Gover- 
ot, from one of our factors, who bought it 

Fatatenda. . 

Soon after my arrival at Joar, the King of 
jarfally came thither, attended by three of his 
rothers, above 100 horfemen, and as many foot, 
nd tho’ he had a houfe of his own in the town, 
fitted on lying at the faGtory. Mr. Roderts, 

t. Harrifon, who were factors, and I were all 
le Exglifo there. The King immediately took 
oflefion of Mr. Roberts’s bed, and then hav- 
tg drank brandy till he was drunk, ordered 
lr, Roberts to be held, while he himifelf took 
ut of his pocket the keys of the ftore-houfe, 
ito which he and feveral of his people went, 
nd took what they pleafed: he fearched chief- 

for brandy ; of which there happened to be 
ut one anchor; he tookthat, and having drank 
lhe was dead drunk, was put to bed... This 
ichor lafted him three days; and it was no 
boner empty, than he went all over the honte 
)feek for more. At laft he entered a room, 

which Mr. Harrifon lay tick, and feeing there 

cafe that contained fix gallons and a half, 

nat belonged to him and me, he ordered Mr. 
arrifou to get out of bed andopen it; he, how- 

Ia ever, 
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ever, told him with great gravity, that the 
was nothing in it but fome of the Company 
Papers, and that it muft not be opened; by 
“the King was too well acquainted with liqu 
cafes to be fo eafily deceived ; and therefo 
ordered fome of his men to hold Mr. Harrif 
in bed, while he himfelf took the key out: 
his breeches pocket. He then opened the chef 
took out all the liquor, and was net fober whi 
it lafted: but he.often fent for Mr. Harrif 
and me to drink with him. At length it bei 
all drank, he talked of going home, on whid 
his people, and even his chief minifters, *w 
were his General, and the keeper of his ftore 
amufed themfelves with taking whatever tha 
liked, and had the affurance to open .evt 
chefts and boxes, this we could not help, fo 
what refiftance could three men make agaial 
200? What they took amounted to 2ol. iter 
ling. 3 
- Sometimes the King would ride abroad; an 
take moft of his attendants with him: but whem 
he was gone we were plagued with the'con 
pany of two of his brothers, who were, if po 
fible, worfe than his Majefty. Once duri 
his ablence Boomey Haman Benda, one of the 
Princes, laid*hold of a mug of water, and pre 
tending to drink, took a mouthful, ‘and thet 
_ fetting the mug on the table, fpurted the wate 
in my face. Upon which confidering that # 
I fuffered fuch infolence to pafs unrefented, 
would render me liable to be continually infu! 
ted, [ took the remainder of the water, am 
threw it into his breeches. Upon this he pulle 
ou 
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t his knife, and endeavoured to ftab me, but 
as prevented by his favourite attendant, who 
eld his arm, and foon after réprefented to him 
eunhandfome manner inwhichhe had treated 
e, and the provocation I had received to wet 
im. This made him fo afhamed, that coming 
pto me, he laid himfelf down on the floor 
ithout his garment, took my foot, and placed 
on his neck, and there lay till I defired him 
p rife: after which, no man appeared more my 
iend, nor fhewed greater willingnefs to oblige 

e. 

This King, as well as his attendants, are of 

e Mahometan religion, notwithitanding their 

ing fuch drunkards, and this monfter, when 
eis fober, even prays. He dreffes like moft 
fthe other Kings of this country, in a garment 
ke a furplice, that comes no lower than his 
nees. He has a pair of breeches of the fame 
rt of cloth, about feven yards wide gathered 
ound his waift ; he wears a pair of flippers, 
ut no ftockings. His head is covered with: a 
mall white cotton cap, and he commonly wears 
pair of gold ear-rings. His people, as well 
shimfelf, always wear white cloaths and white 
aps; and as they are exceeding black, this 
irels makes them look very well. 

This tyrant is tall, and fo paffionate that when 
ny of his men affront him, he makes no fcru- 
ble of fhooting them ; and fometimes when he 
toes aboard a company’s floop at Cosove, where 
e ufually refides, he inhumanly fhews his dex- 
erity by fhooting at the canoes that pats by, 
requently killing one or two men ina day. 


:s He 
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He has many wives, but never brings abogmm In t 
two or three abroad at a time with him, AlRwo vi 
mong his brothers, there are fome to whom hameived 
feldom {peaks, or permits to come into his comimifoar : 
pany ; and when they obtain this favour, themmpfiice, 
pull, off their caps and garments and throqmmults 
duft upon their heads, as all except white megmprinci| 
do, who come into the King’s prefence, ng of 

The dominions of this Prince are very extenmpf the 
five, and divided into feveral provinces, ovellmry 17 
which he appoints governors, called Boomeygmmrom . 
who annually come to pay him homage: baifames 
tho’ they have an almoit unlimited power, the In J 
are beloved as well as feared by the people. [¥Hugd. 

At length the King and his guards, to ow fact 
great joy, left the factory, in one to return t™omp: 
Cobone ; but they firit ftript Mr, Roderts’s chamg§April 
ber, and took away his cloaths and bookgmhe G 
which laft they offered to fell to a Mahometaipimar 
Prieft; but he being a friend to Mr. Robertrhole 
told them, he believed they were books ig@hade: 
which he kept the account of his goods, an@jcomp 
that to take them away would inevitably rug@factor 
him: upon which they gave him leave tor Fri 
turn them. | town 

However five months after the King qlagree 
Barfally paid us another vifit, and ftayingithe w 
about a week, during which he behaved muciiuppc 
in the fame manner as before, he and his ajkets, 
tendants again left us; but fome of them fil Fr 
broke open my bureau, and took out things whic 
a coniiderable value, and the fame fate attends di 
ed Mr. Roderts: befides which they took Gone « 
great quantity of the company’s goods. , a vai 
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In the interval which paffed between thefe 
wo vilits, 1 had been made factor, and had re- 
sived orders to take charge of the factory of 
foar: but I was unwilling to accept of this 
Mice, as that factory was liable to fo many in- 
ults from a drunken monarch, void of eve 
nrinciple of juftice, and deftitute of the feel- 
ng of humanity : I therefore took an inventory 
yf the goods the company had there, in Fanz- 
wy 1732, and taking a letter to the Governor 
rom Mr. Roberts, my colleague, returned to 
Hames’ fort. 

In March I returned to my factory: but Mr. 
Hugh Hamilton being fent up the river to {fettle 
pfactory at Fasatenda, I was permitted to ac- 
ompany him, and accordingly on the gth of 
fpril we left Foar, and proceeded in a floop up 
he Gambia. The next day we arrived at Ya- 
imarew, which is the pleafanteft port in the 
whole river, the country being delightfully 
haded with palm and palmetto trees. The 
ompany have here a {mall houfe, with a black 
factor, to purchafe corn for the ufe of the fort. 

From thence we proceeded to Ca/ffaz, a {mall 
town on the north fide of the river, in an 
wreeable fituation, about a mufket fhot from 
the water fide, and fortified with a wall of clay 
upported by ftakes, with holes left for mut- 
kets, and watch towers at proper diitances. 

From Caffan we fteered up to Dubocunda, 
which lies on the fouth fide of the river, and 
is divided into two parts, or diftinét towns ; 
one of which is fortified witha wall made by 
avait number of palmetto trees fixed in the 

ground, 
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ground, and clay laid in between, fo that itig On ; 
little inferior to a brick wall. The other tow med 
is only encompaffed by a fence of canes, forml ahoy 
ed like hurdles, and faftened by a number dihing | 
{takes, in which manner moft of the towngipout | 
on the Gambia, and even the factories ai jjthe 
furrounded. The people live in the opeo¢th i, 
town, in time of peace; but when they aether 
at war, and find it in danger of being ahongs 
tacked by an enemy, they fhut themfel@it be 
up in that which is moft itrongly fortified. ance, 
On our leaving this town we proceeded wllivelye 
the river feveral days, and at Jength reache@iiyi; ; 
Yamyamacunda, where I ftayed while Mr. Hamil icks, 
ton proceeded up to Fatatenda. When I had beetiynk « 
there fome time I took horfe and rode to thi) mal 
Port of Baffy, in my way to Nackway, wheromen 
we had a Portuguecfe fervant who was fettleiidmire 
there, in order to trade for the company : the hite | 
reafon of my going thither was to infpect intl Hay 
his behaviour, and examine his accounts. 9 Yan 
The port of Bafy is in the Kingdom of bout. 
many, on the fouth fide of the river Gambiadifhe ry 
All the way to it is very woody. I lay MiBide a 
night.in one of the huts of the natives, an ry d 
the next morning leaving my horfe ther¢fiide jn 
croffed the river in a {mall canoe, and walke hou g] 
to Nackwvay, which is almoft feven miles. Halle, 
the way led through woods, and the otheiiver ; 
through a fine large favannah, without anjfow. 
trees, except a few icattered at a diftance fromteen 
cach other: and in the rainy feafon it is gent@rofpe 
rally under water. p an 
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On my arrival at Nackway, the natives wel- 
omed me with the mufic of the balafeu, which, 
about a hundred yards diftance, founds fome- 
hing like a fmall organ. It is compofed of 
bout twenty pipes of very hard wood finely: 
lithed; which diminifh by little and little, 
oth in length and breadth, and are tied to- 
ether by thongs of very fine leather. Thefe 
ongs are twifted about {mall round wands, 
ut between the pipes to keep them at a dif- 
ance, and underneath the pipes are faftened 
elve or fourteen callabafhes of different fizes. 
his inftrument they play upon with two 
icks, covered with a thin {kin taken from the 
nk of the palmetto tree, or with fine leather, 
9 make the found lefs harfh. Both men and 
omen dance to this mufic, which they much 
dmire, and are highly delighted to have a 
jhite man dance with them. ~ 
Having finifhed my bufinefs here, I returned 
) Yamyamacunda, and having continued there 
bout three months proceeded ftill farther up 
he river to Fatatenda. The Gambia is there as 
ide as the Thames at London-Bridgc, and feemed 
ty deep ; but what is moft extraordinary the 
ide in the dry feafon rifes three or four feet, 
hough that place is 600 miles from the ri-. 
’s mouth. The ftand on both fides of the 
ver is covered with woods; the fouth fide 1s 
ow; but the factory is fituated on a high and 
cep rock on the north fide, and has a fine 
tolpect of the courfe of the river feveral miles 
p and down, and on the oppofite fide you 
ty fee great part of the kingdom of rege 
ut , 
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but I was every night difturbed by the howling 
and roaring of the wild beatts. 

Having ftaid there a few days, I thought q 
going to Nackway along the north fide of th 
river, but could not, the creeks being fo mut 
out that it was impoffible to pais them. : I ther 


_ fore croffed the river Gambia; and went ont 


fouth fide. That day 1 rode over the fleepel 
hill f ever faw in my life, it being almott 

continued rock of iron ftone, and yet it is ful 
of trees. About fun-fet I got to Bafy port, an 
having croffed the river, walked to Nackwi 
by moonlight, and the next morning returnedtt 
Yaptyamacunda, which I believe to be near ¥ 
miles by land from Fatatenda, The river being 
now fallen, the women flocked to it, and wer 
exceeding bufy in catching {mall fith like fprat 
This is done in a bafket like a hamper, | 
putting a little ball of pafte at the bottom « 
it; holding tt a fhort time under water, an 


‘then raifing it gently, they bring up the il 


and lay them on a clean {pot of ground t 
dry ; after which they pound them in a wood 
mortar to a pafte, then make them into bill 
of about three pounds each, and thus ket 
them all the year round, A {mall quantity 2 
them goes a great way: they do not drefs thet 
by themfelves, but mix them with rice or cot! 
and this feod I have feveral times eat with 
good appetite. 

At the latter end of OZober, the weathef 
which had been exceflive hot, began to gr# 
cool and pleafant. The mornings and. evdl 
ings were very foggy, and the women ve 
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ufy in cutting their rice, w hich is here their 
wn property ; for after they have fet by a fuf- 
cient quantity for their family ufe, they fell 
e remainder and take the money themfelves, 
ehufbands not interfering. They obferve 
be fame cuftom with refpect to fowls, which 
hey breed in great numbers, when they find 
hey can difpofe of them. 

About this time I fhot a green fnake two 
ards long, though it was not above three 
aches in” circumference, Thefe inakes are 
ot at all venemous ; bnt there are fuch num- 
ets of others that are fo, that the natives 
Idom go ont without a medicine to apply in 
afe they are bitten. They are very much af- 
aid of the black fuakes, which I have. feen 
bree yards long, and as thick as the fmall of 
yleg. They fay among the venemous {nakes 
here are fome with a comb on their heads, 
ke a cock, and thefe they pofitively afirm 
row like one. ‘There are alfo plenty of gua- 
as, avery ugly creature, that has fome re- 
mmblance to an ailegator.. They are about a 
ard long, and are eat both by the natives and 
me Europeaus as a great dainty. 

On the zoth of November in the evening was 
total eclipfe of the moon, and the Muadin- 
vs told me, the darknels was occafioned by 
cat’s putting her paw between the moon and 
e earth. ‘The Mahometans in this country 
ere finging and dancing the whole time, be- 
aufe they expect their Prophet to come in an 
clipfe. 

On the 4th of Srpiember, 1733, the Cons 

Folge 
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rofe fo high, that it entered the inclofure th 
furrounded the factory houfe, and was of ff 

cane ten feet high, itrengthened by long ftake 
This was towards the end of the rainy feafon 
the next. day finding the houfe furrounded, 
employed all the fervants to build me a hut} 
the middle of the town of Yamyamacunda, whit 
was the higheft {pot of ground in that neigh 
bourhood : the walls of the factory being bul 
only of a binding clay, which began to crac 

I made all the difpatch I could, and the fd 
lowing day removed the company’s effects t 
my new hut in the town; I now thought | 
advifeable to leave the factory, there bein 
frogs, toads, {nakes, and fifh continually com 
ing into it, and about midnight fome of th 
walls fell; but the roof ftill ftood. For th 
ten following days we daily faw vaft numbe 

of floating iflands come down the river, {on 
of them 20 or 25 yards long, with ftumps ¢ 
trees, and fometimes many {mall trees growin 
onthem; with the birds hopping on the boughs 
The roots being thick and interwoven 0 

within another and faftened with earth, mad 
the iflands float: they being only parts ¢ 
woods torn away by the force of the floods 
All the neighbouring valleys were under wa 
ter: the rice grounds were almoft fpoiledb 
being long covered with it : canoes went from 
place to place over the very roads which in th 
dry feafon the natives travel on foot, and pr 
vifions were fo fcarce that I] was fometimes tw 
days without a poffibility of getting any, 10 
want of canoes, without which [ was unable t 
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»twenty yards from my hut ; and the natives 
ld me, that they had not had fuch an inun- 
tion for eight years paft. However, none of 
ye company’s effects were either loft or da- 
ased ; norwas the company put to any charge, 
cept for repairing the factory-houfe, which 
as inconfiderable. On the 20th the water be- 
mn to fall apace, and a week after I removed 
ith all the company’s goods to the factory ; 
t it was fo much damaged, that we were 
on after obliged to rebuild it. 
Having pitched upon a rifing ground about 
oyards diftant from the river, I marked out 
place for the houfe 40 feet {quare. ‘lhe beft 
ees for upright pofts~and ridge poles being 
rangroves, they were brought from below Fear, 
thefe the frame of the houfe was built, the 
of projecting about four feet, in order to fe- 
ure the walls from wet. We next began to 
uiid the walls of clay, which the Negroes :4 
od with their feet, and tempered extremely © 
ell that it might not crack. The walls were 
hen laid a foot and a half thick, and one foot 
igh, all round the houfe, and then left to dry, 
ill they were hard enough to bear a fecond 
ayer; thus they were raifed foot by foot, till 
hey were ten feet high, leaving one foot dif- 
ance between them and the roof for air, At 
efame time we made the partition walls of 
lay of the fame thicknefs, working the clay 
lofe up to the doors and window frames; and 
iterwards we formed a porch at the door ; for 
he natives fay, that they havea right to.a porch 
tevery factory, tq afford them acceils and 
Ve... XVII, eo fhelter. 
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fhelter. Having covered the roof with a kj 
of thick mats made of ftraw, we floored ff 
{tore-houfe with clay hard rammed. Thus\ 
finifhed our houfe, in which we had a largeh; 
three {trong ftore-houfes, and two lodgin 
rooms, without anyiron-work, trowels, fquan 
or carpenter’s rules, with fcarcely any expen 
to the company ; for it was done by their f 
vants, without any other help but one man wt 
was hired to lay and fmooth the clay. Yet 
infide was not only convenient and free fr 
vermin, but very clean, and had a cool look 
tor the clay is hard, clofe, {mooth, and tak 
white-wath very well. 

On the outfide of the houfe were two thi 
bifhelo trees, and a piece of ground contain 
about an acre, which we inclofed with a fer 
ten feet high made of fplit cane, wove li 
hurdles, Within this fence, at proper diftang 
from the factory, we built four houfes after t 
Mundingo tafhion, one for a kitchen, one for 
falt-houfe, another for a ftore-houfe for cor 
and the other for the lodging of the company 
black fervants. The ground between we ul 
for a garden, and fome part of it for fowls 
other itock. 

Speaking of the poultry reminds me of t 
Guinea towl, which are of a dark colour, wi 
white fpots, and fome blue and red about ti 
head. Thefe are generally thought to bel 
tame fowl of Africa; but that is a miftake 
for they are as wild as the pheafants in Exgla 
only much more plentiful. The only tal 
fowl of this country are of the fame dung 
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xed as thofe in Europe; and the natives have 
eat plenty of them; but here are no turkeys, 
me geefe, or ducks. | 
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he Hiftory of Job Ben Solomon. Az Account 
of the Climate and Country on the Banks of the 
Gambia ; the Cuftoms and Mauzers of the In- 
habitants, and the Nature of their Trade, 


STA YED at the new -fafory houfe [ 
had caufed to be built at Yamyamacuada, 
llthe sth of May, 1734; and was employed 
the company’s fervice in different parts of 
ne river till the 13th of July following, when 
was defired to come down to Yames fort, 
here I was on the 8th of Augu/t, when the 
Dolphin {now arrived, with four writers, and 
00 Ben Solomon,on board. We have already 
nentioned his being robbed and carried to 
oar, where’ he was fold to Captain Pyke, 
y whom he was carried to Maryland. Fob 
as there fold to a planter, with whom he 
ad lived about a twelve month, in all which 
mehe. had the happinefsnot tobe {truck by his 
after, and had then the good fortune to have 
letter of his own writing in the Arabic tongue, 
onveyed to England. ‘This letter coming to 
he hand of Mr, Oglethorp, he fent it to Oxford 
) be tranflated; which being done, it gave 
K 2 hin 


100 Moore’s' TRAVELS ito 


him fuch fatisfa€&tion, and infpired him with 
good an opinion of the Author, that he im 
mediately fent orders to have him bought 
his mafter. This happened a little before th 
gentleman’s fetting out for Georgia, and befo 
his return from thence, ed arrived in Engla 
where being brought to the acquaintance ¢ 
Sir Hazs Sloane, he was found to be a perfet 
matter of the Arabic tongue, by his tranflatin 
feveral manufcripts and infcriptions on medal 
That learned Antiquary recommended himt 
the Duke of Montague, who being pleafed wi 
his genius and capacity, the agreeablenefs oft 
behaviour, and the {weetnefs of his temper, in 
troduced him to court, where he was gracioull 
received by the Royal Family and moftof th 
nobility, who honoured him with many ma 
of favour. The African. Company and tl 
chief Merchants of the. city ftrove who {hou 
ofteneft invite himtotheirtables. Hisgoodfen 
engaged their efteem, he freely difcourled 
every fubje&, and attended the churches‘ 
the moft celebrated divines. When he ha 
been in ELagland about fourteen months, Ml 
ardentdefire to fee his native country made him 
prefs for his departure. He had wrote fro 
england to the High Prieft his father, and eat 
neftly longed to fee him. Upon his fetting oul 

from Exzland, he received many noble prefenti™: 
from Queen Caroline Prince William},the Dukt 
of Montague, and the Farl of Pembroke, fever 
Ladies of quality, Mr. Holden, and the Roya 


+ The late Duke of Cumberland. 
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{frican Company, and the latter ordered all 
heir Agents to fhew him the greateit refpe&. 
On his arrival at Fames’ Fort, Fob defired 
hat I would fend a meffenger to his country to 
et his friends know where he was. 1 {poke 
ooneof theblacks whom we ‘ufually employed 
0 procure me a meffenger, and he brought me 
Pholey, who not only knew the High Prieft 
is father, but Fod himfelf, and exprefled great 
oy at feeing him fafely returned from flavery, 
e being the only man, except one, ever known 
0 come back to his country, after being once 
arried a flave out of it by white men. Fodgave 
im the meflage himfelf, and defired that his 
ather fhould not come down to him; obferving 
hat it was too far for him to travel; and that 
t was fit the young fhould go to the old, and 
ot for the old to come tothe young. “He alfo 
ent fome prefents to his wives, and defired the 
an to bring his little one, who was his beft 
beloved, down with him. 
Job having a mind to go up to Joar, to talk 
ith fome of his countrymen, went along with 
e. We arrived at the creek of Dama/en/a, 
wend having fome old acquaintances at the town 
ofthat name, Fob and I went in the yawl; 
fn the way going up a narrow place for about 
Mnalf a mile, we faw feveral monkeys of a beau- 
iful blue and red,. which the natives told me 
genever fet their feet on the ground, but live en- 
Merely among the trees, leaping from one to 
‘nother, at fuch great diftances, as would ap- 
pear improbable to any but an eye witnels. 
oe Eos in 
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In the evening as my friend Yob and I we 
fitting under a great tree at Dama/en/a, ther 
came fix or feven of the very people who thre 
years before had robbed a made a flaveo 
him, at about thirty miles diftance from th: 
place. $06, tho naturally poffeffed of a ve 
even temper, could not contain himfelf on fee 
ing them ; he was filled with rage and indigna 
tion, and was for attacking them with his broa 
{word and piftols, which he always took caret 
have about him. I had much ado to diffuad 
him from rufhing upon them; but at length re 
 prefenting the 1ll confequences that would in 
fallibly attend fo rafh an a@ion, and the im 
poffibility that either of us fhould efcape aliv 
I made him lay afide the attempt, and perfuad 
ed him to fit down, and pretending not tokno 
them, to afk them queftions about himfelf 
which he accordingly did, and they told hi 
the truth. At laft he enquired how the King 
their mafter did; they replied that he wa 


dead, and by farther enquiry we found tha 


amongft the goods for which he fold Fob tq 
Captain Pyke there was a piftol, which the Kiy 
ufed commonly to wear flung by a {tring abou 
his neck ; and as they never carry arms with 
out their being loaded, the piftol one day acc 
dentally went off, and the balls lodging in ht 
throat, he prefently died. ob was fo tranl 
ported at the clofe of this ftory, that he imme 
diately fellon his knees, and returned than 

to Mahomet for making him die by the vé 

goods for which hefold him into flavery, Ther 
turning to me, he cried, ‘ You fee now, Mam 
6 Aoort 
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this man’s making me a flave, and there- 
fore made him die by the very piftol for 
which he fold me: yet I ought to forgive 
him, becaufe had not I been fold, I fhould 
neither have known any thing of the Eng- 
lifb tongue, nor have had any of the fine 
ufeful and valuable things I have brought 
with me ; nor have known that there is fuch 
a place in the world as Exgland; nor fuch 
noble, good, and generous people as Queen 
Caroline, Prince William, the Duke of Mozn- 
tazue, the Earl of Pembroke, Mr. Holden, Mr. 
Oglethorpe, and the Royal African Com- 
any.” 
After this Zob went frequently with me to 
over, and feveral other places about the coun- 
y. Healways fpoke ony handfomely of the 
nelifb, and what he faid removed much of 


in@™hat horror the . Pholey’s, felt for the ftate of 


avery amongft them ; for they before generally 


Memacined, that all who were fold for flaves, 


tmmvere at leaft murdered, if not eaten, fince none 


erreturned. His defcriptions alfo gave them 
nhigh opinion of the power of Lxgland, and 
veneration for the Exgli/b,whotraded amongft 
hem. He fold fome of the prefents he brought 
ith him for trading goods, with which he 
bought a woman flave, and two horfes, which 
edefigned to take with him to Bundo. He 
ave his countrymen a good deal of writing 
laper, a very valuable commodity amongit 
hem, and the company had made him a pre- 
tnt of feveral ream, He ufed frequently to — 


pray; 
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pray, and behaved with great affability a 
mildnefs to all, which rendered himextreme 
popular. 

The meffenger not returning fo foonas wase 
pected, Fob defired to go down to Fames’ Ko 
to take care of his goods, and I promifed x 
only to fend him word when the meffen, 
came back, but to fend other meffengers, f 
fear the firft fhould have mifcarried, 

At length the mefflenger returned with fev 
ral letters, and advice that ¥0d’s father wi 
dead ; but had lived to receive the letters | 
fon had fent him from Evglaad, which gavehit 
the welcome news of his being redeemed fro 
flavery, and an account of the figure he mat 
in England, 'That one of $ob’s wives was mi 
riedto another man; but thatasfoon as the ne 
hufband had heard of his return, he thought 
advifable to abfcond ; and that fince Fod’sak 
fence from his native country, there had bee 
fuch a dreadful war, that the Pholeys there ha 
not one cow left, though before 7od’s departu 
his countrymen were famed for their numero 
herds. With this meffenger came many 0 
Feb’s old friends whom he was exceeding gla 
to fee; but notwithitanding the joy their pre 
fence gave him, he fhed abundance of tearsf 
the lofs of his father, and the misfortunt 
of his country. He forgave his wife, and th 
man who had taken her; “ ForMr. Moore, fait 
‘* he, fhe could not help thinking I was dead 
‘ forl wasgonetoaland from whencenoPbol 
“¢ ever yet returned ; therefore neither fhe, ne 
«* the man is to be blamed.” During ies ) 

ou 
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ur days he converfed with his friends without 
ny interruption except to fleep or eat. 

AsI have brought this account almoft to the 
ime of my leaving this country, it will be ne- 
ellaryto give a more particulardefcriptionof it, 

ith refpeét to the climate, the general cuftoms 
fthe natives, and the trade carried on there, 

As the mouth of the Gambia lies in the lati- 

de of 1g°. 20’ north,and in 15°. 20’ weft lon- 
iude, there is no wonder that the climate is 
xceflive hot; but thegreateft heatsaregeneral- 
yabout the latter end of May, a fortnight or 
tree weeks before the rainy feafon begins. 
he fun is perpendicular twice in the year, 
nd the days are never longer from fun-rifing 
)fun-fet than thirteen. hours, nor ever fhorter 
han eleven, Whatat firft feemed to me ftrange, 
yas that as foon as it grew light, the fun arole, 
nd it no fooner fet than it grew dark. 

The rainy feafon commonly begins with the 
nonth of Fume, and continues till the latter end 
ME September, or the beginning of Odfober. 
[he wind comes firft, and blows excefflive 
ard,, for the {pace of half an hour or more, 
fore any rain falls, fo that a veffel may be 
uddenly furprized and overfet by it: a perfon 
nay however perceive the figns of its coming 3 
the clouds grow very black, and the light 
mings darting from them, have an awful ap- 
earance: both the thunder and the lightening 
te exceeding dreadful, the flafhes fucceeding 
ach other fo {wiftly, as to render it continually 
ight, while the thunder atthe fame time fhakes 

¢very ground, During the rain the air 1s 

generally 
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generally pretty cool ; but the fhower is 
fooner over than the fun breaks out excefliyg 
hot, which induces fome people to caft off they 
cloaths, and lie down to fleep ;_ but before th 
dre awake, another sedi perhaps come 
when the cold ftrikes into their very bones, an 
gives them fits of illnefs, which to the Eto 
ans are very fatal. During the rainy fealo 
the fea breezes feldom blow, but inftead« 
them, eafterly winds, which in the months0 
November, December, Fanuary and February ¢ 
nerally blow very frefh, and fometimes th 
évenings and mornings are exceeding cold,an 
the middle of the day very hot. 

Four months in the year are unhealthfil 
and very tedious to thofe who come from 
colder climate ; but a perpetual fpring, t 
which you commonly fee ripe fruit and blo 
foms on the fame tree, makes fome amends fo 
that inconvenience. Befides the heat of tht 
air 1s frequently moderated by pleafant an 
tefrefhing breezes. ee 

The Gambia is of fuch a length as to be 
vigable for floops above 600 miles, the tide 
reaching fo far from its mouth. The land of 
each fide of this great and fine river is for th@.- 
moft part flat and woody about a quarter of 
mile beyond its banks, and within that {pac 
are pleafant open grounds, on which the ne 
tives plant rice, and in the dry feafon it fervé 
the cattle for pafture. Thus within land tt! 
generally very woody ; but near the tow! 
there is always a large fpot of ground clearé 
for corn. Near the fea no hills are to be feen 
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ut high up the river are lofty mountains, 
hefe are chiefly compofed of iron ftone, and 
ough they are fometimes little elfe but a con- 
inued hard rock, they are full of trees, and | 
ervc greatly to beautify the face of the country. 
In every kingdom there are feveral perfons 
alled Lords of the foil,who have the propertyof 
ll the palm arid palmetto trees, fo that none are 
llowed to draw any wine from them, without 
heir knowledge and confent. Thofe wha ob- 
in leave to draw wine, give two days produce 

«week to the Lord of the foil; and white 
en are obliged to make a {mall prefent to 
em, before they cut palmetto leaves, or grals, 

) cover their houfes, : 
Thepalm isa fine ftrait treethat growsto apro- 
igious height, and out of it the natives exiraét 
fort of white liquor like whey, called palm- 
ine: by making an incifion on the top of the 
nk, to which they apply gourd bottles, and 
tothefe the liquor runs by means of a pipe 
nade of leaves, This winc is very pleafant as 
bon as it is drawn, it being extraordinary 
ect; but is apt to purge very much : hows 
er, in a day or two it ferments, and grows 
ough and ftrong like Rlexni/h wine ; when not 
eing at all prejudicial to the health, it is 
lentifully drank by the Negroes. It is very 
irprizing to fee how nimbly the natives will 
dup thefe trees, which are fometimes fixty, 
venty, or a hundred feet high, and the bark 
nooth, They have nothing to help them to 
imb, but a piece of the bark of a tree made 
lund like a hoop, with which they enclofe 
themfelves 
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themfelves and the tree, then fixing it unde 
their arms they fet their feet again{t the tre 
and their backs again{t the hoop, and goy 
very faft: but foumctimes they mis their foot 
ing; orthe bark on which they reft breaks 
comes untied, when falling down, they lof 
their lives. : 

The ciboa or palmetto tree refembles th 
palm, and grows to a great height: the leave 
which grow on the top, are ufed in coverin 
houfes, and the natives extract wine out of th 

almetto, in the fame manner as out of th 
palm. It is not quite fo fweet as the pal 
wine; but taftes not unlike it. 

The people here, as in all other hot coun 
tries, marry their daughters very young ; evel 
fome are contraéted as foon as they are bom 
and the parents can never after break 
match; but it isin the power of the man neve 
to come and claim his wife, and yet withot 
his confent fhe cannot marry another. Bef 
a man. takes his wife, he is obliged to pay he 
parents two cows, two iron bars, and 20 
cola, a fruit that grows a great way withi 
land ; itis an exceeding good bitter, and mud 
refembles a horfe-chefnut with the fkin: off, 
~ When aman takes home his wife, he make 
a feaft at his own houfe, to which all wh 
pleafe come without the form of an invil 
tion, The bride is brought thither upon men 
fhoulders, with a veil over her face which LM 
keeps on till fhe has been in bed with ¢ 
hufband, during which the people dance ang 
fing, beat drums, and fire mufkets, Af | 
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After the wife is brought to bed, fhe is not 
» lie with her hufband for three years, if the 
hild lives fo long; for during that term the 
hild fucks, anid they are.firmly perfuaded that 
ying with their hufbands would {fpoil their 
ilk, and render the child liable to many dif- 
aes. ‘Che women alone are fubject to all the 
ortifications attending fo long an abftinence ; 
or every man is allowed to take as many wives 
she pleafes: but if the wife is found falfe to 
et hufband, fhe is liable to be fold for a flave. 
Ipon any diflike, a man may turn off his wife, 
nd make her take all her children with her; 
ht if he has a mind to take any of them him- 
elf, he generally chufes fuch as are big enough 
oaffift him in providing for his family. He has 
ven the liberty of coming feveral years after 
hey have parted, and taking from her any of 
e children he had by her. But if a man is 
lifpofed to part with a wife who is pregnant, 
e cannot oblige her to go till fhe is deli- 
ered. | 
The women are kept in the greateft fubjec- 
ion; and the men, to render their power as 
ompleat as poffible, influence their wives to 
ave them an unlimited obedience, by all the 
orce of fear and terror. For this purpofe the 
Mundingoes have a kind of image eight or nine 
eet high, made of the bark of trees, dreffed 
na long coat, and crowned with a whifp of 
raw. This is called a Mumbo Fumbo; and 
henever the men have any difpute with the 
omen, this is fent for to determine the con- 


eft, which is almoft always done in favour of 
‘You. XVII. L the 
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the men. Onewho is in the fecret, conceals hig 
felf under the coat, and bringing i in the imag 
is the oracle on thele oce afions. No one} 
allowed to come armed into his prefence. Whe 
the women hear him coming, they run aw 
and hide themfelves ; but if you are acquain 
ed with the perfon concealed in the Mum 
Fumbo, he will fend for them all to com 
make them fit down, and afterwards eithe 
fing or dance, as he pleafes; and if anyr 
fufe to come, he will fend for, and whip them 
Whenever any one enters into this fociety, t 
{wear in the moft folemn manner never. 
divulge the fecret to any woman, or to aq 
perion that is not entered into it ; and to pr 
jerve the fecret inviolable, no boys are ac 
ted under fixteen years of age. The peop 
alfo {wear by the Mumbo Fumbo, and. the oat 
is efteemed irrevocable. There are very. fe 
towns of any note that have not gne of the 
objects of terror, to frighten the poor wom 
into obedience. 

About the year 1727, the King of Jagn 
having a very inquifitive woman to his wilt 
was fo weak as to difclofe to her this fecre 
and fhe being a goflip, revealed it to: fom 
other women of her acquaintance. This. 
laft coming to the ears of fome who weren 
friends to the King, they, dreading left if 
affair took vent, it fhould put a period to.th 
{ubjection of their wiyes, they took the cos 
put a man into it, and going to the King 
town, fent for him out, and taxed him will 
it; when he not denying it, they fent for i 

wile 
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ife, and killed them both on the fpot. Thus 
e poor King died for his complaifance to 
swife, and fhe for her curiofity. 

The women pay fuch refpect to their huf- 
ands, that when a man has been a day or 
1o from home his wives falute him on their 
nees, and in the fame pofture they always 
ive him water to drink. 

When a child is new born they dip him over 
‘ad and ears in cold water three or four times 
}a day, and as foon as he is dry, rub him 
er with palm oil, particularly the back-bone, 
e{mall of the back, the elbows, neck, knees, 
nd hips. When they are born they are of an 
live colour, and fometimes do not turn black 
l'they are a month or two old. 

Ido not find that they are here born with 
at nofes; but the mothers, when they wafh 
echildren, prefs down the upper part of the 
ofe: for large breafts, thick lips, and broad 
oftrils, are efteemed extremely beautiful. 
)ne breaft is generally larger than the other. 
About a month afterwards they name the 
hild, which is done by fhaving its head, and — 
ibbing it over with oil, and a fhort time be- 
re the rainy feafon begins, they circumcife a 
eat number of boys, of about twelve or 
urteen years of age, after which the boys 
ut on a peculiar habit; the drefs of* each 
ingdom being different : from the time of 
Nir circumcifion to that of the rains, they 
te allowed to commit what outrages. they 
leafe, without being called to an account for 
lem ;.and when the firft rain falls, the term of 
* ie 2 | this 
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this Jicentioufnefs being expired, they put. 
their proper habit. | | 
I have already obferved, that the Manding 
are fond of the ficth of crocodiles, and the 
eggs, but their mo{ft common food 1s call 
coofcoofh, which is pounded corn fifted thy 
a fine bafket, till it is of the finenefs of coan 
flour; and this is put into an earthen vel 
full of. holes like a cullender, luted to a 
. €arthen pot, in which is boiling water, a 
fometimes broth, the. fteam. of which cur 
the flour; and when it js done, they. mx 
with the water or broth, and eat it with the 
’ hands. Fith dried in the fun or {moaked,, 
a great favourite of theirs; but the ftronger. 
imelis the more they like it, They are! 
litcle delicate with refpect to their provition 
that there is fcarce any thing which they ¢ 
not eat; large {nakes, guanas, monkeys, pf 
licans, bald eagles, and fea horfes, are efleeme 
excellent food. | 
The people are naturally very jocole a 
merry, and will dance to a drum or ballate 
{ometimes four and twenty hours together, no 
and then dancing yery regularly, and at ota 
times ufing very odd geftures, ftriving alwa 
to outdo each other in nimblenefs and activit 
The behaviour of the natives to {trangers 
really not fo difagreeable as people are apt! 
imagine ; for when I went through any of the 
towns, they almoft all came to fhake han 
with me, except fome of the women, Wi 
having never before feen a white man, & 
away from me as faft as they could, am 
: wo 
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yould not by any means be perfuaded to come 
near me, Some of the men invited me to 
heir howfes, and brought their wives and 
daughters to fee me, who then fat down by 

e, and always found fomething to wonder at 
mynd admire, as my boots, {purs, cloaths, or 
i }o, ) . 

Some of the Mundingoes have many flaves in 

heir houfes, and in thefe they pride themfelves. 
They live fo well and‘eafily, that it is fome- 
imes difficult to know the flaves from their 
mafters and mittreffes ; they being frequently 
better cloathed, efpecially the females, who 
have fometimes coral, amber, and filver about 
their waiits to the value of 20 or 30l. iterling. 

In almoft every town they have a kind of 
drum of a very large fize, called a tangtong, 
which they only beat at the approach of an 
enemy, or on foie very extraordinary occafion, 
to call the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
towns to their affiftance; and this in the night- 
time may be heard fix or feven miles. 

There was a cuftom in this country which 1s 
not thoroughly repeaied, that whatever com- 
modity a man fells in the morning, he may, if 
he repents-his bargain, ‘go and have it returned 
tohim again, on his paying back the money 
any time before the fetting of the fun the fame 
day: this cuftom is itill in force very high up 
the river; but below it is pretty well worn 
out. 


- Whenever any factories are fettled, it is. 


cullomary to put them, and the perfons be- 
bnging to them, under the charge of the peo- 
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ple of the neareft large town, who are obliy 
to take care of it, and to let none impofe up@im 
the white men, or ufe them ill; and if a 
body is abufed, he muft apply to the Alcald 
the head man of the town, who will fee th 
juftice is done him. ‘This man is, up therive 
called the white man’s King ; and _ has. befid 
very great power. Almott every town hast 
common fields, one for their corn, -and fi 
other for their rice, and he appoints the labo 
of the people: he fees that the men worki 
the corn fields, and the women and girls inl 
rice grounds, and afterwards divides the cr 
among them. He likewife decides al! quarre 
and has the firft voice in all conferences 4 
lating te any thing belonging to the town. 
The trade of the natives confifts. in galt 
flaves, elephants teeth, and bees wax. Tf 
gold is finer than fterling, and is brought! 
imall bars, big in the middle, and turned rou 
into rings, from 10 to 40s. each, ‘The me 
chants who bring this, and other inland com 
modities, are blacks of the Mundingoe ract 
called Foncoes, who fay, that the gold is nd 
wafhed out of the.fand, but dug out of ming 
in the mountains, the neareft of which 1s twet 
ty days journey up the river. In the count 
where the mines are, they fay there are howe 
built with ftone, and covered with terrafs ; 
that the fhort cutlaffes and knives of good fice 
which they bring with them, are made thera 
The fame merchants bring down elephant 
teeth, and in fome years flaves ta the amoulgll 
of 2000, moft of whom they, fay are prifonetgyid 
mI 
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f war; and bought of the different Princes 
ty whom they are taken. The way of bring- 
ng them is by tying them by the neck with 
athex thongs, at.about a yard diftance from 
ch other, thirty or forty in a ftring, having 
rnerally a bundle of corn, or an elephants 
oth upon each of their heads. In their way 
om the mountains they travel through ex- 
enfive woods, where they cannot for fome 
lays get water; they therefore carry in {kin 
mgs enough to fupport them for that time. I 
annot be certain’ of the number of merchants 
ho carry on this trade; but there may per- 
aps be about a hundred, who go up into the 
tland country with the goods, which they 
ly from the white men, and with them pur- 
hafe, in various countries, gold, flaves, and 
ephants teeth. ‘They ufe affes, as well as 
ves in carrying their goods, but no camels 
or horfes. BBYS 
Befides the flaves brought down by the Ne- 
to merchants, there are many bought along 
e river, who are either taken in war like 
: former, or condemned for crimes, or ftolen 
y the people: but the company’s fervants 
ever buy any which they fufpect to be of the 
fort, till they have fent for the Alcalde, 
hdconfulted with him. Since this flave trade 
& been ufed, all punifhments are changed 
to flavery ; and the natives Sy ap § advan- 
ge from fuch condemnations, theyftrain hard 
tcrimes, in order to obtain the benefit of 


ling the criminal ;. hence not only murder, | 


dultery and theft are here punithed by felling 
} the 
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the malefactor ; but every trifling crime isa 
punifhed in the fame manner, Thus at Cai 
tore, 4 man feeing a tyger eating a deer, whie 
he himfelf had killed and hung up nearhi 
houfe, fired at the tyger, but unhappily fhot 
ynan: when the King had not only the crvelt 
to condemn him for this accident ; but had th 
jnju{tice and inhumanity to order allo his 
ther, his three brothers, and his three fifterst 
be fold. They were brought down to med 
Yanyamacunda, when it made my heart ache 
Jee them; but on my refufing to make th 
cruel purchafe, they were fent farther dow 
the river, and fold to féme feparate traders: 
Foar, and the vile avaricious King had the b 
nefit of the goods for which they were fold. | 
Indeed the cruelty and villainy of fome 
thefe Princes can icarcely be conceived. Thu 
whenever the King of Barfally, fome of whol 
villainies I have already mentioned, wan 
goods or brandy, he fends to the Goyernor¢ 
James’ fort, to defire him to fend a fleop the 
with a proper cargo, which is. readily con 
plied with, Mean while the King goes-@ 
ranfacks fome of his enemies towns, and feiz! 
the innocent people, fells them to the factors 
the floop, for fuch commodities as he want 
as brandy, rum, guns, gunpowder, ba 
piftols and cutlaffes, for his attendants and {¢ 
diers, with coral and filver for his wives 4 
concubines: but in cafe he is not at war w! 
any neighhouring King, be then falls up 
one of his own towns, which are very 9 
ferous, and ufes them in the fame aT? 
P14 
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elling them for flaves, whom he is bound by 
wery Obligation to protect. ene. 

Several of the natives of thefe countries 
ave many flaves born in their families: thus 
here is a whole village near Brucoe of 200 
xople, who are the wives, fiaves, and chil- 
dren of one man. And though in fome parts 
of Africa, they fell the flaves born in the fa- 
ly; yet this 1s. here thought extremely 
icked, and I never heard but of one per- 
on who ever fold a family flave, except for 
fuch crimes as would have authorifed its being 
lone, had he been free. Indeed, if theré are 
many flaves in the family, and one of them 
ommits a crime, the mafter cannot fell him 
ithout the joint confent of the reft: for if he 
does, they will all run away to the next king- 
lom, where they will find protection. 

Ivory, or elephants teeth, is the next prin- 
ipal article of commerce. Thefe are obtained 
ther by hunting and killing the beafts, or 
are picked up in the woods, This is.a trade 
wed by all the nations hereabouts ; for who- 
ver kills an elephant, has.the liberty of fel- 
tag him and his teeth: but thofe traded for in 
his river are generally brought from a good 
vay within land. The largeft tooth 1 ever ifaw 
eighed 130 pounds. | | : 

The fourth branch of trade confifts in beef- 
hax, The Mundingoes make beehives of ilraw 
aped like ours, and fixing to each a bottom 
@oard, in which is a hole, for the bees to go 
Nand out, hang them on the boughs of trees. 
They {mother the becs in order to take the 
combs, 
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combs, and prefling out the honey, of whi? 
they make a kind of metheglin, boil up te 
wax with water, itrain it, and prefs it throu 
hair cloths into holes made in the ground. 

At length, on the 8th of Apri/, 1735, havin 
delivered up the company’s efteéts to Mr. Fame 
Conner, I embarked on. board the company@ih 
floop: among other perfons, ob came dow 
with me to the floop, and parted with me witl 
tears in his eyes, at the fame time:giving m 
letters to the Duke of Montague, the Royd 
African company, Mr. Oglethorpe, and fevera 
othér gentlemen in England, telling me to giv 
his love and duty to them, and to acquaint 
them, that as he defigned to learn to write tht 
Englifo tongue, he would, when he was matlet 
of it, fend them longer epiftles; defiring me 
that as I had lived wita him almoft ever finca 
he came there, I would let his Grace and thai, 
other Gentlemen know what he had done; ant 
that he was going to the gum-foreft, an 
would endeavour to produce fo good an under 
{tanding between the company and the Polen 
that he did not doubt but that the Engi/s wouk 
procure the gum-trade : adding, that he would 
ipend his days in endeavouring to do good tt 
the Exglifh, by whom he had been. redeemeqgih 
from flavery, and from whom he had receive 
innumerable favours. 2 


Soon after he returned on fhore, while I failed 
to England, andat length, on the 13th of Ju) 
landed at Deal, 
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lconcife Defcription of the River Senegal, and 
of Fort Lewis near its Mouth: with an ac- 
count of the Conqueft of that Fort, and the 
Land of Goree. 


HE river Senegal or Senega, is thought 

to be one of thofe channels of the Niger, 
ywhich it is f{uppofed to difcharge its waters 
tothe Atlantic ocean. ‘The river Niger rifes 
the eaft of Africa, and after acourfe of 3000 
ies, nearly weft, ‘according to fome authors, 
tides into three branches, the moft northerly 
which is the Sevegal, the middle of the Gam- 
a, already defcribed, and the fouthern Rio 
rande. | 
The Senegal diichasges itfelf i into the Azlantic 
“in ia 16%, north. latitude. Nothing can 
be 
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be more beautiful than the banks of this rive 
whith are adorned with lofty trees of differet 
kinds, filled with a variety of birds, fom 
blue, ‘fome red, and fome black, of the fi 
ot a linnet, and of the brightett colours ; ; al 
with {quirrels and monkeys, that divert th 
paflengers, by playing a thoufand comic 
tricks: But they are very deftructive to th 
plantations of the natives, and when they fin 

an opportunity, enter their cottages, whet 
they never fail to fpoil more than they cot 
fume, on which account they make continu 
war upon them. | 

The country abounds with lions and ek 
,phants, the latter of which are fo tame, th 
they are not frightened at the fight of ma 
and do them no hurt, if they are not firfta 
tacked. ‘The low grounds are in fome place 
covered with thorn trees of a prodigial 
height, which bear great bunches of brigl 
yellow flowers of a fragrant {mell ; the bat 
of thefe trees is of different colours, fome re( 
others white, black or green ; the colour t 
the timber nearly refembles that of the bark 
and from its hardnefs feems a fpecies of th 
ebony, and yet the flowers of all are exall 
the fame. 

We fhall not tire the reader, by giving 
defcription of the different tribes of Negrot 
on the banks of the Sezegal, or with a mot 
particular account of the produce in the cout 
try; it is fufficient to fay, that in thefe tf 
fpects they nearly agree with Mr. Moore's 
count of thofe of the Gambia, and that a mt 

mint! 
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inute detail wou!d engage us in difagreeable 
petitions, that would afford neither much 
tertainment nor inftruction. — 

The entrance of the Senegal is guarded by 

ral forts, the principal of which. is Fort 

wis, built on a {mall ifland of the fame 
me, about twelve miles up the river. It is 
quadrangular building, with two batftions of 
rinconfiderable ftrength. At the mouth of 
eriver is a. bar: the beft feafon for paffing 
is from’ March to September, The Lag 

h had'formerly fettlements herc, ovt of 
hich they were driven by the freach in 1675. 
hey were, however, feized by the Exnglifh in 
92; but the next year the french retook 
im, and kept them till the prefent war. 

ey built Fort Lew7s in 1692, and beyond it 
ley had a multitude of other fettlements, ex- 
nding 600 miles up the river. The princi- 
al commodities the French have imported from 
ele fettlements are, gum fenega, a very va- 
able drug, of great ufe in feveral manufac- 

es, elephants teeth, hides, bees-wax, cotton, 

ld duft, Negro flaves, oftrich feathers, am- 
retis, indigo, and civet. 

On the 24th of April, 1758, a fimall fqua- 
won commanded by Captain Ma-/h, confilting 
the Naffx of 64 guns, the Harzvich of 50 
uns, the Rye of 24 guns, with the Sxvax floop 
idtwo bufles, arrived off the river Sexegal, 
id after founding the entrance, the {mall veffels 

d barks got over the bar, on the 2gth; upon 
hich the enemy with feven veffels, three of 


thich were armed with ten guns each, made a 
‘Vor. XVII M fhew 
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be put in poffeffion of the Englifh ; that an 
white people belonging to the. company, willow 
their private effects, except merchandizeand uly a 
coined treafure, fhould be landed in FrancGipr 
and that both the free Mulattoes and Negrocihi 
fliould enjoy their religion and all they pofleliiy, 
ed, and be allowed to retire if they chofe it. 

In confequence of this agreement, Majo 
Mafon, with the marines, took poffeffion ¢ 
Fort Lewis on the 2d of May, when he foungy 
in it 232 Freach officers and foldiers ; g2 piecegy 
of cannon; with treafure, flaves and merchan 
dize, to a confiderable value; and in the har 
bour were taken 16 veffels, moft of them mech 
ly laden. 

This important acquifition was followed by the 
taking of feveral otherfettlements of the French 


particularly of the ifland of Goree, near Capt 
Kerd, This ifland confifts of a low narrow piect 
of land, and afmall, but very fteep mountain 
the whole only half a mile in length. Not 
withftanding its confined extent, the fituation 


renders it a very agreeable place. T sae 
| the 
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he fouth you enjoy a profpect terminated only 
ythe fea; and to the northward you difco- 
rat a diftance Cape Verd, and all the other 
apes and neighbouring Promontories. Tho’ 
isin the ‘Torrid Zone, you here breathe a 
mperate air, almoft all the year, owing to the 
quality of the days and nights, and its being 
mtinually. refrefhed by breezes from the land 
nd fea. It is adorned with fome handfome 
uildings ; the gardens are planted with ex- 
lent fruit trees; and the whole iflandisina 
anner covered with fortifications. It was, 
wever, taken on the 29th of December, 1758, 
yy a erg under the command of Commo- 
re Keppel, with a very inconfiderable lofs ; by 

fLirtementi in Africa be- 


hich all the French 
me in our poffeffion. 


In the Kingdom of. 


MOROCCO. 


CH AP. 1, 


Lhe Author lands with the Amboffador at the b 
of Tetuan. The Reception they meet with fr 
the Bafja, who conduéts them to the City. of 
tuan, which is defcribed, with an Accouat 


the Dreffis, Manners and Cufloms of the Moo 


HE Honourable Charles Stewart, Ul 
being fent to treat of a peace with ti 
Emperor of Morocco; landed in the bay of 2 
tuaz on the Oth of May, 1720, at about NY 
| o'clo0 
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dock ‘in the morning, when-we + found a 
ficient number of tents pitched for our con- 
iency, and among them a fine large one, 
ich the Ambaffador made choice of to eat in 
phis journey. Our firit entertainment was in 
stent, Where they brought plen'y of cul- 
fu, fowls, and a'fheep roafted whole, upon a 
eat wooden fpit, which they fet upon the 
le, {pit and all. Between three and four 
(lock the Baffa came down attended by about 
» horfe and 300 foot, who having entered 
camp firing and cavalcading, threw them- 
les into the form of an half moon before 
rtent, where we had the diverfion of feeing 
lem exercife above .an hour. ‘This they. per- 
mmed with great activity, the Baffa and his 
other often heading parties of horfe, who all 
gether clapping their fpurs to «their hortes 
des, levelled their pieces and fired at each 
wer, as if they were attacking an enemy. Af- 
t this they took their {pears and fingled out 
ch other to tilt, dexteroully putting by the 
nuit of the fpear, tho’ made at their backs, 
hile their horfes were on full fpeed. Mean 
hile the foot kept a continual irregular firing, 
tty man charging his piece, and firing into 
le ground as faft as he could. ‘Eheir drums 
lade a warlike found, and were beaten with 
heavy ftick on the top, and a fmall one at 
it bottom, keeping time to a pipe, that had 
me refemblance to a fife, and founded very 


t The author is Mr. Windus,.a gentleman in the 


Mbaflacder’s retinue. 
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loud and fhrill, The cavalcade being ov 
the Bafla welcomed the Ambaffador to Bar 
and invited him to his tent, where he told hy 
that he would do all in his power ta render 
country agreeable to him; and that he lik 
the Engii/b better than any other Chriftian 
tion,and{ome other compliments having pafk 
between them they parted, 
The next morning the Ambaflador vifite 
the Bafla at his tent, who having renewed} 
compliments, a row of fine horfes were drat 
up, which made a noble appearance, many. 
their faddles being entirely covered with plat 
the Baffa then politely defired the Ambaflak 
totake whichhe liked beft: which having dot 
_ each of us chofefor ourfelves, and then fet f 
wards, fy 
The Moors -almoft all the way to Tetem 
which is about fix miles, continued firing a 
cavalcading. On our entering the town, ¥ 
were received by great crowds of people thou 
ing, and the women all in white; and mufll 
up, fo that no part of them could be feen) 
their eyes, were prefled together upon the to 
of the houfes, as thick as they could ftand 
The Baffa drew up his people in a large iqu 
before his houfe, where he and his. brothe 
finely mounted, fhewed us again. their dextt 
rity at the {pear, tilting, and fometimes dartiy 
theirlances into the air before them, and catch 
ing them again with their horfes on full {pee 
The Ambaffador was then conduéted to wu 
houfe allotted for him, which was one of th 


/ 


bel 
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beft in Yetuan, and a ftable of horfes was ap- 
pointed for his ufe, and that of his retinue. 

On the 8th the Ambaffador paid a vifit to 
the Baffa, who received him in an outer room, 
built long and narrow, like moft of the rooms 
in Barbary, ‘There were two chairs placedop- 
pofite to each other, in which the Ambaflador 
and Baffa fat down, and talked about an hour 
anda half, during which, eight or ten of the 
principal Moors.of the town ftood behind the 
Bafla. The conference being over, we were 
fhewn the Baffa’s gardens and ftables. 

On the 15th we dined in a garden which the 
Bafla had lately planted about three miles from 
Tetvan. It is fituated in a pleafant valley al- 
moft furrounded with hills and mountains, 
which being green and woody, afford on every 
fide“a moftdelightful profpeét. A ftream runs 
through the garden, which with great labour 
was conveyed thither from an adjacent moun- 
tan. The Governor of Zetvan, who was one 
of the Ambaffador’s brothers, came juft after 
dinner, and walking with us, was fo complai- 
fant, as to gather and give us the belt fruit. 
The walks are feparated by cane work, and 
there isa handfome arbour of the fame ma- 
terials, in which is a bafon fupplied with wa- 
ter from the above ftream, which the Ambal- 
fador filled with punch; but it was with fome 
difficulty he perfuaded the Governor to drink 
two or three glaffes. This arbour was rendered 
very delightful by a great number of carna- 
tions srowing through the cane work, and inat 
the windows. The Governor was marae D7 
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his mufic, which confifted of two perfon pla le 


ing on {mall inftruments, after the manner of 
violins; one had a piece of parchment drawn 
tightover a {mall hoop, with pieces of loofe 
tin on the fides, which he fhook with one 
hand, while he drummed on it with the other, 
and anotherperfon beat time to their mufic, by 
firiking the palms of his hands together, very f. 
loud, and with great dextérity. This part of ‘a 
tlhecountry abounds with fine oranges, lemons, 6 
citrons, grapes, apricots, pomegranates, me- 
lons, figs and olives. uel 
On the 20th we went with the Baffa to hunt 
the wild boar, in the mountains between Tetvas 
and Ceuta, when we killed fix, and took three 
young ones alive. The {pears ufed by the 
foot, are not above half aslarge ‘as thofe carried 
by the horfe, they are made of a heavy and 
tough wood, with the blade about half a yard 
long, and verythick, to prevent their breaking, 
A great number of foot went with us thus arm: 
ed, who getting upon the hills, by their fhout- 
ing raifed the boars from the woods and thick 
ets, and brought them in view for the chace. if 
one of thefe mén is attacked by a boar, he does 
not thew the leaft fign of fear; but putting 
himfelf in as firm a pofture as he can, he fe 
ceives the boar on his fpear, who goars himfelf 
up to the end of the blade, where an iron goes 
acrofs, to ftop the {pear from running though, 
otherwife the boar pre ffing on, would reach the 
man, and wound him with his tufks! | 
Tctvan, which is avery ancient city, was call- 
ed by the Romans Tetuanum, and gives name t0 
a large 
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alarge proyince, It 1s fituated at the opening 
of the ftreights into the Mediterranean, uponthe 
acent cf a.rocky hill between two high moun- 
tains, about fix miles from the fea, and has a 
daftle built higher on the hill,-that has a full 
ommand: of the town. “Through the val- 
ley runs.a little river navigable for {mall vef- 
fels as far as Martcen, a place’ about two miles 
from the bay, where they load and unload their 
goods, AVS HS 

Tetuan is well built; but the ftreets are very 
natrow, ‘and there are hardly any windows to 
be leen, except little holes to look out at; the 
ight being admitted at the infide where there 
isa {quare court open at the top, with pillars 


¢ lupporting galleries, and painted wooden balul- 
-dmgtades, ‘The houfes are but two ftories high, 


except the. Bafla’s and a few others, belonging 
oparticularmen. ‘They are flat at the top, fo 
hat im many. places the inhabitants can walk a 
great way upon them; but thofe belonging to 
the Chriffzan merchants have battlements, to 
keepthem within the bounds of theirown houf- 
es;for the Moori/fh women live in the upper 
apartments, and often vifitone anotherfromthe 
ops of their houfes: ‘They are white wafhed 


the refle@tion of the fun. fo bright, as to be pain- 
fultothe eyes. Their walls are not raifed by 
laying brick or ftone even upon one another ; 
but they make a ftrong wooded cafe, into which 
they caft-the mortar, and beatingit down hard, 


alt.etke the cafe away when it is dry. 
| The 


on the outfide as well as within, which renders — 
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The fhops are very {mall, and have nodoosm: 
butthe nice hacia opened the fhutters jump 
in, and fits crofs-legged, upon a place railg 
about the height of a counter, The goodsay 
difpofed in drawers round about him, whichk 
can for the moft part reach without moving ou 
of his place, his cuftomers ftanding in the {tree 
while they are ferved. ‘J 
The town is populous and healthful; butth 
people are poor and poffefs nothing but at th 
pleafure of the Baffa, who gives or takes awa 
houfes, lands, or whatever he pleafes. Ther 
fore when aman by his diligence and induft 
has acquired wealth, he endeavours to concei 
it, and feem poor; for if it fhould- come to th 
knowledge of the Bafla, he might throw hi 
into prifon, and caufe him to be baftinadeed 
make him difcover all his treafures. : 
_ The peopleare of a fwarthy complexion, if 
termixed with arace of well-looking men, fom 
what fairer than the reft: they are general 
lufty, ftrong-limbed, a€tive, laborious, and pa 
tient of labour and fatigue, enduring with iu 
prizing refolution the heats offummer, and th 
cold rains of winter. A meffenger willgo frot 
Tetuan to Meguinez, which is 150 miles, for 
Barba-y ducat, and inthe midit of .a ftormay 
rain, he will only look out for a bufh br higgt 
ftone, and fitting down on his hams with hisbae 
towards it, remain in that pofture the whol 
night; or if the weather be fair, he will wig 
himfelf in hiscloaths, and pafs the: naght up? 
the grafs, "Tis faid that the moft famous foot 
men of thecountry will go fixty leagues in tht 


days 
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ays.. Fhey fwim the rivérs inthe depth of 
inter, if not-deterred -by'the rapidity of the 
rrent; -and for a journey of feven or eight 
scarry Only a little meal, and’ a few rai 
s or figs in a {mall-goat’s fkin. | ie 
They have no fettled poft in the country, the 
jinary way of fending letters being by thefe 
jtmen, whoare nearly as expeditious as horf- 
. Norhavethey any kind of wheel carriage; 
eir light goods. are- removed ‘from place to 
ace, if not far, on horfes ; but when they have 
at qantities either of corn, wax, hides, or 
slike, and go far, they ufe camels, 
The drefs:of the people is not ungraceful. 
he men ‘wear fhort fhirts with very broad 
eves that fometimes hang down, but are’ 
refrequently tucked up to keep them cool. 
hey have linen breeches tied about their 
aftsnext the fkin. They go bare legged, 
twear flippers of red or yellow leather, 
ithout heels. Over their fhirt they wear a> 
ith veft, or waiftcoat, very fhort, and made 
fit clofe to the body; it is faftened with 
ll buttons and loops fet clofe together, and 
ten embroidered with gold or filver thread. 
und the waift they wear a {carf of filk or 
it, in which they ftick: large knives, with ° 
thandles either of fome valuable metal, or 
hyinlaid, and the fheaths are tipt with filver. 
elr Outer garment is either the alhague, or 
ornooce ; the former is a piece of fine white 
ollen ftuff five or fix yards long, and about — 
and a half broad, which they wrap round 
mabove and below their arms; this drefs 
re- 


» 
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refembles the drapery of antique figures : th 
albernooce is cither made of -cloth or ‘woolle 
{tuff napt,. and fomewhat refemibles a. hoy 
eloak, but. is joined.a little way before frog 
the neck downwards, having two or three ro 
of {hort {tripes worked in the {Luff and fring 
at the ends for ornament;, the, bottom’ an 
fides are edged with a deep fringe; and behin 
at the neck there hangs a peaked cowl, wil 
a taflel at the end, which they can cover thei 
heads with to keep off the weather. On the 
heads, which they always keep haved, the 
wear a little red cap, which they make into 
turbant by. rolling muflin about it: but whet 
they go intothe country they wear a -hand{or 
cane hat to keep off the fun... The Alcaydes 
have a broad leather belt embroidered wit 
gold to hang their {cymitars.in, which the 
wear over their fhoulder, eee oi 
The Moors in general are dreffed afterth 
manner, without any other difference than | 
the richnefs and finenefs of the ftuffs; only t 
upper garment of the. pooreft fort.is a coatl 
thick woollen cloth with holes to puttheiram 
through inftead of fleeves. This -reaches ' 
their knees, and hangs loofe about their 0 

clies. 7 ap and 
When the women go abroad, they are-drel 
ed almoft like the men, their upper garment 0 
ing an alhague, with which they cover the 
heads, bringing it down over their foreheat 
clofeto their eyes, and underneath tie a piece 
white cloth, to hide the lower part of the fae 
the alhague covers all but their legs, wal 
whe 
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hen they are at home, or vifit from the tops 
ftheir houles, are generally naked; only fome 
ffuperior rank have their drawers fo long, 
hat they reach to their feet, and hang in great 
wfe folds about their legs. They wear the 
me kind of flippers as the men. Within doorg, 
ney have only a fingle binder about their fore- 
ads, and their hair hangs behind in two large 
lats at full length. At home they alfo wear 
velt open from the bofom to the w ailt, to 
ew their -embrcidered {mocks ; and they 
ten large pieces of muflin to the fleeves of 
hair veits,; which hang down very low in the 
ature of ruffles; over their drawers they 
ear a fhort petticoat ; befides they have brace- 
ts on their arms and legs, and large ear-rings 
) their cars. 
The women have fine eyes, and fome of them 
ry beautiful fkins, which we had fometimes 
n opportunity of obferving; for tho’a manmay 
eayear in Zetwan without feeing the face of 
Moorifhb wonvan in the ftreets, yet when we 
et them in the fields, or faw them on the houfe 
ps, if none of the foors were in fight, they 
ould unveil, and laugh, tll the appearance 
lone obliged them to “hide their faces again. 
When any of the Moors have a mind to enter- 
in their neighbours, the women go to the top 
t bat the houfe, ‘and continue there till the gvieits 
theM™e gone; their general entertainment coniliits 
ead! cuicufu, which is thus made: they put fine 
ceq@™pur into a large flat pan, and fprinkling it 
facdmmith water, roll it up into fmall balls ; thete 
hice put into a kind of cullender that feryes tor 
whem Vor, XVII. N the. 
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the cover of a pot, where meat and fowls. are 
a ftewing, fo that it receives the heat an 
fteam: when it is enough they pour ftron 
broth into it, and putting the meat and fow] 
at top ferveitup. They fit crofs-legged on th 
floor, putting their difhes upon a large piece ¢ 
ereafy leather, that ferves both for table an 
table cloth. Their difhes are either of pew 
ter or earthenware, wide at the top, and na 
row at the bottom, fomewhat like a high crown, 
ed hat turned with the crown downward 
While they eat, a fervant ftands by with 
great bowl of water in one hand, and a narto 
long piece of blue linen in the other, to-wip 
their right hands, with which they pull th 
victuals to pieces, which are generally ftewe 
to rags. They never ufe the left hand in eatitiggiive 
becaufe that is always ufed on neceffary occalgitl 
ons. They eat without fpeaking, and afte, 
their meals drink water, their religion forbid 
ding them wine and all other intoxicating 
liquors except cyder; yet moft of them wi 
get drunk with {trong liquors of any kind, 
they can get it. They are fo fond of butte 
milk, which is their chief defert, that whet 
they would {peak of the extraordinary fweetnel 
of any thing they compare it to that. A larga 
black pitcher of it is generally brought in, wit 
a wooden ladle, which is prefented to the mo! 
confiderable perfon, and from him it pale 
round the company feveral times. 

Their butter, which is bad, is made of 4 
the milk as it comes from the cow, by puttin 
it into a fkin, and fhaking it, till the butter 
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rates from it. They bury it in the ground 
»make ‘it keep, and do not diflike it when it 
three or four years old, ‘They alfowrap up 
e cawls, fuet and fat of cows, fheep and goats 
: great rolls, which in winter are fold to the 
poor inftead of .butter. Their bread is how- 
er extremely good and cheap. 
While in their houfes they are always fitting 
mmatts, or tying; and if they go out on foot, 
is never farther than to make a vifit, unlefs 
heir bufinefs requires it ; but they daily {pend 
ve or fix hours fitting on their hams before 
heir-doors, thinking it meft ridiculous to walk 
ip and down a room: Why, fay they, fhould 
man move from one end of the room to the 
ther, without apparent caufe? Can he not as 
ell ftay in the place he is in, as go to the 
ther end, merely in order to come back 
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They proceed on their Fouracy to Mequinez, whi 
they enter, and obtaining an Audience of the En 
eror, are foexva the Palace, which is particn 
larly defcribed. The C ruclty of the Goverimtent 
the naturul Fertility of the Couatry, the Mife 
of the People and the Articles of their Con 
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N the 13th of Fae we began our Journe 

to Meguinex, and onthe 18th coming with 
in two miles of Akafar, we were met by th 
Governor of Tangier, who came towards 
with a fpear carried upright by a flave at hi 
horfe’s head. After he had welcomed tht 
Ambaffador, we were conducted towards the 
townwith a number of lufty Woors tilting before 
us; the drums were beating, ftrange forts of 
mufic playing, and great crowds of people prels 
ing fo clofe upon us, that they could not & 
kept off by the blows of our guards, till we 
came to the tents that were pitched clofe to the 
walls of Alcaffur. 

On the left of the road, almoft all the wa 
from Yetuan to Al-affar, runs a ridge of vet 
high mountains, called by the Moors, the moun 
tains of Hadid: the inhabitants of which can 
not be reduced to the fame degree of fubjectio 
as the reft of the country : yet upon civil treat 
ment bring the Baffa a contribution ; but “7 
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fed ill, revenge themfelves by infeiting the 
wads, and robbing-and deftroying travellers, 
etiring when they tee occafion to their retreats 

the mountains, where it would be difficult 
ohurt them ; whence the Baffa rather chufes 
ytake peaceably what they voluntarily fend 
im, than to enrage them, by attempting vio- 
nt meaiures. 

Alcaffir was once an important city, and the 
at of the Governor of this part of the king- 
mm; but it is now fallen to decay, fo that of 
teen mofques, there are only two in. which 
vice is performed. Here are a great num- 
of ftorks which live very familiarly with 
he people, walking about the town, and pot- 
fing the tops of the’ mofques and the houtes; 
ttho’ they are efteemed facred birds, they 
renot free enough toenter in and {belter thein- 
ves from the heat of the fun. and therefore ' 
me of them drop down dead every day. 

On the 26th we left A/caffar, and procecd- 
gon our journey, on the firit of Fxly patled 
y the ruins of a very antient and noble ftone 
uilding, called by the natives P/araol’s cattle. 
hefe ruins are fituated on a hill of an eafy af- 
nt, about 140 miles fouth of Tetvan, and 16 
orth-eaft of Meguinez. One of the buildings 
ems part of a triumphal arch, there being 
veral broken ftones that have intcriptions ly- 
igtunderneath. It is 56 feet long, 16¢ thick ; 
dthe portal is 20 feet wide, and about 26 
height. 

At about 100 yards from this arch ftands 
at of the front of a large tquare building, 
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140 feet long, and about 60 high; part oft 
four corners are yet ftanding ; and both th 
{tructure and the gate are adorned with j 
lafters, fome of which have capitals that x 
femble the Corinthian order. | 
‘The country we had hitherto paffed is vey 
pleafant and fertile ; the plains, in many places 
abounding in corn and cattle, and the hills an 
mountains yielding plenty of olives; tho’ 
great part lies wafte and uncultivated, not f 
much from the want of a fufficient-number of 
inhabitants, as from the oppreffions of the go 
vernment, which make the people chufle t 


live at tome diftance from the high roads, andg™mu 
feldom cultivate more land than is neceflary fogmjar 


their fubfiftance. . 

On the 3d we entered the city of Mequines, 
a little before the fun arofe, to avoid the proj 
digious crowd we fhould have met with had the 
day been much farther advanced, by which 
means we got to our houfe with very little in- 
terruption. 

On the 6th, about feven in the morning, the 
Emperor fent an Alcayde with a guard to con- 
duct the Ambaffador to him. We paffed thro’ 
the ftreets in the following order: firft ther 
were two ferjeants on horfeback followed: by 
our mufic, which played all the way; then cameml 
the Ambaffador with his liverymen on eacl 
fide, and after him-the gentlemen of. the: ret: 
nue, followed by feveral fervants on horfeback. 
The Alcayde who commanded the guard, would 
not fuffer the Moors out of the Emperor’s fer- 


vicc, to Come near-us, the guards therefore laid 


- 
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unmercifully, and fometimes knocked the 
ople down. bias 
We difmounted at the outward gate of the 
alace, and pafling through three or four large 
ourt yards, fat down under fome piazzas for 
bout half an hour, Then word being brought 
at the Emperor was come out, we were led 
toa fpacious place, where we faw him mount- 


uurtiers {tood bare-footed on each fide in the 
abit of flaves, and behind him his guards 
ere drawn up in the figure of an half moon, 
We marched towards the Emperor with our 
nufic playing, till we came within about eighty 
ards of him, when the, old monarch alighting 
rom his horfe, proftrated himfelf on the earth 
0 pray, and continued fome minutes with his 
lace fo clofe to the earth, that when we came 
p to him, the duft remained upon his nofe. 
Vhen he had done he-inftantly mounted, and 
ook a lance in his hand. : 
The Ambaflador and we bowed as we a 
roached the Emperor, when nodding his head, 
he cried feveral times Bono, and bad the Am- 
baflador be covered, with which hecomplied, 


letter tied upin.a filk handkerchief,into theEm- 
nem™ pcror’s hand; obferving, that he wascome from 
chi@™the King of Great-Britain, his Mafter, to fettle 
tim peace, friendfhip and a good underftanding be- 


kf tween the two crowns; and that he had brought: 


Id him a prefent, which he hoped he would ac- 
-Mcept. The Emperor replied, he fhould have 
id MM every thing h¢ came for, becaufe he loved the 
on English; 


d with an umbrella held over his head; his . 
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Englifh; and that fuch of the Afoors whom the 
Ambaffador had brought over with him as were 
able, fhould pay their ranfom, and thofe whol 
were not, the Bafla of Zetwax fhould pay for; 
but recolleéting himfelf, he added, the Engi 
make no flaves nor fell any. Upon which the 
Ambaflador told him, he hoped he would have 
the fame regard for the King his Matter’s {ub- 
jects, and admit them to return home into their 
own country; a charity becoming fo potent: 
monarch. Soon after the Emperor {peakingto 
the Bafla of Tetwan, the latter proftrated him 
felf on the earth, kiffed i it, and arifing, went up 
to the Emperor, and kiffed his foot ; ; ‘which the 
all do very often when he talks to them, and 
then retire backwards into their places again. 
The Emperor was mounted ona black horle i, 
His Negroes tanned and beat the flies from thei. 
horfe with cloths, andthe umbrella was conitant- 
ly kept twirling over his head to produce a lit- 
tle wind; the man that carried it alfo takingi 
care to move as his horfe did, that no fun might 
come upon the Emperor. His drefs differed 
little from that of his Baffas; but the handleo 
his {cymitar was of gold, and fet with large 
emeralds, and his faddle was covered with {car- 
let cloth embroidered with gold, with one pif. 
in a cloth cafe on the left fide. | 
On our leaving the Emperor, which we > did 
by going backwards a good way, we were Cons, 
ducted by his. Majefty’s order to fee the px 
lace. We were firftled into a large iquaré 
building with piazzas all round: this was the 
Queen of the Xeris/’s apartment, ‘Tlie arches 


were 
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rere wrought with plaifter fret work ‘in flowers, 
and fupported by neat ftone pillars : the bottom 
md fide for about fivefeet high were chequered 
mith tiles of feveral colours, -as were all the 
BBeeronens, wal paffages andunderneath the 
Marches, which gave a beautiful air of neatnefs 
fo the buildings. From thence we were led in- 
0a magazine near a quarter of a mile long, 
nd not above thirty feet broad: in which were 
lung up great quantities of arms in cafes. 

We were then carried into another large and 
acious building with piazzas all round, like 
he former, where lived two of the Emperor’ 5 
ives much efteemed by him. 

From thence paffing through fome neat long 
aks and paffages of chequer-work, we came 
0 another building, that had a large garden in 
he middle, planted round with tall cyprefs 
res; the garden is funk 60 or 70 feet below 
he foundation of the building, over which runs 
j terrafs walk, from one fide’ to the other, 
bout half a mile long, and 1¢ or 16 feet broad, 
ll the way fhaded at the top with vines and 
ither greens, fupported by {trong and well made 
ood work. In this walk was a chariot that 
vent with fprings, and a fmall calafh, in which, 
ve were told, the Emperor was ‘fometimes 
awn by women and eunuchs. 

We paffed through feveral other fquares and 
ng buildings, now and then feeing the C/ri/~ 
ais upon the top of high walls, beating 
lown the mortar with heavy pieces ‘of wood, 
mcething like thofe ufed by our saga in 
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driving down the ftones: thefe they all raife t 
gether, and keep time in their ftrokes. 

After we had been about three hours viewin 
the palace, we were again conduéted tothe Em 
peror, who was on horfeback viewing a mapa 
zine of lancesand other arms. At the approac 
of the Ambafflador, he afked him how he likey 
his palace? The Ambaffador faid it was one 
thenobleftonthe faceoftheearth; at whichth 
Emperor faid, Tank Ged. Some. English bo 
then falling proftrate, and giving him the ufo 
falutation, God 6lef/s thy power; the Empero 
afked of what nation they were, and being tol 
they were Exzli/h, he bid them go home wil 
the Ambaflador, and fee him to bed: upo 
which the Ambaffador returned the Emper 
thanks, and took his leave. : 

At night-one of the Queens fent fome provi 
fions dreffed in the palace, and fruit, defiringy 
to know how the Ambaffador did, and within 
him a good night. The vidtuals were high {eal 
foned, and ftewed with roots and fpices, 

The next day we were fent for again to {eq 
the palace, where arriving about 9 o’clock, w 
were firft fhewn fome large rooms full of mea 
and boys making faddles, ftocks for guns, fcabay 
bards for fcimitars, and other things. Frome 
thence we paffed through feveral large neag?! 
buildings, and at length entered the moft ing 
ward and beautiful parts of the palace, whic 
has a garden in the middle, planted round wit 
cyprefs and other trees. All the columns ¢ 
this building, which is of a vaft length, are ou 
marble, and faid to be ancient Roman pillar 

trang 
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nfported thither from Sa/ly; the arches and 
ors of the apartments are finely adorned. 
Here one of:the Queens. fent us a collation 
dates, grapes, melons, almonds and raifins, 
sand fweetmeats. The fruit was very wel- 
me, for walking had made us dry, we there- 
re fat down under-a piazza, ard were attend- 
1 by the maids of the palace, whofe jetty fkins 
ceived no {mall embellifhment from the fhin- 
¢ ‘bracelets, and filver trinkets they wore in 
reat plenty on their arms and legs, with gold 
hans about their necks, moniftrous large ear- 
ngs, and other African ornaments; we were 
\the while ebferved by the Emperor’s wo- 
en, though we did: not. know it till after- 
ards. : 

This regale being. ended, we parted from 
t black attendants, and were conducted to 
nother neat regular building with piazzas all 
und, The area was all chequer-work, and 
nthe middle was a row of marble bafons at 
rtain diftances, with little channels cut in 
fone, conveying water from one to the other. 
ere is a magazine and treafury. We after- 
ards vifited the infide of an apartment where 
ne of the Queen’s formerly lived, we faw alfo 
he baths and fome beatiful cobahs belonging 
)that apartment, From thence we were led 
trough feveral other buildings confifting for 
he moft part of oblong {quares, with piazzas, 
der which the doors enter into the lodgings, 
hich are generally ground rooms. The doors 
feach building are all of one fize and form, 
incly inlaid, and fome of them gilt, Inone 
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of thefe {quares was a fountain with channels 
marble, that formed a verv neat and pretty |; 
byrinth. We afterwards. vifited fome othe 
. {tately cobahs, which are lofty and magnificet 
rooms, each covered with a dome painted of 
fky colour, adorned with ftars, and a golde 
dun inthe middle, of curious orkmanfhip | 
This palace is about four miles in circum 
rence, and is almoft fquare.- It ftands on ev 
ground, and has no hill near it. The buil 
‘Ings are of rich mortar, without either brick« 
itone, except forpillars and arches, and themo 
tar fo well wrought, that the walls are like on 
entire piece of tarrafs, ‘The whole buildin 
1s exceeding maily, the outer wall being 25 fee 
thick. .Going to take a dittant profpect 0 
this ftructure, we paffed through a large fel 
where on each fide ot the path were gr 
numbers of rats of a prodigious fize, whic 
burvowedin the earth like rabbits, and ran abo 
{fo thick, that the ground was almoft cover 


by them, letting us come within eight er te 


yards of ‘them, betore they would go into thei 
holes, and havi ing pafled up to them, they aga 
appeared above ground, fo that both befo 
and behind us were vaft multitudes of them 
At the end of this field, which is of great. 

tent, 4s a garden of pomegranates planted in. 
valley, over which the Emperor has built 


{trong bridge, that reaches from the top of on 


hill tothe other, for the more commodic¢ 
palling over them. 
On the 22d of Fuly the Ambaffador ha 


his fecond audience, when the Emperor had or 


dered 


ila 
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fered all the Exngli/b captives to be drawn up 
nhis palace. We went with the mufic play-. 
ng, as before, and found the Emperor fitting 
nder a piazza; but mounting his horfe, and 
fter the firft compliments, waving his hand to 
he captives, he bad them go home with the 
\mbaflador intotheir ewn country; upon which 
hey all fell proftrate, crying, God ble/s thy pow- 
, and were going out of the prefence, when 
le Emperor caufing them to itay, added, that 
w loved the Ambaffador and all the Exgli/h, 
ecaufe he knew they loved him and his houte, 
ad that there fhould not be an Exgli/hman a 
hve in his empire; then waving his hand 
gain to. the captives, they went away; and the 
Ambaflador returned the Emperor thankg for 
ehonour he had done him; after fome other 
ompliments, that lrince turning his horte 
nlloped away. : 

-On the 25th the Ambaffador went to vifit 
Muley Ally, one of the Emperor’s fons, who re- 
ved him fitting on a iilk carpet wrought 
ith gold in large flowers. He had two black 
ys fanning him, one of them dreft in a vett 
t black and white flowered velvet, the other’s 
as of yellow fpeckled with black. The 
fince’s garment was of rich cloth of gold. 
They brought us chairs, and we fat down 
er fome time, the Ambaffador talking 
) the Prince by one of our captives, who 
ted himfelf on his hands and knees, at the 
hrefhold of the door, and when he fpoke 
the Prince, proftrated himfelf almoft clofe 
ithe ground. We were then led np fairs, - 
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and entertained with wine and mufic till din. 
ner, which confifted of above twenty large 
difhes, dreffed feveral ways. 

_ Meguinez is fituatedin a delightful plain, at 
the diftance of about twelve leagues from the 
city of Fez, and was an inconfiderable place 
before the Emperor chofe to build hits palace 
there, which has rendered it the’metropolis of 
a large empire. | 

In the midit of the city live the Fervs, wh 
have a place to themfelves, the gates of which 
are locked at night. They have an Alcayde 
to protect them trom being plundered by the 
common people ; for as it is death for them to 
curfe, or lift up a hand againft the meane 
Moor, the very boys kick them about at ther 
pleafure, againft which they have no other re. 
medy but running away. 

Clofe to Meguinez on the north-wett fide, 
and only divided from it by a road, ftandsa 
large Negroe town, that takes up as much 
ground.as the city; but the houfes are neithe 
fohigh nor fo well built. Its inhabitants are 
all blacks or tawnies, out of whom the Em 
peror recruits the foldiers for his court. 

The Emperor, who treated us with fucl 
civility, was named Muley Abdallah, and wi 
eighty-feven years of age, about fifty of whic 
he had fpent on the throne. But though hi 
behaviour to us was obliging, yet he might 
juftly be termed a montter in the human form 
and one of the moft bloody tyrants that eve 
plagued mankind; for his life was one con 
tinued fcene of exactions, murders, and ” 
mq 
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— 


A journey to MEQUINEZ. 149 
molt horrid acts of cruelty, daily exercifed on 
his flaves, and his miferable fubjects. Yet 
this wretch was efteemeda faint: he was con- 
tinually proitrating himfelt on the earth, to 
offer up his petitions to M/ahome+, and perpe- 
tually exercifing wanton atts of inhumanity. 
By his four wives, and the many thoufand 
women he had in his feraglio, during his 
long reign, he is faid to have had 700 fons able 
to mount a horfe: butthe nuniber of his 
daughters is not known, 

It is a thoufand pities that fo fine a country 
fhould be fubjeét to a government that in the 
moft effectual manner difcourages induftry and 
improvement: For the climate is delightful, 
though too hot, and the foil extremely fertile, 
producing every thing that can contribute to 
wie and pleafure, even. beyond imagination, 
nature in a great meafure fupplying the defi- 
ciency of their induftry. They imitate the 
Spaniards in theirmanner of tilling the ground, 
which produces great quantities of wheat, 
barley, peafe, beans, hemp and flax; and 
they reap three times between May and Sep- 
tember. Would the government but counte- 
nance induftry, or at leait allow the people 
to enjoy in peace the fruit of their labour, 
1 theland would becapable of producing a 
hundred times as much as is now confumed in 
the country ; for it is faid, that a hundredth 
part of the land is not cultivated. 

The chief commodities exported from thence 
are tin, copper, hides, wool, cordovans, 
dates, honey, wax, raifins, olives, almonds, 
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gum-arabic, gum-fandric, elephants teeth, 
oftrich feathers, indigo, and fine mats. 

Fez is the centre of the trade of this En. 

ire, and from thence the caravans go 19 
“Mecca and Medina, carrying goods into the 
Eaft; and from thence large caravans fet out 
every year to Guinea. 

On the 27th of Fu/y, a little before fun-fet, 
we left Mcguinez, with the articles of peace 
figned by the Emperor, and travelling the 
fame road we came, arrived at Yetuan, on the 
‘12th of Auguf. Some of our captives died 
there, andupon the road; and one was drown- 
ed in the river Akafar. We embarked with 
296 of thefle captives, who were all that were 
left alive, and had not turned Moors. From 
them we learned, that at our coming to Me 
quinezthere were reckoncdto be 1100 Chriftian 
flaves in the Kingdom, about 300 of whom 
were Englifh, without reckoning nineteen who 
had embraced the Mahometan religion; there 
were 400 Spaniards, 165 Portuguese, 152 Frenc!,| 
69 Dutch, 25 Genocfe, and 3 Greeks; but fome 
of all thefe different nations had been induced 
to change their religion, and thereby loft all 
hope of being redeemed. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
HOUGH many learned and inge- 


nigus Authors have wrote on the reli- 


gion of the Mahometans, none feem fo qualified 


forthe tafk as Mr. Pitts of Exeter, who when 
2 youth was taken captive by the Algerines, and 
by the force of torment, in a {trange country, 
where he had no Chriftian friend to comfort 
and ftrengthen him, was unhappily compelled 
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to feem to embrace the religion of the céunit 
Perfecution may, indeed, fhake the refolutio 

_of the mind; but can never convince the judg 
ment, Thus it happened with our Author 
he was {till a Chriftian: yet as he affumed the 
garb and manners of a Mahometan, he was ad 
mitted into their mofques, and allowed ,to vif 
the fuppofed facred places of Mecca ani 
Medina, 

We have already in the courfe of this work 
‘given an account of fuch of their ceremonie 
and opinions as fall within the public notice.* 
‘We fhall here fhew: the fuperftitions as nakec 
as they appear to the Mahometans themlelves 
and defcribe places which mo Chriftian isa 
lowed to fee: objeéts of curiofity and inftrue 
tion that mu(t appear to.every inquilfitive mint 
as highly worthy of attention. But at 
fame time we fhall here forbear to enter into 
difcription of the country of Algiers; thi 
with the other pyratical ftates, we referve { 
the learned pen of Dr. Shaw, whofe obferva 
tions, in this refpeé&, are more curious an 
extenfive. | | 


** Particularly in Mr. Thevenot’s travels, Vol. XU 
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The Anther carried into Algiers, where be is fold 
for a Slave, and feverely treated by his Maftr, 
who afterwards fells him. Whe Kiuduefs foewu 
bim by the Englifh Coxful of Tunis. he 
cruel Magner by which his new Mafter prevails 
on him tb turn Mahometan ; an Account of the 
Coremoniesof the Mahometan V orfbip ia their 
Mo/ques. 5 


Having a dtrong inclination to the fea, en» 
§ tered in the:year 1678; when I was about 
lourteen or fifteen years of age, on board the 
eedwell, at Lymfon, near Exeter, Mr. George 
laylor, Matter, on a trading voyage to Neco 
uadland, from thence to Bilbpa, from thence 
) the Cazaries, and fo home; but on our 
coming near the coa{t of Spain, we had the 
hisfortune to be taken by an Aigerize rover, 
and carried to Algiers. 

On our landing we were carried to the 
aptain’s honfe, where we were allowed. only 
bread and water. The nextmorning we were 
liven to the Dey’s, who having chofen an 
ighth part of the flaves for the fervice of the 
public, the. reft of us weredriven to the market- 
place for the fale of Chri/tiams, who are dil- 
poled of by way of auction; but after the 


gain to the Dey’s houfe, where any that are 
Px: difpofes 


iddershavedonebidding, the flavesare driven 
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difpofed to advance above what was bidden de 
thé market, may: but then whatever exceed 


the bidding in that place, belongs not to th 


pirates, but to the Dey. 

I was bought by a man who treated me wit 
the utmoft cruelty, and though it 1s very ut 
common for the Alzerines to trouble themfelve 
about the religion of their flaves, my patroo 
or mafter, was continually beating me in orde 


_ to force me to become a Mahometan, With thie”: 


cruel man | hved abont two or three month 
and he then fent me to fea. I gladly went o1 
board, flattering myfelf with the hopes of ou 
being taken by fome veffels belonging to tht 


_Chriftians, We were out’two months, img 


which we took only one Portugae/e fhip; and m 
heart funk within me on its being refolvedt 


return to Algiers, where | expected to be treal 


ed with the fame cruelty by my inhuman ma 
{ter, who had ftaid on fhore, But to my grea 
-fatisfa€tion, in a few days after my return tt 
that city, he fold me to a perfon who lived! 
the country and had many flaves, both Chri 
trans and Negroes. h 


My fecond patroon had two brothers in 


grers, and one at Tunis; | was bought in ordeé 


to be given to the latter, and was very hand 


fomely dreffed to inhance the value of the p 
fent. Soon after my patroon and I failed fc 
Tunis, where we arrived within fourteen 0 
fifteen days, We immediately went to the 
houfe of my mafter’s brother. The next day 
a young man, my patroon’s nephew, ‘being 
proud of having aCéri/tiaz to wait upon ss 
| made 
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Made me walk after him, to which I readily 
Bpnfented, from my defire to fee the city. As 
was attending my new mafter through? the 
reets, | met with a gentleman drefied like a 
briftian, who afked me, if I was an Englifh- 
qu? I anfwered, Yes. He then enquired 
ow I came thither? towhich I replied, I came 
ith my patroon. He then defired to know 
I was a flave; and I let him know that I 
as,and that Icame from Algiers. Not being 
ling to enter into farther difcourfe in the ' 
ublic ftreet, he invited the young man on 
hom I waited to come to fee him at fuch an 
Mur of the day, and to bring me to his houle, 
hich the youth readily promifed. 
The gentleman was no fooner gone, than my 
ung mafter, to. my no {mall pleafure, told 
it, that he was the Exglifh conful, We went 
the time appointed, and I was direted to 
ischamber, while the young fpark was eat- 
g and drinking in another room. The Con- 
lafked me many queftions, and among the 
tt, whether I could write and underftood 
nthmetic; and telling him I could do both 
erable well, he called for pen, ink, and paper, 
nd bid me write a line, on whtch I wrote, 
¢ Lord be my guide, in him will I truft. He 
emed pleafed, and after fome farther conver- 
ition, kindly told me, that if I were left in 
unis, he would order matters to my fatisfac- 
on; but if my patroon defigried to carry me 
ick apain to Alyiers, I fhould let him know it, 
ling me, if I had fo much liberty I fhould 
welcome to come every day to his houfe. 
3 When 
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When I had been at Zzzis about thirty da 
I, to. my great grief, heard that my patroo 
brother would not accept of me, and that 
muft return to Algiers, This news 1 com 

nicated to the Conful, who endeavoured to 


move my concern, by telling me, that he am 


two other Exgli/b merchants would the ne 
day endeavour to procure my redempto 
this, indeed, they attempted, and agreed 
give 300 dollars for me; but my patroon i 
fifting on soo, the Conful, when I faw hi 
again, told me thatI muft have patience, | 
ahundred pounds wasa confiderable fum tol 
contributed by three only. Upon this, bu 
ing into tears, I returned him a thoula 


thanks for his generous good-will; when tm 
Conful laying his hand on my head, bid mm 


ferve God and be chearful, and when het 
turned to Exgland, he would perfer a petiti 
to the King for me. : 
Thus were all my hopes vanifhed. | 
patroon returned with me to Algiers; and io 
time after being made Captain of a troop 
horfe, took me with him to the camp, wh 
his brothers being alfo in the army, the your 
eft was continually perfuading me to turh di 
hometan; and finding all his arguments i 
fe&tual, he applied te my matter, telfing li 
he had been a debauched man, and am 
derer; but that making me a prefelyte we 
atone for his paft crimes. Upon this 
mafter, the elder borther, began alfo to pt 
fuade and threaten me, and one day when! 


barber came to fhave him, he bid me na 
eit 


OY 


day 
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orehim, which I did. He then ordered the 
ber to cut off my hair: I miftrufting them, 
san to ftruggle; but by mere force they 
toftmy hair, and then the barber {trove to 
ave my head, my patroon all the while hold- 
smy hands. I kept fhaking my head, and 
kept {triking me in the face. My head was 
length with difficulty fhaved, and my pa- 
bon would then have me take off mycloaths, 
d put on the Turki/b habit; but I plainly 
dhim I would not: whereupon I was drag- 
jaway to another tent, where we kept our 
wifions, and there the cook and the fteward 
ipped me, and one of them held me, while 
eother put on me the Zurkifb garb. All this 
hile I kept crying, and told my patroon, 
at though he had changed my habit, he could 
change my heart. Se 
The following night, he ufed entreaties that 
ould gratify him by renouncing my religion. 
old him it was againit my confcience, an 
ired him to fell me and buy another boy, 
ho might perhaps be more eafily won; but 
rmy part I was afraid of being everlafting- 
damned, if I complied with his requeft. 
etold me, he would pawn his foul for mine, 
id made ufe of many other importunate ex- 
ehhons. At length, Idefired him to let me 
to bed, and I would pray to God, and if 
found better reafons fuggefted to my mind 
t changing my opinion by the next morning, 
did not know what I might do; but if I 
tinued in the fame mind, I defired him to 
yno more on that fubject. : 
: To 
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To this he agreed, and I went to bed. By 
he had not patience to ftay till the mornin 
-.for my anf{wer. He awoke me in the, nigh 
and afked, what were my fentiments now 
I told him they were the fame as before: 1 
which hefeized my right hand, and endea 
voured to make me hold up my fore-finger, 2 
they do in uttering the Mahometan creed; 
I bent it down with all my force. When fee 
ing nothing was to be done without violence 
he called two of his fervants, and commande@ 
them to tie up my feet with a rope to the poll 
of the tent, which being done, -he with a great 
cudgel beat me on my bare feet, and _ being 
{trong man, his blows fell very heavy. 
roared out with pain; but the more I cry'@ 
the more furioufly he laid on, .threatenin; 
that he would baftinado me to death, if lag 
not turn, and ftamping with his foot on m 
mouth to ftop the noife of my crying. A 
which i begged him to difpatch me out of th 
way; but he continued beating me. Having 
endured this mercilefs ufage till I was read 
to faint and die under it, and yet faw him: 
mad and implacable as ever, I begged him t 
forbear and I would turn. Breathing a while 
he urged me tc fpeak the words La Ail 
ella‘lah, Mohammed re/ul Allah: that is, Ther 
is but one God, and Mahomet the prophet ol 
God. But I held him in fufpence, and at lengt! 
told him, that I could not fpeak them: 2 
which he was more enraged than before, ant 
fell upon me again in the moft barbarous man 
ner. After haying received many more blows 
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[ again befought him to hold his hand, and 
gwve him frefh hopes of my turning Maho- 
mtan; but after a fhort refpite I told him, aé 
before, 1 could not do what he defired. Thus 
| held him in fufpence three or four times ; 
but at lait finding his cruelty infatiable unleifs I 
turned, and overcome by pain and terror, | 


fpoke the words, holding up the fore-finger of 


my right hand. Prefently 1 was had to a fire; 
care was taken of my feet, and I was put to 


bed; but was unable to ftand for ieveral 
days. 


All the ceremony ufed by one who turns 
Mehometan by compulfion, is only holding up 
the fore-finger of his right hand, and pro- 


nouncing the above words: but when any per- 


fon voluntarily turns from his religion to the 
Mahometan, a great deal of formality is ufed. 
In this cafe he goes to the court, where the 
Dey and Divan fits, and declaring his willing- 


neis to be a Muhomeian; he is mounted ona | 


fine horfe, ddorned with rich trappings, and 
is very handfomely dreffed with a turban on 
his head; but nothing of this is to be called 
his own; only there is given him two or three 
yards of broad-cloth, which is laid before him 
on the faddle. ‘Thus he rides all round the 
city, carrying an arrow in his right hand, 
which he holds ftrait up, thus fupporting the 
fore-finger of his right hand, which he holds 
up againift it. He is attended with drums, and 
other mufic, with twenty or thirty perfons, 


who march in order on each fide of the horfe, 


with naked fwords in their hands, There is 
Vou. XV. P ali 
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alfo a perfon on each fide the ftreet, as hell. 
marches through, to receive what people ar 
pleafed to give him; and one here and. the 

drops perhaps the value of a farthing or a half 
penny. Mean while the cryer goes before 
giving thanks to God for the profelyte that is 
made. A few days after the circumcifer comes 
and performs his office, and then he is a Ma 
hometan to all intents and purpofes. It is pre. 
tended by fome writers, that when any thus 
voluntarily turns Mahometan, he throws a dart 
at the picture of Fe/us Chri/t, in token of his 
difowning him; but there is no fuch cuftom. 

About two or three months after I was taken 
a flave, I had found means to fend a lettertom ™ 
my father, giving him an account of what hadjj 2! 
happened; to which I received a kind andj 
affeétionate an{wer a few days after I had been! 
thus induced by my patroon’s barbarity to tung © 
from my religion: but in this anfwer he ten- fc 
derly exhorted me to let no methods of cruelty @ 
prevail on me to deny my blefled Saviour; and et 
obferved, that he had rather hear of my death, h 
than of my being a Mahometan. 

This letter threw me into the greateft dejec- 
tion of mind, and a few days after I wrotea 
fecond letter to my father, in which I let him 
know that I was forced by the cruelty of my 
mafter to turn Mahometan; -but that I was a 
€hriftian in my heart, and that as foon as ever 
I could find an opportunily I would endeavour 
to make my efcape. After this feveral other 
letters paft between us. 

: Not- 
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hem. Notwithftanding what] haddone, I ftill lived 


amiferable life with my patroon, and was often 
fo beaten by him, that my blood ran upon the 
ground ; for a Chri/tiaxz flave does’ not, by turn- 
ing Mahometan, become free. Befides he now 
hated me, from his fufpeéting my fincerity, 
andon that account I fared in many refpetts 
worfe than my fellow flaves, I lay with them 
in the ftable, and alfo ftill eat with them. Our 
rovilions were very coarfe, and moftly barley 
ahi with four milk: butif a fheep happened 
to die, the flefh came to our fhare. : 
_ Though the Mahometans of this country have 
eng all the outward appearance of religion, yet al- 
‘tom moft all kinds of wickednels, except murder 
ada and theft, are left unpunifh’d. They are gene- 
nda tally very {tri in praying five times a day; and 
engin their numerous ablutions, in which they are 
mfg eXtremely exaét. I {hall more particularly de- 
n-fa Scribe the worfhipofthe mofques, which Chri/ti- 
Ity  4us are not allowed to enter. Even the female 
ndag-tex of their own religion are excluded from 
thf having any fharc in the public worfhip. 
Theclerk having called from the fteeple ofthe 


ec: Mo{que, the people immediately hafte thither. — 


eal Lhe infidesof thefe buildings havencither pews 
imf™ Dor feats, buta plain floor{pread over with mats, 
my except near the Imam where carpetsare ipread. 
sam the galleries are likewife fpread with mats. 
vers in the mofques are neither pi€tures nor ftatues, 
yur dorthey utterly abhor images, and the walls 
her™ are all white. On coming to the door the men 
put off their flippers, walk in barefoot, and 

ot putting the foles of their flippers together, 
P2 eg place 
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place them before them, and kneeling reft upon 
their heels, The Imam is not raifed above 
- the people; his back js towards them 
but the Mezzins or Clerks are placed in a gala 
lexy by themfelves, where they obferve hi 
motions, and begin with much the fame words, 
as they had before ufed in calling from thal. 
fteeple: that is, ** God is great. God is gréatgl 
6° J teftify that there is no God befides God 
§* T teftify that Mahamet is the meffenger of 
.*© God. I teftify that Mahomet is the meffenge 
‘* of God. Haite to prayers, Hafte to prayers, .: 
** Hafte to a good work. Hafte toa good, 
** work. Now prayers are beginning. Non 
** prayers are beginning. Now prayers are 
“* beginning. God is great. There is nomi: 
** God befides God.”’ On his faying the’ lai. 
words, all the congregation bring their’ twe 
thumbs together, and kifs them three times, 
and at every kifs they touch their forehead 
with their thumbs, and then rifing up all on 
their legs, they ftandexatly clofe to each othe 
in even ranks. ) : 

They all imitate the Imam in the front, who 
is no fooner on his feet than he brings his two 
thumbs to touch the lower part of his ears, 
at which the Mezzin, or Clerk above, cries 
out, ** God is great,” at the hearing of which 
they all touch their ears, faying the fame to 
themfelves. The Imam then fays a fhort leffon 
out of the Koran, which being ended he 
bows with his hands refting on his knees, 2g; 
which the Mezzin again makes the fame excla- 
mation, and when the Imam recovers -himf 
and ftands upright, it is again repeated. 


The Imam now placing his hands on his 
highs, gently finks on his kehees, then ftretch- 
Ming forth his hands on the ‘ground, brings his 
forehead to touch it, at which he repeats. 
again, ** God is great.” The Imam then reco- 
ers himfelf on his knees, with his hands on 
‘nis thighs, and ftretches his hands on the 
ground as before, the Clerk repeating the fame 
mexprefion. All which poftures and ceremonies 
he Imam performs a fecond time, and the 
Mezzin ufes the fame words as the firft ; which 
being done, the Imam fits ftill on his heels 
about a minute, with his hands on his thighs, 
and fixing his eyes on the floor, fays a fhort 
prayer, at the conclufion of which he looks over 
his right fhoulder, and then over his left, fay- 
ing at each, Welcome my Angels ; or Peace be to 
ou; for they hold that every one has two 4z- 
gels to attend him, efpeciallyat the time of 
their worfhip. ‘It muft be obférved, that all in 
the fame congregation ufe the fame geftures as 
the Imam, and all at the fame inftant; the 
ho Mezzin fpeaking loud is a fufficient token 

when to bow or rife; and they all ftand with 
their faces towards Mecca. peters: 

At the conclufion of their worfhip, the 
ch Imam who officiates at the upper end of the 
W'@mofque, kneeling in an oval place in the wall, 
and turning his face towards the congregation, 
"s who are al! upon their knees tmitating him, 

he takes out his beads, which are ninety-nine 

in number, and have a partition between every 
I thirty-three ; thefe they turn over, and for 
each of the firft thirty-three they fay, 4d” re 

: God; 
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God; for the fecond thirty-three. they ey 
Thanks be to God, and for the third thirty 
- three, God is great. Which being ended, th 
Imam, with the whole affembly, hold up thei 
hands ata little diftance from their faces, put 
ting up their filent orifons; and to conclud 
all, {mooth down their faces with their hand 
take up their flippers, and go their way. | 
_ In this manner they behave in their publi 
- worfhip, which lafts about a quarter of an hour 
and is repeated with fome variations: five time 
a day; and on Friday, which is their fabbath 
the Imam, with a ftaff in his hand, mounts 
or feven fteps, and makes a kind of fhort fer 
mon about a quarter of an hour long. 


SORIA 
CHAP. I. 


The Author is delivered from the Tyranny of bi 
Mafter, and is purchafed by another, wh 
treats him kindly, and takes bim to Mecca au 
Medina. 4 Defcription of thofe Places, an 
of the Worfbip performed there. He returna 


from thence, makes his ¢fcape, and arrives im] 


England. 
Mi patroon with whom J lived very u 
happily, and whofe cruelty, added t 
the uneaiinefs of my mind, rendered life a bur 
then, at length engaged in a rebellion againi 
the Dey, with the hopes of obtaining ha 
| | Oil|ce; 


ws | - 
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mymofiice ; but this at laft coft him his life ; for be- 
rtygming taken prifoner he was beheaded. 
thay Iwas now in hopes that my patroona or 
heigm miftrefs would. have given me my freedom; 
utm™ but this fhe refufed, and fold me in Al/- 
ud@l gers, where 1 was ledthree days by the cryer 
nds about the ftreets, and was bought on the third 
by an old batchelor who employed me to dreis 
blig#his meat, to wafh his cloaths, and to do.all 
urg@mthofe things that is looked on as a fervant 
me@™ maid’s work in Exgland. Ynow wanted for 
neither meat, drink, cloaths, mor money. 
After I had dived with him about a year, he 
tefolved to make his pilgrimage to ers and 
to take me with him. We went by fea to dkex- 
andria in egypt ; but in our paflage being taken 
x4 fick, and thinking he fhould die, he took off 
a girdle which .he wore under his fafh, in which 

was much gold, and alfo my letter of freedom, 
which he intended to give me when at Mecca, 
and bidding me put it on, he took my girdle, 
and put it on himfelf ; which was a convincing 
proof of his regard for me ; but it pleafed God 
that he recovered. © 

We ftayed at Alexandria about twenty days, 
and then fteered to Ro/etta, where we entered the 
Nile, and failed up that river to Grand Cairo +, 
where we furnifhed ourfelves with three or four 


+ Wehave already given a very particular account 
of Egypt, embellifhed with many plates from Dr. Po- 


cocke, and Mr.Nordez, to which we refer our readers. 
bet, Vol. XII. 
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months provifions, that were to ferve us til 


‘fliore and travel by land to Mécca; when th 
‘fcorching heat of the fun fometimes burns the 


tertain no enmity againft any one, to be watch- 


perfons who came to inftru& the pilgrims m 
the ceremonies to be ufed in their worfhip. 


our return to Egypt; and hired camels to cary 
us to Svez, a {mall town fituated ‘at the end of. 
the Red Sea, We there embarked again, and 

after about a month’s fail came to'a place calla 
ed Rabboch, about four days fail from Mece 
where all'the pilgrims, excépt thofe of the fe 
male fex,ftrip off all their cloaths, and covering 
their bodies with onlytwo wrappers, with thei 
heads baré, and fandals on their feet, go on 


fkins off their backsand arms, and greatly {well 
their heads. However when any man is ir 
danger of lofing his health by thefe aufterities i 
he may lawfully on his cloaths, on con 
dition, that when he comes to Mecca, he killsa 
fheep, and gives it tothe poor. But while 
they wear this mortifying habit, it is held un- 
lawful for them fo much as to cut their: nail 
or to killa Joufe or a flea, though they fee them 
fucking their blood. They are hkewife to en- 


ful over their tempers and paffiéns, to obferv 
a ftri& government of the tongue, and to make 
continual ufe of aform of devout expreflions.™ 
Thefe aufterities laft feven days. 

At Giddo, the neareft fea porttown to Mecca, Mf 
from which it is not quite a day’s journey, 
we unloaded our fhips, and here were met by 


On our arrival at Mecca, the above perfons, 


who were our guides, conducted us inta the 
areal 


te gS. 
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neat {treet which is in the mid{t of the town, 


d to which the temple joins: he then dire¢t- 


J us to the fountains where we performed our 


blutions, and then he took us to the temple, 


yhere leaving our fhoes with one who attends 


oreceive them, we entered at the door called 
he Gate of Peace. Waving proceeded a few 
ces, our guide held up his hand toward the 
Beai-Allah, and uttered feveral words which 
he pilgrims repeated after him ;:, burfting into 
ears at the fight of the building. After 
shich we were led feven times round it, and then 
ere conducted into the ftreet where we were 
ometimes to run, and fometimes to walk very 
wick, the pilgrims behaving with the utmot 
we and trembling: performing thefe fuperfti- 
lous ceremonies with the appearance of the 
oft extraordinary devotion, . This being 
wer, we returned and fought out for lodg-_ 
All the pilgrims think it their indifpenfible 
luty to improve their time while. they are at 
Mecca, not only in doing their accuftomed duty 
ind devotion at the temple, but to {pend all 
heir leifure time there, and as:.far as their 
rength will permit to continue walking round 
the Beat-Allah, at one corner of which is-faften- 
da black ftone, framed in with filver, and 
very time they come to that corner they kifs 
the ftone, and having gone round feven times, 
hey perform two prayers. This ftone they 
hy was formerly white, but the fins of the 
people who kifs it have rendered it black, a 
1¢ 
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The Temple of Mecca is a f{quare buildin 
with an area on the infide furrounded with p 
azzas, much like thofe of the Royal Exchang 
in London : but the fquare is near ten times big: 
ger, and over the piazzas is, on each fide, 
range of domes which cover little rooms 
cells, the habitations of fuch as give them 
felves up to reading and a devout life ; arid: 
each corner is a mineret or fteeple, from whicill 
_ the criers call the people to prayers. The are 
‘on each fide of the inclofure is covered wi 
gravel, except fome paths that lead to the Beat 


MAliah, ‘There are forty-two doors in the outa. 


building that open into the fquare. | 
The Bcat-Allah, which ftands in the central, 
is a fquare folid ftructure near twenty-four pace 
each way, and about twenty feet high, forme 
of large ftones perfectly fmooth and plain, withll 
out the leaft carved work. It is covered am 
ever from top to bottom with a thick filk, an 
above the middle part of the covering are let 
ters of gold embroidered all round, the meangm 
ing of which I have forgot ; but I think the 
were fome devout expreflions. Near the lowe. 
part of the building is a large brafs ring 
through which paffes a great cotton rope t 
which the lower part of the covering is fafteng 
ed. The threfhold of the door is as high as 
man can reach, and therefore when any perio! 
enters the Beat, a fet of fteps are brought fc 
him to afcend. ‘The door is plated all ovel™ 
with filver, and a covering hangs over it tha, 
reaches to the ground, which is kept turned Wj 
all the week except on Thur/day night and yi 
ie aby 
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y, Which is their Sabbath. This covering of 
door is fo thick embroidered with gold, that 
eighs feveral {core pounds. The top ofthe. 


has a long fpout to carry off the water when 
Mains, at which times the people throng and 
ggle to get under it, that the water which 
es off the Beat may fall upon them, which 
y efteem a great happinefs; and if they can 
th fome of it to drink, their joy is exceflive. 
Round the Beat is a pavement of marble 
out fifty feet in breadth, on the edge of which 
ind pillars of brafs near fifteen feet high and 
enty feet diftance from each other: above 
emiddle part of them iron bars are faftened 
aching from one to the other,. with glafs 
ps hanging to each, by brafs wires, to give 
tin the night ; for while the pilgrims ftay 
Mecca, they pay their devotions as much by 
ght as by day. | 


ey fay by God's command built the Beat. 
his fepulchre is enclofed with iron grates, 
d has a very handfome embroidered cover- 
¢. Ata fmall diftance from it on the left 
ind is the well Zemzem, the water of which is 


ect as milk, but I could perceive no other 
tein it but that of common water, except 
being fomewhat brackifh, The pilgrims on 
eir firft coming to Mecca drink of it unreaton- 
ly, by which means they are not only purged, 
t their flefh breaks out in pimples, ‘This 
the 


ilding is flat and covered with lime and fand. | 


About twelve paces from the Beat 1s, what. 
ey call, the Sepulchre of Abrabam, whom, 


eemed holy. They pretend that it is as. 
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they call the purging of their {piritual corryy 


tions. 

Many of them carry fome of this water hom 
to their refpective countries, in little tin pot 
and-prefent perhaps half a fpoonful of it t 
each of their friends, which they receive in th 
hollow of their hands withabundance of thanks 
fipping 2 little of it, and beftowing the reko 
their faces and naked heads, 

Oppofite each fide of the Beat is a ‘fon 
{tructurefupported on pillars, where the Imam 
together with the Mezzins, perform their devogl 
tions and fuperititious ceremonies in the fight 
of all the people. Thefe ftructures belong x | 
four different fort of Mahometans. 

[To give a more perfect idea of this famougy 
' building, we have given the reader the follow 
ing plate, in which 

A is the black ftone already mentioned. §§. 

B carpets {pread on the ground to pertort 
their devotions on. 

C the building in which is the well Zemzem 


the water of which is accounted falutary to tho! =: 


who drink it. 
D the gate of the Beat-Allah confifting + | 
two folding doors. 
E the fteps by which they afcend to them, 
F a pulpit from which the Imam harangueé 
the people. 
G the places where the four chief fects of tha] 
Mahometans meet. } 
The Beat-Allah is opened but two days! 
ie {pace of fix weeks, one day for the men 
id the next for the women. As I was at: aa 
abou 
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about four months, I had an opportunity of 
entering it twice, an advantage which many 
thoufands of the Hadgees have not met with. 
All that they have to do is to hold up their 
hands, look over each fhoulder, and fay Well- 
come my Angels, and then offer fome petitions ; 
but they are fo devout that they will not fuffer 
their eyes to. wander. Nay, they fay, that one 
was ftruck blind for gazing about.  Difregard- 
ing this idle ftory, I now and then caft an ob- 
erving eye: but found nothing worthy of no- 
ice; only two wooden pillars to fupport the 
roof, and a bar of iron faftened to them, on. 
vhich hang three or four filver lamps, whichI — 
fuppofe are but feldom if ever lighted. The 
foor and the walls are of marble, and the Jat- 
er are ufually hung with filk, which is pulled 
ff before the Hadgees enter. “‘Thofe who en- 
et the Beat ftay {carce half a quarter of an hour, 
ecaufe others wait for the fame privilege, and 
thile fome go in, others are going out. 

After all that will, have done this, the Sul- 
n of Mecca, who is of the race of Mahomet, 
loes not think himfelf too good to clean the 
Meat. “He and his favourites firft wafh it with 
he holy water Zemzem, ‘and after that with 
eet water. ‘The ftairs which were brought 
0enter in at the door being removed, the peo- 
le croud under the doer to receive the fweep- 
ngs of the water on their bodies, and the be- 
ms or brooms, with which the Beat is cleaned 
me broken to pieces, and thrown out amongtt 
he mob; when he that gets a fmall ftick or 
wig of it, keeps it as.a facred relic, 
Vor, XVII, Q Eyery 
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Every year thecovering of the Bratis renewed, 
and fent from Grand Cairo by order of the Grand 
Seignor; and when the caravan goes with the 
pilgrims to Mecca, the new covering is carried 
upon two camels, which do no other work all 


™—S Tro  —_- = cf 


the year long. It is received with extreme joy, ff 0 
{ome kiffing the camels and bidding them .wel. i f 
come. The old covering being pulled down, @r 
the new one is put up by the Sultan of Mi.Hiw 
ca; and he cutting the old covering in pieces, 
fells them at a great price to the Hadgees. ti 
At Mecca are thoufands of blue pigeons, ih 
which none will affright or abufe, much les t 
kill them, whence they are fo very tame thati a! 
they will pick meat out of one’s hand, and Ij fr 
myfelf have fed them. They are called the. 
pigeons of the prophet, and come in great flocks ¢: 
to the temple, where they are ufually fed byfi 4. 
the Hadgees.—I have heard fome fay, thatg™ al 
they pay fuch reverence to the Beat Alla, thati th 
they will never fly over it ; but this is not true a. 
for I have often feen them fly over it. im Ey 
The pilgrims, beforethey receive the honour- lil 
able title of Hadgee, again put on their mortigil of 
fying habit, and go to an hill called Gibbeliy tt 
Orphat, or the mountain of knowledge, wher 1s 
there are {aid to meet no lefs than 70,000 pergyl fe 
fons every year, two months and nine days afte pl 
the faft of Ramadan; and it is pretended that io) 
if there are fewer than that number, God will fo: 
fupply the deficiency by fo many Angels, Ing th 
deed the number of the Hadgees at this moungg an 
tain is very great, though I cannot think joi 


amounts to fo many. It was however a mé 
lancholy fight to behold fo many thoufands 4 
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d, @ their garments of humility and mortification, 
4d with their naked heads, and their cheeks wet 
he with tears; with fighs and fobs earneftly beg- 
ed ging, in a form of penitential expreffions, the 
all remiffion of their fins; and promifing newnefs 
y,@ of life, and thus continuing for the {pace of 
|. four or five hours. After this they all at once 
nym receive the title of Hadyee from the Imam, 
ef Which they from thence enjoy till their death. 
s,m Immediately upon their receiving this name, 
the trumpet is founded, and they all leave the 
s,m Dull.to return towards Mecca. Having proceeded 
efsam two or three miles, they reft for that night; but 
ati after their devotions, each perfon gathers 49 
| I {mall ftones about the fize of an hazel nut. 
hel. The next morning they move to a place 
kom called AZina or Muna, where, they fay, dbrae 
byim 4am went, to offer up his fon, and there they 
atm all pitch their tents, and then every Hadgee 
atime throws feven of the {tones he has gathered at 
fm @imall pillar, crying, Stone the Devil, and them 
\ Bj hat pleafe him, There are two other of the 
i-Mm like pillars fituated near each other, and af each 
iggy Of the three, they, the fecond day, throw feven 
ftones, andthe fame number the day after. It 
ls obfervable, that after they have thrown the 
feven ftones on the firft day, the country peo- 
ple having brought great flocks of fheep to be 
lold, each perfon buys one, and facrifices it : 
fome of the flefh they give to their friends and 
the poor, then pull off their penitential habits, 
and {pend the three days in feftivity and re- 
joicing; but during this time, there are few 
n‘™ Who are able, who do not run once at leaft, to 
| Q2 have 
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have a frefh fight of the Beat Allah, which 
they no fooner behold, than they burft intofll! 
tears of joy, and having performed their devo. 
tions return back to Mdina. 

The three days being expired they all return 
to Mecca,’ where they mutt not ftay above ten 
or twelve days, during which a great fair is 
held, in which is fold all forts ot Ea/t India 
goods. Almoft every one now buys a fKrowd of #. 
- fine linen tobe buried in, for the advantage of fm" 
having it dipped in’ the holy water ; and this 
they are fure to carry. with them wherever they 
go. The evening before they go from Mecca, 
every one takes a folemn leave of the Beat 
Allah, from whick they retire backwards, hold- 


ing up their hands and offering up their peti- @. | 


tions with their eyes fixed on the building till #- 
they have loft fight of it, and then they Burt | 
into tears. } : ; ane 
Mecea is fituated ina barren fpot about a 
day’s journey from the Red Sea, and is furround: 
edyby a great number of little hills. It is with- 
out walls, and the buildings very mean. The 
climate is exceeding. hot, whence the inhabr 
tants, efpecially the men, ufually fleep on the’ 
tops of the houfes or in the ftreets before their 
doors. _Sometay their bedding on a thin matt 
on the ground, and others have a flight frame, 
on which they put their bedding; but before i 
they bring it out they fweep the ftreets and Mf 
water them. I ufudlly lay on the top of the 
honfe covered only with a linen cloth dipped. 
in water, and wrung out; when I “a i 
~ foun 
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found it dry, and therefore wetted it again, 
and this I did two or three times in a night. 
On our leaving Mecca we proceeded on ca- 
mels to Medina, where Mahomet lies entomb’d. 
This is but a fmall,mean town : but itis wall’d 
round, and has a large mofque, in one corner 
of which 1s:a place built. about fourteen or 
fifteen paces fquare ; this building has {pacious 
indows fenced with brafs grates. On the 
infide it has fome ornaments. It is covered 
with a.dome, and*has a number of. lamps: 
Home relate that there are no lefs than 3000 of 

them; but lam fure there are. not above a 
; Miundred. In the middle of this place is the 
- M@tomb of Mahomet, furrounded by filk curtains 
ike a bed: but none of the Hadgees are per- 
@nitted to enter it ; for the Eunuchs alone go in 
olight the lamps, which burn by night. It is 
netended by fome, that Mahome?’s coffin is fuf- 
ended by the attractive virtue of a loadi{tone, 
xed to the roof; but this is falfe; for when I 
bok’d through the grate of the window, the 
urtains that. covered the tomb were not half 
0 high as the dome, fo that it is impoflible the 


offin fhould hang there ; nor do the Mahometans 


retend that it does. ) 

On our leaving Medina, we paffed through 
Wyyt, and having reached Alexandria, I was 
alking with an Zri/h Renagado on the quay, 
here wefaw an Exgli/b boat with a man in it, 
hom the Renagado earneftly defired me to 
ak to, which I was afraid of doing; how- 
ver, Lat laft afked him fome queftions, whiclz 
nade him enquire where I learnt Engl. Y 
, O 3 told 
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told him in Ezgland. He then defired to know 
if 1 was an Engli/bman, and from what part of 
England i came. I told.-him from L£xeter, 
and related the manner in which I was taken: 
but being afraid of holding a long difcourt 
with him, [ haftily retired. : 

The next day, when I was again walking, | 
obferved the fame man and:another perfon with 
him, who running up.to me, hugged me in 
his arms, crying, / am glad to fee thee, with all 
my beart, At firft I did not know him, till he 
told me who he was, when I found that when 
boys, we had been play fellows. i was ve 
defirous of having further talk ‘with him, and 
he preffed me to drink a glafs of wine ;° but | 
refufed. Hethen invited me toa coffee-houie; 
but I told him I could not go, becaufe it woul 
be full of Mahometans. 1 however inquire 
after the health of my father, and my friends 
and he told me that he faw my father a little 
before he left Exgland, At my defire-he readily 
promifed to carry a letter for me, and I after 
wards fent by him a Turkifs pipe to my father 
afilk purfe tomy mother, and gave:him a fa 
for himfelf, telling him that I hoped Go 
would find out fome way for my efcape ; bul 

my heart bled at parting with him. 
_ My patroon had however, before this, th 
generofity to give me, according to his promile 
my liberty at Mecca. 1 was therefore no longe 
a flave, yet the cruel death that would hav 
been inflicted, had I been found to endeavou 
to make my efcape, and the ill confequence¢ 
, D 
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my giving room for fuch a.fufpicion, made me 

thus cautious. ac | ‘ 

e,™  Onmy..return to Abiers, I entered into the 

nsf army, and my generous mafter who loved me 

rem as if 1 had. been his fon, freely gave me my 
board, and Jet. me know that he propoied to 

, Im leave me fomething. confiderable at his death : 


ith but notwithftanding this pleafing profpe¢t and 


ings all the gratitude I felt for his kindnefs, the 
all™ hopes of being retaken, made me leave him 
helms and go to fea; but my withes.weré not granted: 
en™ At length the grand Seignor fending to the 
Algerines.for.fome fhips, I refolved’ to go. in 
one of them, flattering. myfelf with the hopes 
of making: my efcape atSmyrua.) > 

 [T hadtome time befote been afflicted with a 


toan Englifh flave who underftood phyfic and 
furgery, and:.who lived with Mr. Butler, an 
Exnglifp merchant, and he undertaking the cure, 
I went twice or thrice a.day to be drefled, where 
being in no fear of being feén by a Mahometan, 
I frequently took up a Bible and read in it. 
One .day being found thus employed by Mr. 


dared to tell him was, that 1 had no hatred to 
the Bible.. In alittle time growing better ac- 
quainted with him he invited me to dinner, and 
among other things had a:piece of bacon; but 
I had the precaution to refufe to taft it. He, 
however, foon found the way to remove my 
referve, and lopened my: whole heart to him, 
on which ‘he promifed to affift me all in - hig 
power to make my efcape, and was fo kind ag 


humour in: one of my eyes, on which I applied 


Butler, hefeemed to wonder at it; but all I . 


te 
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_ added, that however on’ Mr. Baker’s account, 
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to propofe it to Mr. Baker, Conful of Algiers 
the brother of the Conful of Zxzxis, who had 
gencroufly endeavoured to redeem me from my 


7 flavery to my fecond patroon. De 


Mr. 2utler introduced me to that gentleman, 9°85" 
who kindly wrote me a letter of recommenda: 9°: 
tion to Mr. Ray, Conful of Smyrua; charging did 
me, if I fhouldbe in danger ef death, or a but 
diftovery, to convey it overboard, for: his | 
fafety | be dg 
- With this letter I fet fail with the ‘above Ml 
fleet, and on our arrival at Syrva, I prefented 
it to the Conful, who. having read it, ordered 
the Interpreter to ‘withdraw, and as foon as he 
was gone, afked me if I was the: man men- 
tioned in the letter. =I.told him I was, when 
obferving that the defign was very dangerous, 
and ‘that if it fhotld: be known to the Tarks 
thathe was any way:concerned ‘in it, it-would 
coft him his life and all he was worth; he 


he would do me all the fervice in his power: 
but’ cautioned me not to come. to his houfe; 
except upon fome extraordinary occafion. ~~ 
A day or two after this, I found out an 
Englifh merchant, whohad ferved part of his 
apprenticefhip at Exeter; I made saiyfelf known ° 
to: him, and this gentleman, whofe ‘name was 
Eliot, promifed to affiit me, and kindly told 
me, that I need not run the hazard-of going 
to the Conful’s houfe; but if I had any thing 
of moment to communicate to ~him, he would 
do it for me, aad I gladly followed this friendly 
advice. phe. ine) 5 x a ie 2 In 


% 
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In a month’s time it was cry’d about the 
city of Smyrna, that all Algerines fhould repair 
to their fhips. All this time no Englifp or 


Dutch fhips came to Smyrna; it was therefore. 


agreed, that to prevent fufpicion, | fhould go 
to Sco with the Algerines, which I accordingly 


Wdid, and ftaid there till the Algerines were gone; 


but fome time after returned toSmyraa, where 
| kept myfelf very private, till a French fhip 
was ready to fail. | 
On the evening before her intended depar- 
ture I went on board, dreffed like an Exgli/b- 
man, with my beard fhaven, a campaign peruke, 
anda cane in my hand, accompanied by three 
or four of my friends. “The boat that. car- 
red us aboard was brought juft tothe houfe 
where I lodged ; and as we were going into it, 
there were fome Yurks of Smyrna walking by, 
but they had happily no fufpicion. 
_ My good friend Mr. £iiot had agreed with 


the Captain of the fhip to pay 4/. for my 


paflage to Leghorn; but neither the Captain 
nor any of the Frenchmen knew who I was. 
After they had brought me fafe on board, they 
took their leave of me, and told me, that if 
the fhip did not fail the next sh they 


Would vifit me again, which accordingly they 


did, bringing wine and provifions aboard, and 
were very merry, though I could not help 
being extremely uneafy till the fhip had made 
fail: nor did I enjoy the leaft. peace of mind 
till we reached Legborn, ‘where, as foon as [ 
tame afhore, in a tranfport of joy, 1 proftrated 
myfelf, and kiffed the earth, bleffing —— 
Go 
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God for his undeferved mercy, in fuffering me 
once more to fet. my foot in a Chriftia 
country. 

From thence I fet out by land, and having 
travelled through Jtaly and Germany, and it 
laft arriving at Helvoet/luys, croffed in the 
Englifh packet to Harwich. Lhad rectived 
many in{tances of civility from ftrangers on 
the road; but the very firft nightI lay afhore 
jn my native country, Iwas impreffed into the 
King’s fervice, we being at that time at war 
with France. And though I made known my 
condition, acquainting them how many years 
I hadbeen in flavery, and begged for my 
liberty with tears, yet I was carried to Col. 
thefter prin, where] lay fome days. While 
I was there I wrote two letters, one to my@ 
father, and the other to Sir William Falkener, 
who was one of the Turky or Smyrna company 
in Loudon, and on whom had a fmall bill for 
a little money. In afew days I was put 
aboard a fmack, that was to carry the im: 

reffed mento the Dreadnought man of war; but 
i had not been long there before my name was 
called, there being a letter for me, when, to 
my great furprize and joy, 1 found it came 
from Sir William Falkener, who, upon the re 
ceipt of mine, notwithftanding my being an 
abfolute ftranger to him, had the humanity to 
go immediately to the Admiralty-office, and 
get a protection for me, which the Lieutenant 
had received. This news was fo fudden and 
unexpected, that 1 could not forbear leaping 
enthedeck, — eo 
» My 
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My = firft Bufinefs on my arrival at London, 
was to wait on that worthy and honourable 
gentleman, to pay him my thanks for fuch a 
fngular favour. After which 1 made what 
hafte 1 could to Exeter, where I at laft arrived 
to the great joy of my father, and my other 
relations and friends, after being abfent above 
on™ ixteen years: but I had the grief to find that 


orem my mother had died ont a year before my 


he return. 
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CHAP. f. 


Oy the manner of travelling in Barbary: ith a 
Defcription of Tlemfan, "the weftern Province, 
and tis Antiquities, particularly of the Cities of 
Oran, Sherfhell, avd Tremefen, or Tlemfan. 


HE Author, whole ingenious defcription 
of the Holy Land, we have added to 
Mr. Maundrell’s travels +, has, in his account of 
Barbary, ranged his obfervations under dil- 
tinét heads, without mentioning the tiie, place, 
er manner in which they were made: but as 


+ See Vol. XI. 
dhe 


threuzh BARBARY. 18 
the méthod of furveying thefe countries; the 
diet and reception of the traveller, with the 
hardfhips and dangers _to which he is expofed, 
ought not to be paffed over in filence, he gives 
the reader in one view, fuch material circum- 
frances and obfervations, as might have been 
difperfed through his travels. 

The reader is. therefore to be informed, fays 
he, that in the feveral maritime towns of Bar- 
Bg bary where Briti/b factories are eftablifhed, I was 
€ entertained with extraordinarv marks of gene- 

rofity and friendfhip, having the ufe not only 
of their hoyfes, but of their horfes, their Ja- 
nizaries and fervants. In the inland towns and 
¢ Mvillages there is generally a houfe fet apart for 

‘ithe reception of ftrangers, with a proper officer 
. jtoattend it, where perfons are lodged and en- 
tertained for one night, at the expence of the 
community, in the beft manner the place will 
afford: but except at thefe, and the places be- 
lore mentioned, I met with no houfes of en- 
tertainment thro’ the whole courfe of my tra- 
vels, ‘The furnifhing ourfelves with tents would 
not only have been attended with expence and 
trouble, but would have raifed the fufpicion of 
the Arabs; if therefore in’ the courfe of our 
travels, we did net fall in with the hovels of 
of the Kabyles, or the encampinents of the Arabs, 

we had nothing to protect us either from the 
torching heat of the fun by day, or the cold 
of the night, unlefs we had the happinefs to 
ind a grove of trees, the fhelf of arock, or 
lbmetimes by good fortune founda cave. When 


this happened, which was indeed but feldom, 
he Vou, XVI. we : our 
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our horfes were the greatett fufferers ; they were, 
however, our firft care, and we gathered for 
them grafs, ftubble, boughs of trees, and fuch 
like provender, before we fat down to examine 
what fragments of a former meal were te- 
ferved for ourfelves. | 

When travelling in Barbary, we were {0 for- 
tunate as to find an encampment of the -drad;, 
for we were not fond of vifiting the Kabyle, 
who are not fo eafily managed, we were enter- 
tained for one night at free coft, and furnifhed 
with afufficient quantity of provifions for our: 
felves and our horfes: befides a bowl of milk, 
and a bafket of raifins, dates, figs, or other 
dried fruit, generoufly prefented to us upon 
our arrival, the mafter of the tent where we 
lodged, fetched us, according to the number 
of our company, either a kid, a goat, alamb, 
or fheep, half of which was immediately boiled 
by his wife, and ferved up with cufcufu ; the 
reit was ufually roafted, and. referyed for our 
dinner or breakfaft the next day. 

But though the tents of the roving herdfmen 
may fhelter us from the weather, they are not 
without their inconveniencies; for the cold and 
the dews to which we were every night expofed 
in the defarts of Arabia, are much more fup- 

ortable than the vermin and infects, which 
conftantly molefted us here: for befides fleas 
and lice, which are here in all their quarters, 
the apprehenfions we were under of being bit 
or ftung by the viper, the fcorpion, or the ve- 
momous fpider, rarely fails, in fome parts of 
ehefe countries, to interrupt the reft fo grateful 
te 
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co a weary traveller. Indeed upon fight of one 
of thefe venemous creatures, a thaleb or wri- 
ter, who happened to be one of my Spahees, 
after he had muttered a few words, exhorted 
us all to take courage, as he had made it tame 


| and harmlefs, by his charms and incantations : 


we were alfo no lefs offended by their kids, 
calves, and other young cattle, that are every 


night tied up in the tents, to prevent their 


fucking their dams; for the cords being gene- 
rally made of loofe {pun yarn, they were con- 
tinually breaking loofe and‘trampling over us. 
When we were entertained in a courteous 
manner, which was not always the cafe, I ufed 


to give the mafter of the tent a knife, a couple 


of flints, or a little Ezglifb gunpowder, which 
being much ftronger than theirs, they highly 
efteem, and keep it to ferve as priming for their 
fire-arms : and if his wife was obliging in mak- 
ing our cufcufu favoury and with expedition, 
fhe would return a thoufand thanks for a pair 
of {ciffars, a large needle, or a fkean of thread, 
which are great rarities. - 
During the excefflive heats of fummer, and 
particularly when we were afraid of meeting 


with a party of the Arad freebooters, we travelled 


in the night, which according to their proverb, 
having no eyes, few of them dare to venture 


abroad, from their not knowing what dangers 


and ambufcades they might fall into. We had 
then frequent reafon to call to mind the words 
of the Pfalmift+, ** Thou makeftdarkneis that 


4+ Pfal. citi. 2. : 
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*¢ it might be night ; wherein all the beafts of 
‘¢ the forefts do move. The lions roaring after 
‘* their prey ;” the leopards, hyznas, and a 
variety of other ravenous beafts calling to and 
aniwering each other; the different fexes, by 
this means, perhaps, finding out, and corref- 
ponding with their mates ; thefe founds aivful- 
ly broke in upon the folitude, and deftroyed 


the ideas of the fafety we fought for by travel- 


ling at this feafon. 

We did not always take ftayes of the fame 
length,- for when under the apprehenfion of 
danger, we travelled through all the by-paths 
that were known to our conduétors, without 
refting, fometimes twelve or fifteen hours to- 
gether ; but an ordinary day’s journey, exclu- 
five of the time taken up in making obfervations, 
feldom exceeded eight or nine hours. We con- 
{tantly rofe at break of day, and fetting for- 
.ward with the fun, travelled till the middle of 
the afternoon, when we began to look out for 
the encampments of'the Arabs; who, to pre- 
went fuch parties as ours coming to live upon 
them, chufe fuch places as are leaft confpicu- 
ous. And indeed, unlefs we-difcovered the 
{moke of their tents, heard the barking of their 
dogs, or obferved fome of their flocks, it was 
with difficulty, we were able to find them, and 
all our labour was frequently ineffectual. “When 
we came up with them, we were accommo- 
dated, as I have already faid, for one night ; 
and if in travelling the next day, 
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——— We chanc’d to find : 

A new repaft, or an untafted fpring, 

We bleft our fiars, and thought it luxury, 
ADDISON, 


In the Holy Land, and upon the ifthmus be- 
tween Egypt and the Red Sea, our conductors 


cannot be too numerous ; but in Barbary, where 


the 4rabs are under great fubjection, I was 
rarely attended by more than three Spahees 
and a fervant, all of us well armed: though 


we were fometimes obliged to augment our 


numbers, particularly when we travelled among 
the independant rads on the frontiers of the 
neighbouring kingdoms, or when two conti- 
vuous clans were at variance; thefe and the 
freebooters make no fcruple of robbing, plun- 
dermg, and murthering, not only {ftrangers, 
but one another, | : 

The beft method to prevent falling into their 
hands, is for a traveller to be always dreffed in 
the habit of the country, or like one of the 
Spahees. For the Arabs are jealous and in- 
quifitive, fufpecting every ftranger to be a {py, 
and fent to take a furvey of thofe lands, which, 
at one time or other, they are taught to fear 
will be reftored to the Chriftians. 

I cannot help here obferving, that a travel- 
ler can fearce fail of falling into a ferious train 
of thought, when he obferves fuch large fcenes 
of ruin and defolation as are feen in thefe coun- 
tries. He is ftruck with the folitude of the few 
domes and porticoes that are left ftanding, which 

R 3 hiftory 
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hiftory tells him were once crowded with inha- 
bitants: where Syphax and Mafiaiffa, Scipio 
and Cafar; where the Orthodox Cbri/tians and 
the Arians, the Saracens and the Turks have in 
their turns givert laws. Every pile, every heap 
of ruins points out to him the weaknefs and 
inftability of all human art and contrivance, 
reminding him of the many thoufands that lie 
buried below, now loft in oblivion, and for- 
gotten to the world. : 
- Two of the moft confiderable diftricts of that 
part of Africa, which latter ages have dittin- 
guifhed by the name of Barbary, are the king- 
doms of Algiers, ‘and Tunis. The former is 
bounded on the north by the Mediterranean Sea; 
on the eaft, by the river Zaine, the ancicnt 
Tufea, which feparates it from Tuzis ; on the 
fouth, by the Sahara, or defart ; on the welt, 
by the village of Yavuxr and the mountains of 
Trara, which feparate it from Morocco. Ac- 
cording to the exacteft obfervations I could 
make, I find ita true length from T-want to 
Tabarka, to be 460 miles, it extending from 
16 minutes weit longitude from London, to the 
- Fiver Zaine, in g degrees 16 minutes eaft. To 
the weft it is generally about 60 miles broad; 
and the eaftern part is no where lefs in breadth 
than 100 miles. . This country is at prefent 
divided into three provinces, that of T/em/an tol 
the weft ; the province of Tztterie to the fouth, 
and of Conxflantia to the eaft of Algiers, Each 
of thefe provinces 1s governed by a Bey o 
‘Viceroy, appointed and removed at pleafucgl 
by the Dey of digiers, “ 
i 
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The remarkable chain of hills which Geo- 
oraphers fometimes place between this country 
and the Sahara, and at others within the do- 
minions of Algiers, I take to be a continuation 
of Mount Atlas, though they are not fo high 
as they. are reprefented by the ancients : foe 
thofe parts of them which 1 have feen, are rare- 
ly equal to fome of the moitt lofty mountains 
in our ifland; andI queftion whether they are 
any where fo Ingh as the A/s or the Appenines. 
If you form the idea of a number of hills, 
ufually of the perpendicular height of four, 
five, or fix hundred yards, with an eafy afcent, 
adorned with groves of fruit and foreft trees, 
rifing fucceffively one behind another, with 
here and there a rocky precipice, and place 
upon its fide or its fummit, a village of Ka- 
byles, encompaffed with a mud wall, you will 
have a juft and lively idea ef one of thefe 
mountains, and you will have no occafion to 
heighten the picture, with the imaginary noc- 
turnal flames, the melodious founds, or the 


—jafcivious revels of the fictitious beings attri- 


buted to them by the ancients. 

Tzvunt and the mountains of Yrara, are the 
weftern confines of the province of Ziem/ax, as 
the river Ma-faffron, at near 200 miles diftance, 
bounds it to the eaft. This province is almoft 
equally diftributed into mountains and vallies. 
7wunt, the frontier village of the Algerines to 


the fea, it fituated about four leagues to the 


fouth-weft of Cape .Hone, and defended by a 


{mal] fort. This Cape is the largeft and oe 
| rn 
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_of the moft confpicuous promontories to the 
eaftward of the river Malva or Mellooia. | 
At fome diftance from the above Cape is the 
river Yafna, on the weltern banks of which, 
almoft contiguous to the fea, are the ruins of 
the ancient Siga, once a royal city of the Nu- 

median kings. 
The firft town on the coaft of ariy note, is 
the city of Warran, commonly called Oraz; 
which 1s about a mile in circumference, and 
fituated on a declivity near the foot of a moun- 
tain, on the fummit of which are two caftles. 
Within lefs than half a furlong of this moun- 
tain, is another cattle in a fituation fomewhat 
higher than the two former’; but a large vale 
lying between them, theif refpective ridges 
are fo remarkably difunited, as to form a con- 
_venient land-mark for mariners. To the fouth 
_and fouth-eaft are two other caftles erected upon 
the fame level with the lower part of the town, 
_but feparated from it by a deep winding valley, 
which may be confidered as a natural trench to 
the fouth fide of the city. In the upper part of 
this valley is a fpring of excellent water above 
a foot in diameter, which forming a rivulet, 
adapts its courfe to the feveral windings of the 
valley, and paffing under the walls of the city, 
plentifully fupplies it with water. At every 
opening of this valley we fee fuch a confufed 
view of precipices, plantations of orange-trees, 
and rills of water trickling down from the 
socks, as appears extremely delightful: for na- 
ture rarely difplays fuch a variety of proee 
an 
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and cool retreats. Near this fine fpring is an- 
other caftle, which is alfo an important defence 
to the city, | 

Three of thefe caftles are regular polygons : 
but the other two, that is, the higheit upon 


the. ridge, and the eaftermoft of thofe before 


the town, are of a different form, and built 
like our old Exgiih caftles, with battlements 
and loop-holes. 

The city of Oran has only two gates, both 
of which open into the valley. The Gate of 
the Sea, the name given to that neare{t to the 
port, has a large {quare tower erected over it, 
which, upon occafion, might be converted into 
afort. Adjoining to the upper gate, called the 
Gate of Tlemfan, is an oblong battery ; and the 
citadel raifed on the higheft part of the city 
towards the north-weft, has all its angles 
mounted with cannon, while the lower and 
oppofite corner towards the north-eaft is de- 
fended by a regular baftion. : 

The Spaniards, on their taking this city, built 
feveral beautiful churches and other edifices in 
the Roman ftyle, but of lefs ftrength and foli- 
dity ; and have alfo imitated them in carving 
upon the friezes, and other convenient places, 
infciptions in large chara¢ters in their own lan- 
guage, 

Three Roman miles from Oran is Arzew, the 
ancient Arfexaria, behind which the country 
extends in rich champain grounds ; but on the 
other fide we look down upon the fea, from 
precipices that are a natural fafe-guard to the 
city. Yet the water at prefent ufed by the in- 

habitants, 
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habitants, is drawn from wells below the pre- 
cipices, that appear as old as the city; but 
this water being beneath the furface of the fea 
is brackifh ; however, to procure the advan- 
tage of frefh water, the city was built on ci- 
{terns cut in the rock, in order to collect that 
which fell in rain. But though thefe ftill fub- 
fit, they are cdnverted to a very different ule, 


' . and ferve the inhabitants as caves to dwell in. 


Among the ruins of the ancient city are {cat- 
tered feveral capitals, bafes, and fhafts of co- 
lumns; a well wrought Corinthian capital of 
Parian marble fupports a fmith’s anvil; and 
in the Cadi’s houfe I accidentally difcovered a 
- beautiful mofaic pavement, through the rents 
of a ragged carpet fpread over it, There is 
here alfo a fepulchral chamber fifteen feet 
{quare, built plain without niches or any other 
ornaments ; though on the walls are feveral 
Latin infcriptions in Romazx capitals. 

Five miles to the fouthward of Arzew is a 
large {pace of ground full of pits, from which 
the neighbouring people are fupplied with falt. 
This commodity, from the facility of digging 
it, and the fhortnefs of carriage to the adjacent 

ort, would, under any other government, 
a“ an invaluable branch of trade, the pits be- 
ing inexhauttible. 


Thefe falt pits take up an area of about fix® 


miles in compafs, furrounded with mountains. 
In winter this {pace appears like alake; but in 
{fummer the water is exhaled by the heat of the 
fun, and the falt left behind criftalized. . 
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Five miles to the eaft of Arzew we pats by 
two galley ports, under fome fteep rocky cliffs, 
one of which opens towards a place called Mz- 
ftigannim, and the other towards Arzew. Both 
feem to have been under the protection of a fort 
fituated above, them, that was formerly fup- 
plied with water from an adjacent, mountain, 
by a conduit that might be eatily repaired for 
ule. 

The next town to which we came was Ma- 
zagran or Mazackran, an inconfiderable place, 
encompaffed by mud walls, and fituated upon 
the weitern declivity of a range of hills, within 
a furlong of the fea. In travelling between 
this place and Mu/tigannim we were entertained 
with the profpect of a number of orchards, gar- 
dens, and country feats, ranged in a beautiful 
variety along the fhore. A chain’ of hills 
bounds them to the fouth and fouth-eaft, which 
not only intercepts the noxious winds from 
thefe plantations, but every where breaks out 
in fountains to cherifh them during the hotter 
feafons. : 

Near it is the city of Mu/ftigannim, which 
was once an epifcopal fee, when this country 
was in the poffeffion of the Chriftiaxs. ‘This 
lait place is bigger than Oraa, and built in the 
form of a theatre, with a full profpect of the 


Mediterranean; but on every other fide 1s en- 


clofed up by a circular range of hills that hang 
Over it. ‘The inhabitants have a tradition that 
the prefent city was compofed of feveral conti- 
guous villages, and fome vacant {paces between 
the ftreets feem, to confirm this opinion. ie 
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the midft of the city, near one of thefe vacant 
fpaces, are the remains of an old Moori/h cattle, 
which from its form feems to have been erected @ | 
before the invention of fire arms. -The north- 
weit corner of Muftigannim, which overlooks 
the port, is furrounded by a {trong wall ‘of 
hewn ftone, and has another cattle built in-a 
more regular manner, with a Turki/b garrifon 
for its defence; but the city being too much 
expofed to any body of men that might lodge 
themfelves on the hills behind it, its principal 
-{trength lies in the citadel erected upon one of 
thofe eminences, which has a full command of 
the city and country around it. 

The good mafonry and beauty ftill fo .ob- 
fervable in fome walls and a cattle to the north- 
weft, render it probable, that they formerly 
belonged to fome Romax fabric ; but I did not 
meet with any thing that had the appearance of 
the ancient architecture. However, both Mz- 
Stygannim and Ma/agran are fo copioutly fupplied 
with water, fo commiodioufly fituated with re- 
gard to the fertile and extenfive downs behind 
them, and enjoy fuch.a delightful profpeé& of 
the fea and its coaft, that they feem {tations too 
valuable to be neglected by the Romans, and 
it is probable that here was the city of Car- §jj, 
LeANaA. , ‘ 

Three leagues to the north-eaft is a heap of fy 

ruins enclofing a fountain of excellent water, D 

near which a bloody battle is faid to have been 

fought, in which the weaker party were all 

put to the {word ; whence this place is call- 

ed Kelsccta, or AN dead; and thyee miles hi 
: t 
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the north-weft of this place, is the mouth of 
the Shelliff, the moft confiderable river in the 
kingdom. : 

Farther to the eaft-north-eaft, at a fmall di- 
{tance from the fea is JZuisor Tennis, which, 
though in a low dirty fituation, was before the 


conqueft of the Barbaroffa, the nietropolis of 


one of the petty kingdoms of this country. It 
has now only a few miferable houfes, with a 
little brook winding by them; but it has been 
long famous for the great quantity of corn 
{hipped off from thence to Chriftendom. The 
Moors have a tradition that the 7xiffams were 
formerly in fuch reputation for forcery, that 
Pharaoh fent for the wifeft of them to difpute 
miracles with Mofes, and they are {till the great- 
et cheats of all this country. : 

. Farther to the eaftward is the city of S+er- 
foell, where the inhabitants are famous for 
making earthen veffels, fteel, and fuch iron 
ware as are in demand among the neighbouring 
Kabyles and Arabs. It confifts of low tiled 
houles, and is a mile in circuit ; but was once 
much larger, and the feat of one of the petty 
Kings of the country. This town is fituated 
amidit the ruins of acity that was not much 
infertor to Curthage in extent.. Thefe ruins 
are a proof of its former magnificence ; for 
they abound with fine capitals, columns, ca- 
pacious cifterns, and beautiful motaic pave- 
ments. ‘The water of the river Ha/bem, as it 
is now called, was conveyed thither through a 
large and noble aqueduct, little inferior to that 
of Carthage, in the Joftinefs and ftrength of 
Vot. VIL, S its 
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its arches, feveral of the fragments of which 
fcattered among the neighbouring mountains 
and valleys are inconteftible proofs of the 
grandeur and beauty of the work. ‘There are 
likewife two othér conduits, brought from the 
mountains to the fouth and fouth-weft: thet 
ftill fubfiit, and as they furnifh Sher bell with 
excellent water, while that of the wells is | 
brackifh, they may juftly be confidered as two 
ineftimable legacies left to this place by the 
ancients. 

The fituation of this place was nobly adapted 
to ftrength and beauty. It was fecured from 
the encroachments of the fea by a ftrong wall 
near forty feet high, fupported ‘by buttreffes, 
and winding near two miles along the feveral 
creeks of the fea fhore. For two furlongs with- 
in this wall the city was on a level, and after- 
wards rofe gradually for the {pace ‘of a mile to 

a confiderable height, extending over a variety 
of little hills afd valleys. One of the princ- 
pal gates on the land fide, placed about a fur- 
long below the fummit of thefe hills, leads to 
the. rugged ‘mountains of the Beni Mnaffr; 
and of the two others near the fhore, that to 
the weftward lies under the fhade of the high 
mountains of the Ben? Yifrah, while the eaftern 
gate opens towards the mountainous diftrict of 
Shenoah. | 

This place, from many circumftances, evi- 
dently appears to have been the Fulia Ce/arie 
of the Romans, which was the fee of a bifhop. 
The inhabitants have a tradition that the 
whole city was deftroyed by an asda oes 
an 
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and that the port, which was formerly large 
and commodious, was reduced to its prefent 
miferable condition, from the arfenal and the 
other adjacent buildings being thrown into it 
by the fhock. The cothon, which hada com- 
munication with the weftern part of the port, 
affords a proof of the truth of this tradition ; 
for when the fea is low and calm, we difcover 
all over the area maffy pillars, and pieces of 
great walls that can fcarcely be conceived to 
come there by any other way, than by fome 
{uch violent concuffions. Indeed no place could 
be better contrived for the convenience and 
fafety of their veffels than this cothon, which 


was So yards fquare, and im every part fecure 


from the wind, the {well and the current of 
the fea, which are troublefome enough in the 
port. The founders art and ingenuity in fup- 
plying it with water cannot be fufficiently ad- 
mired. For: this purpofé feveral floors and 
pavements of terrafs and mofaic work were 


laid upon an eminence, forming the northern 


mound of the port and the cothon,- in which 


the rain water was received as it fell, and thence © 


conveyed by means of fome {mall conduits, 
into an Oval ciftern capable of containing many 
thoufand tons of water. This. port is nearly 


-of.a circular form, 200 yards in diameter ; 


but that part of it which was formerly mott 
fecure, is now filled up by a fand bank, that 
is daily increafing. 

The country about the city is extremely fer- 


tile, and exceedingly well watered by feveral 


brooks ; on the bank of one of them is an 


$2. old 
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old ruined town under a high rocky precipice ; 
and at fome diftance near thefe fountains the 
Algerines have a fortrefs, in which is a garrtfon 
of Moors and Arabs, to prevent the incurfions 
of the Bene Menafér. Certainly nothing can 
be more entertaining than the variety of pro- 
{pects every where to be met with in this de- 
lightful country. : re 
Five miles to the northward. of this fortrefs 
is the high mountain of Shenoah, which extends 
_ above two leagues along the fhore, .and is co- 
vered to its very fummit with a fucceffion of 
fine plats of arable land, almoft every where 
hedged in with fruit trees.. : 
Having paffed the river Gzrmoat, which 1s 
formed by feveral rills of water that fall from 
this mountain, we difcover a number of -ftone 
coffins of an oblong figure; and a little farther 
to the eaft, under a rifing ground, are the ruins 
of Tefeffad or Tfeffad, extending two miles along 
the fea fhore, but the breadth is not equal te 
one third:part of the length. Both at this 
place, and at Sher/bell, we fee many arches 
and walls of brick, of a kind not commonly 
found in other parts of Barbary, where we 
may fuppofe the work to be Romaz. : The 
bricks are of a fine pafte and colour, only two 
inches and a half thick, but near a foot fquare. 
Tefeffad is fituated thirteen miles from S4er- 
Shell, and appears to have been the ancient 
Tapfa, which was the fee of-abifhop. The 
coaft all along from this place to Algiers, in 
fome parts for the breadth of two-or three 
leagues together, is either woody’ or. moun- 
| tainous, 


— throagh BARBAR Y. 197 
tainous, by which the fine plains of the Mirti- 


jiah behind it, are fheltered from the northerly 


blafts of wind from the fea. | | 
The Kubber Romeah, or Roman Sepulchre, or 
as it may likewife be rendered, Te Sepulchre of 
the Chriftian’ Woman, is fituated on the moun- 
tainous part of the fea coaft, feven miles from 
Tefiffad, and is a folid compact edifice ; it con- 
fits of a very high bafe, on‘’which is formed 
a kind of pyramid of fteps. This ftructure, 
which is built of the fineft tree-ftone, I compu- 
ted to be an hundred feet in height, and the 


diameter of the bafe ninety. The opinion that _ 


this ftructure was erected over a large treafure, 
has caufed feveral parts of it to be broken 
down ; however, it :s ftill of a fufficient height 
to be a convénient land mark for mariners. 
This appears to be the monument built by 
Mela for the royal family of the Numidian 
Kings. — 

_ We fhall now examine the fouthern parts of 
this province, and fhall begin with the city of 
Tremefen, or according to the pronunciation of 
the Moors and Arabs, Tlemfan, or-Telemfan. It 
is fituated upon a rifing ground below a range 
of rocky precipices, upon the firft ridge of 
which is a long narrow piece of level ground, 
watered by many fprings, which uniting their 
ftreams, fall in a variety of cafcades -in their 
approach to Tlem/an; the weftermoft of thefe 
rivulets turning a variety of mills. In the cit 
is a large refervoir of water, conduéted thither 
by a fubterraneous channel, and from thence 


the ufual demands of the city are fupplied ; 
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for which purpofe the water is conducted from 
thence to the caftle, the mofques, and other 
places. In the weft part of the city 1s afquare 
bafon of Moori/h workmanfhip 200 yards long, 
and about half as broad, -in which, according 
to a tradition of the inhabitants, the kings of 
Ylemfan took the diverfion of failing, while 
their {ubjects were at the fame time taught the 
art of navigation: but this bafon was probably 
defigned rather as a refervoir in cafe of a fiege, 
- and to preferve at all other times a quantity of 

water fufficient to refrefh the great number of 
fine gardens and plantations below it. 

Moét of the walls of Ylemfan are compofed 
of.a mortar made of fand, lime and fmall peb- 
bles, which being well tempered and wrought 
together, form a fubftance that has all the 
firength and folidity of ftone. 

Tlemfan was formerly divided inte diftin& 
wards or partitions, in order, perhaps, the 
better to put a {top to any inteftine commotion, 
or to prolong a fiege. There were two of thele 
divifions in the time of Ladrcf, each of which 
might be confidered, as a diflinct city ; it being 
of a fquare or oblong figure, enclofed .by a 
wall of the fame ftru¢ture with that ‘of the 
city: but about the year 1670, Haffaa, Dey of 
Algiers, laid moft of the city in ruins, as a pu 
nifhment for the difaffection of the inhabitants. 
The ancient Tlem/fan was about four miles 
round; but at prefent there is not above one 
_faxth part of it remaining. Among thefe ruins 
we meet with feveral thafts of pillars, and 
ether fragments of Roman antiquities ; and 
tac 
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the walls of.an old mofque, I faw a number of 
altars dedicated to the D:i Manes. 

In the village of Hubhed, a mile to the eaft- 
ward of Tlemfan, is the tomb of Sedi Bou 
maidian, which is vilited by all the neighbour- 
ing people with the greateft devotion. At the 
fame diftance to the weftward was. the city of 
Manfourah, which at prefent has neither houfe 
nor inhabitant, though the greatefl part of the 
wall, which is ‘built itr the fame manner as that 
of Tlemfan, is ftill remaining, and enclotfes an 
area of two miles in compafs, above half of it 
arable land. Near the centre of this area is a 
fountain, anda high beautiful tower; but the 
mofque which belonged fo it ane undergone the 


_ fate-of the other buildings. © 9 —™~ 


The plains of Cadiere bess at the river 
Ifer, below Tlemfan, and extend themfelves 
through a beautiful interchange of hills and 
vallies, to the diftance of thirty miles: this 
delightful diftriét, watered by a number of 
{prings and rivulets, is cultivated by two nu- 
merous clans of Arabs, named Welled Zeire, 
and Halfa, About the middle of this‘ tract 
is a high pointed precipice, called the Pinnacle 
of the Ravens, with a branch of the Siaaz run- 
ning below it. . This river waters a. piece of 


ground on which formerly ftood a city of the — 


fame name, 32 miles to. the northward of 
Tlemfan, 

Near this river I was fhewn the place where 
Barbaroffa {trewed about his treafure ; his laft, 
but fruitlefs effort to retard the purfuit of his 
enemies. Upon an eminence on. the ome 
. ide 
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fide of the river is a Moori/b fanctuary, inhabited 
by feveral religious. 

Eight miles to the fouthward of Mufyean- 
nimis El Callah, the great market of this coun: 
try for carpets. It ts a dirty, il contrived 
town, built on an eminence of a chain of 
other mountains. Around it ate feveral vil- 
lages of the fame name, and in a like fituation, 
all of them employed in the fame manufaéture. | 
It is defended by a citadel and garrifon, ; and 
from fome large ftones and pieces of marble 
that are here and there to be met with, we 
have fome reafon to believe it was formerly a 
city of the Romans, pérhaps the Gita: or the 
Apfer of Ptolemy. ae. | 

In a fine plain, five leagues to the fouth- 
weft of E/ Callah, is the town of Maftar, 
which confifts' of a confiderable number of 
houfes built with mud walls: it has feveral 
Jeffer villages in its neighbourhood, and a 
little fort, to prevent any fudden revolt of the 
Arabs; but it is not allowed to-havea Turki 
garrifon. | ate 

. Ninety miles to the eaftward -of Tlem/an are 
the ruins of Yazadempt, a large city fituated 
between the rivers Mixa and Archew;: but 
abandoned a few years ago by the 4rads, who 
have, as ufual, taken care to leave us feveral 
marks of their own humility and ignorance 
in architecture, by defacing or pulling dowa 
whatever was beautiful and magnificent in the 
buildings of their anceftors. 

Six leagues to the eaft of Tagadempt are the 
ruins of Meratte, and two leagues tarther are 
thele 
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thofe of Lose. The fertile country below the 
parallel of the place where the laft-mentioned 
city formerly ftood, is cultivated by the Sweede, 
or Swidde, the moft powerful tribe of Arads in 
this province. The name fignifies black, and, 
I am told, was occafioried by a ftandard of that 
colour formerly difplayed in their marches and 
battles. They pay no taxes, and ferve the Al- 
gerines Only as volunteers. | 
_ Seven miles farther are the ruins of Mezddah, 
formerly a Roman ftation, feated upon a rifing 
ground, with the river She/lif’ below it; and at 
fome diftance on the banks of the fame river, 
are the ruins of Memon and Sinaab, formerly 
two contiguous cities, and the fee of a bifhop. 
The latter, which I judged to be three miles 
in circuit, feems to have been by far the moft 
confiderable ; but the only remains now to be 
feen, are large pieces of walls, and feveral 
capacious cifterns. | 
El Khadarah, according to Edref, the an- 
cient Ghadra, which was the fee of a bifhop, 
is the next remarkable place in this fituation. 
It is likewife feated on a rifing groutid on the 
banks of the Sheiliff, and is equal to Sixaad in 
the extent of its ruins. A range of mountains 
rifing from the oppofite banks of the Shelliff, 
fhelter it from the north wind, while two other 
mountains; at a mile’s diftance, fronting it 
from the fouth, fupply the beautiful little plain 
they inclofe, with a plentiful rill of water. A 
few paces to the eaft of the ruins of Chadra are 
the remains of a large ftone ‘bridge, perhaps 
the only one ever built over the Shelf; not- 
| withitanding 


202 «=6@ Dr. Suaw’s TRAVELS 
withftanding the inconveniences which travel- 
Jers are fometimes in winter obliged to fuffer, f 
by waiting a month together on its banks, be- 
fore they can ford it. 

On an eminence, three miles from the ruins 
of Sizaab, is a mud-walled village under the 
Turkifo yoke, named Merje;ahb, only remarkable 
for being under the influence and protection of 
a family of Marabbuts, the greateit: and moft 
- porerfu of this country, whe have fucceeded 
from father to fon through a number of ages. 
Beni Rafbid, the Bent Arax of modern geo- 
graphers, which is feated eight miles from Mer- 
jejah, is in much the fame fituation, It made 
a confiderable figure in former ages, and hada 
citadel, 2Q900 houfes, and a race of warlike in- 
habitants, ‘that commanded the country as far 
as El Callah and Mafcar, But at prefent the 
caftle is in ruins; the 2000 houfes, and its 
jarge territories are reduced to a few cottages, 
and its inhabitants are become cowardly and 
timorous. The nature of the foil is, however, 
{till the fame, and is famous for producing figs 
and other fruit, remarkably large and deli 
cate. 

_ Defcending the mountains of Bexi Ra/fbid, 

we came to Hi Herba, formerly a Reman city, 
fomething more than a mile in circuit, fituated 
two leagues to the eaftward of the village of 
Beni Rafbid. Here are feveral columns of a 
bluifh coloured marble, of good workmanhhip ; 
but their capitals, which are of the Corinthian 
order, are much defaced. 
: -  Pafling 


t ¢. 
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Paffiing to the eaftward over a fertile plain, 


| through which the river Shellif pleafantly winds 


its ftream, we came to Maziana or Maliana, 
builé upon a mountain, two leagues from £/ 
Herba. ‘This city, which was once the fee of 


a bifhop, has at a diftance the appearance of 


buildings and antiquities; but the fatigue of 
climbing up to it, is poorly recompented by 
the fight of only a {mall village, the houfes of 
which are covered with tiles inftead of terrace, 
the ufual covering of buildings in this country. 
Maliana has, however, many advantages ; it 
being well watered, furrounded by a number 
of pleafant gardens and vineyards, and com- 
mands a moft delightful and extenfive profpedct. 
Hither the devotees of Algiers, Bleda, and the 
neighbouring country, repair in the {pring to 
kifs the tomb of Sede You/eph, the tutelar faint 
of the city, There are here feveral fragments of 
Roman architecture ; and from an inicription, 
that feems to relate to the family of Pompey the 
Great, Martial’s fine thought on their misfor- 
tunes receives an additional beauty; on our 
finding that his grandfon, and probably his 
great grandfon, were buried in fuch an obfcure 
place, and at fuch a diftance from their an- 
ceftors. . 
Eight'miles to the eaft-north-eaft of Maliana, 
between the S4el/7f and the fea, are the baths 
of Merecga, the Ayue Calide Colonia of the 
ancients. The largeft and moft frequented of 
thefe baths is a baion twelve feet fquare, and 
four deep. Here the water bubbles up with a 
decree of heat juft fupportable, and hence 


patles 
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paffes off to another f{maller ciftern ufed by the 
Fews, who are not allowed to bathe in com- 
pany with the Mahometans. Both thefe baths 
were formerly covered with a handfome build- 
ing ; but they are now expofed to the weather, 
and when I faw them, were half full of {tones 
and rubbifh. A great concourfe of pert are 
ufually here in the fpring, the feafon of-thefe 
waters, which are fuppofed to remove rheuma- 
tic pains, to cure the jaundice, and to alleviate 


moit other inveterate ill habits. Higher up the | 
hill is another bath, the water of which being © 


of. too intenfe a heat for bathing, is conveyed 


through a long pipe into another room, where 


it is made ufe of in an operation of the fame 
nature and effect as our pumping. i 
Between this and the lower baths, are the 
ruins of a Rom7n town, equal in fize to that of 
El Herba; and at a little diftance from them, 
are feveral tombs and coffins of ftone, fome of 


avhich, I was informed, were of an unufual 


bignefs. The late Lieutenant of this province 


affured me, that-he faw a thigh bone belonging 


to them, near thirty-fix inches in length; but 
on my being at thefe baths half a year after, I 
could not receive the leaft information about it ; 


and the graves and coffins that fell under my 
obfervation, were only of the ufual dimenfions. 
However, the people of this and other coun- 


tries are full of ftories and traditions of this 
nature; which, provided thefe fhould not be 
human ‘bones, which may really be the cafe, 
as the Africans are far from being nice and fkil- 
ful obfervers, we may poffibly account Rack 

| | rQma 
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from a cuftom I have fomewhere read of among 


| the Goths and Vaudals, that might pafs over 


with them into 4frica, of interring the horfe 
with his rider, and the armour of the latter 1m. 
the fame grave; and this affertion is confirmed 
by the long fwords with handles fhaped like 
croflés, often.dug up in this country. 
Thefe baths are furrounded by a fucceflion 
of very rugged hills and deep vallies, each of 


them in their turn very difficult and dangerous 


4 to pafs over. But this fatigue and danger ia 
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fufiiciently recompenfed by our being after- 
wards conduéted through the rich and dehght- 
ful plains of Mittiyiah, lying beyond them to 
the northward, which are fifty miles long and 
twenty broad, every where well watered by 2 
number of fprings and rivulets. Here are 
many country-feats of the principal inhabitants 
of A’giers, and the farms which fupply that. 
city with the greateft part of its provifions ; ° 
for here grain of all kinds, roots, fruit, pot-* 
herbs and flax, are produced in the greateft 
perfection. However, only a paft of this plain 
properly belongs to this province, the reft, 
which is bounded by the rivers Ma/affron and 
Budwowe, beingclaimed by the fouthern pro- 
vince, of which I am now to give a defcrip- 
Won. 


The Kind of the Seventeenth ¥ olume, 


Tt 


Junior, at Number 65, zz St. Paul’s Church- 
yard, Lonpon. 


* 
- 


ANw and accurate Syfiem of Natrurat His- 


PEDES, including amphibious animals, frogs, and 1j- 
zards. 2. The Bittory of Birps, with the methgd of 
bringing up.thofe of the finging kind. 3. ‘The Hif- 
tory of Banas and SERPENTS, including fea-turtles, 
cruftaceous and fhell fifhes, To which is added, the 
the whole art of float and fly fithing, the beit rules for 
the choice of tackle, and a defcription of natural and 
artificial baits. 4. The Hiftory of Insects. 5. The 
Hiftory of Waters, Earths, Stones, Foffils, and Mi- 


fubjeéts. 6. The Hittory of VEGETABLES, as well 
foreign as indigenous ; including an account of the 
roots, barks, woods, leaves, flowers, fruits, feeds, re- 
fins, gums, and concreted juices; together with the 
method of cultivating thofe planted in gardens. With 
obfervations on their virtues, properties, and medicinal 
ufes. By R. Brookes, M.D. The whole illuftrated 
with one hundred and forty.feven copper-plate cuts ; 
on each of which are delineated many fubjcéts, all 
drawn from the life, or taken from drawings preferved 
’ ‘by the Royal Societies of London, Paris, Berlin, Pe- 
terfoburgh, &c. In fix volumes. The fecond edition 
corrected, Price 1]. bound 1n the vellum manner ; or 


qumes may be had feparate, price 3 s. fewed. 


The GENERAL GAZETTEER: or Compen- 
dious Geographical DICTIONARY. Centaining a 
defcription of all the Empires, Kingdoms, States, 
Republics, Provinces, Cities, Chief ‘Towns, Forts, 
Fortreffes, Caftles, Citadels, Seas, Harbours, -Bays, 
Rivers, Lakes, Mountains, Capes, and Promontories 
in the known World. Together with the government, 
policy cuftoms, manners, and religion of the inha- 


bitants ; the extent, bounds, and natural productions 


BOOKS printed for Carnan and Newsery, 


“& TORY: Containing, 1. The Hiftory of QUADRU- 


nerals, including the obfervations of Linnzus on thefe | 


11. 4s. in calf, lettered and regifters, Either of the vo- _ 
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Books foldby T,Carnan and F. Newser yjjun, 


of each country; and the trade, manufactures, and — 
curiofities, of the cities and towns; their longitude, 
Jatitude, bearing, and diftances in Englifh miles from 
remarkable places. As alfo, the fieges they have un- 
dergone, and the battles fought nearthem. Including 
an authentic account of the counties, cities, and market- 
towngin England and Wales; as alfo the villages, 
with the days on which the fairs are kept. To which . 
is prefixed, an Introduction to Geography. The third 
edition, corrected and improved, price 7s, bound, illu- 
firated with nine maps: 1. the World. 2. Europe. 
3. Afia, 4. Africa. 5. North America. 6. South Ame- 
rica. 7. England, 8. Germany. g.'France. — | 
The Wonb&rs of NATURE and ART; being an 
account of whatever is moft curious and remarkable 
throughout the world ; whether relating to its animals, 
vegetables, minerals, volcanoes, cataraets, {prings, and 
other parts of natural hiftory; or to the buildings, 
manufactures, inventions, and difcoveries of its mha- 
bitants. Embellifhed with forty-nine copper-plate cuts. 
Six volumes bound in three, in the vellum manner. 
Price 15 s. | 
NORTHERN ANTIQUITIES: or, a defcription of 
the manners, cuftoms, religions, and laws of the an- 
cient Danes, and other northern nations; including 
thofe of our own Saxon ancettors. With-a tranflation 
of the Edda, or fyftem of Runic mythology, and other 
neces from the ancient Icelandic tongue. In two vo- 
ares Tranflagd from Monf. Mallet’s Introdudion 
alHiftoire de Dannemarc, &c. with additional notes, 
by the Englith tranflator, and Goranfon’s Latin verfion 
of the Edda. Price 10s. 6d. bound in the vellum 
manner. | 
«x This work is referred to and recommended by 
Mr. Gray, in his Ode, the Defcent of Odin; and by 
Mr. Mafon, in the notes to the Memoirs of the Life 
and Writings of Mr. Gray. 
INTEREST IMPROVED: Shewing, from a {mall 
Table, by a new, eafy, and condife method, 1. ~ 
or 


Books /old by T.CARwan and F.Newsery, jut. 


for finding the number of days from one month tp an-: 
other, &c. in all the different cafes. 2. The intereft 
for any fum, rate, and number of days; likewife its 
ufe in difcount; ‘alfo what any annual fum is per day, 
and daily fum per annum, &c. 3. Anew method of 
obtaining the parts exprefling Money;. intereft for 
years ; with the folution of everal new queftians-in: 
ftocks, brokerage, &c. 4. A Supplement, giving the 
conttruction- of the table ; where, by: one eafy proces 
only, the fame is performed by the pen. Making the: 
whole ufeful for alk academies, {chools,-merchants, 
brokers, clerks,.and:accomptants. By Charles Bent.: 
Price 2s. bound. AP -B7.. 

| TABLES calculatéd fo ul? Gf all who are con- 
cerned in trade and bufinels.. Containing, 1. Tables 
to caft up goods. 2. Intereft tables of 24, 39 335 4s 
4%, and 5 per cent. 3. Table of falaries and wages. 
4. Tables tor reducing coins. 5. Weights and vaiue 
of gold and filver con in England. 6. Tables of 
weights and meafures. 7. Remarkable feafts and fafts. 
8. ‘Tables of kings and-queens. By J. Barrow, author 
of Navigatio Britannica, &c. Price gd. 

A New PocxkEt-Book for Young Gentlemen and 
Ladies; or aSPELLING DICTIONARY of the Eng- 
lifh Language : Wherein the exact orthography, jut 
quantities of fyllables, proper accent, true pronuncia- 


tion, number of fyllables contained in each word, the | 


art of {peech to which: it belongs, and the language 
foci which it is derived, are exlibised at one view. 
To which is fubjoined, a catalogue of ‘the moft ufual 
Chriftian names of men and women. By James Bu- 
chanan, mafter of the voarding-fchool at Loughbury= 
houfe, oppofite Stockwell, in Surry. Price 2s. bound. 
The Hittory cf ASTRONOMY, with its application 
to geography, hiftory, and chronology ; occafionally 
exemplified by the globes. By George Coftard, M. A. 
Vicar of Twickenham, in Middlelex. Price 19s. 6d.. 
bound in the vellum manner. | 
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